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PART -I 


CHAPTER - I 


INTRODUCTION 


The existence of a feudatory family called Cholas in the region 
of Tumkur district during the medieval period was brought to light by 
B.L.Rice as early as 1904, while editing Epigrphia Carnatica, Vol. 
XII.’ He was able to build up a reliable gencalogy of these chiefs on the 
basis of epigraphs which were accessible to him at that time. Attempts 
had been made to trace the antecedents of this family to Renadu Cholas 
by scholars like K.A.Nilakantasastri,?’ Ramarao,’ Venkayya,‘ etc., but in 
spite of some cursory research done on the subject by several others, a 
total view of the genealogy, chronology, political history, cultural 
contribution and the like remained veiled. So far as many as sixtyfive 
inscriptions referring to these chiefs have come to notice in Tumkur and 
Chitradurga districts of Karnataka and the adjoining area of Anantapur 
district in Andhra Pradesh. When a survey of the available accounts was 
made, it became clear that there prevail a large number of 
contradictions, ambiguities, and confusion regarding the history of this 
Chola family. For example, the very designation given to them as 


Cholas of Nidugal stands at a stake in view of the fact that it was only 


during the last three decades of their rule that Nidugal became their 
chief headquarters whereas earlier for years and years taey had 
Govindavadi’ and thereafter Henjeru® as their successive capitals. One is 
stunned by the fact that throughout their history in none of their 
inscriptions they acknowledged the supremacy of any other imperial 
authority than the Chalukyas of Kalyana,’ in spite of repeated onslaughts 
of the Hoysalas of Dorasamudra. The credit of building an impregnable 
fort at Nidugal and Haniya goes to them.’ A review of their records 
reveals undoubtedly that they played no insignificant role in the politics 
and culture of the region they ruled. Therefore, it was felt that a 
reconsideration and examination of all their scattered inscriptions is a 
desideratum in order to obtain a comprehensive picture of the activities 
of these Chola chiefs and their times. The present work is an humble 


attempt in this direction. 


Methodology 


The present work is the result of various stages of research, 


which may be briefly enumerated here as follows : 


(i) Preparation of bibliography; 


(ii) Collection of information already published on the subject; 


(iii) 


(iv) 


(v) 


(vi) 


(vii) 


(viii) 


ow] 


Collection of all published and noticed inscriptions relating to 
the family; 

Study of the textsof these inscriptions and preparation of detailed 
summary of cach; 

Analysis of the contents of the inscriptions, according to 
political, administrative, economic, social, religious and cultural 
information; 

Synthesis of the information so gathered; 

Comparison of synthesised data with the results of the researches 
done by others on the subject; and 


Writing down the synthesised data under different chapters. 
Accordingly, the work has been divided into two principal parts. 


The first part is subdivided into seven separate chapters covering 


(I) Introduction, (II) Political History, (III) Aspects of Administrative 


Structure, (IV) Religious Aspects, (V) Economic Aspects and (VI) 


Social Aspects. A further chapter (VII) gives a brief account of the 


observations made in the above chapters. 


In the second part summaries of all the inscriptions relating to 


this family of Chola chiefs have been brought together in chronological 


order. 


One will find that the dates assigned to some of the inscriptions 


here do not go well with the date assigned to them by the editors of 
Epigraphia Carnatica volumes. Wherever the inscriptions themselves 
were not clear, we have cross-checked the details with respect to the 
information known from other records. This has helped in building a 


proper chronological scheme for the chiefs of the dynasty. 


In addition to the summaries of the inscriptions a comprehensive 
bibliography on the subject has also been included in the work. There 


are a few maps relating to the subject studied here. 
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EC Vol. VI, pp. 7, 8, 14. 

EC Vol. XXVII, pp. 221-25. 
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Infra, Pt. II, Nos. 1, 4, 7, 12. 

Ibid., Nos. 19, 22-24, 27, 28, 32, 35. 

Ibid., Nos. 1-4, 7, 8, 11-13, 19, 20, 23, 24. 
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CHAPTER - II 


POLITICAL HISTORY 


THE PROBLEM OF ORIGIN 


It was B.L. Rice who brought to the fore the existence of a 
family of chieftains in Maddagiri, Pavugada and Sira taluks of Tumkur 
district in Karnataka, who claimed descent from the Chola dynasty of the 
Sangam Age.' He noticed that the earliest of their inscriptions were 
found in Madhugiri taluk, dating from about c 750 A.D. Chola 
Dhananjaya Eriga, according to B.L.Rice was administering Alvadi-600 
as a subordinate of Gangal Pallava Raja. Chola Dhananjaya Eriga and 
Cholika Muttarasa, the latter ruling Kandakotta, together made a grant. 
These inscrpitons come from a single place, i.c., Sravanagudi? along 
with another of Stipurusha, a king of the Ganga family. The next scrics 
of inscriptions were concentrated in Pavugada and Sira taluks. They 
opened with the mention of Chola Irungola. A genealogy of his line 
could be reconstructed up to 1337 A.D.° Rice, however, does not seem 


to have attempted at identifying the origin or homeland of these Chola 


chiefs. 


In Karnataka Through the Ages, a brief note describing these 
chiefs appeared under the head “The Cholas of Nidugal”.* The author of 
this note expressed the view that the Nidugal Chola chiefs ruled between 
8th and 12th century A.D. as subordinates of the Gangag earlier, and of 
the Chalukyas of Kalyana later. However, so far no evidence has 
appeted to show that the Chola chiefs were subordinate to the Gangas 
any time. The reference to a Gangul Pallava Raja’ in one of the 


inscriptions has probably prompted them to pass this remark. 


While editing certain Telugu records from Anantapur and 
Cuddapah districts of Andhra Pradesh, K.A.Nilakantasastri made certain 
observations on the so-called Cholas of Nidugal.° He felt that the Chola 
chiefs ruling from Renadu and Tumkur regions assumed similar epithets 
like Erigal Mutturaja, Erigal Dhanafijaya, Erigal Dugaraju, etc., and as 
such both these families were to be regarded as identical. Further, he 
was inclined to believe that Erigalvadi and Erigal were place names and 
should be identified with Nidugal in Pavugada taluk of Tumkur district. 
Also, according to him, it was from the Nidugal region that they 
expanded eastward in the neighbouring tracts of Anantapur-Cuddapah 
districts in Andhra Pradesh. However, this last opinion of the learned 


scholar is difficult to accept because of the following reasons : 


1. The identity of Erigal with Nidugal is not established. No 


inscription from Nidugal ever mentions it as Erigal. 


2. The carly inscriptions of this Chola family do not come from 
Nidugal or its surrounding areas in Tumkur district. On the other hand, 
a few of them have been reported from Cuddapah district in Andhra 


Pradesh.’ 


3. Even in the later days of Chola Chieftains of this region, it was 
not Nidugal which served as their capital. It was first Govifidavadi,° 


then Henjeru or Hemavati,° and still later, Nidugal.’° 


4. The inscriptions mentioning Chéla Dhananjaya found in 
Sravanagudi in Madhugiri taluk, Tumkur district, are all hero-stone 
records’ and imply intrigues taking place in the region about the middle 
of the 8th century A.D. As such, the area of castern part of Madhugiri 


may at best have been western peripheral region of the Telugu Cholas of 


Renadu. 


5. The places which served as headquarters for the Telugu Chola 
rulers of Renadu were located in Cuddapah district and _ its 


neighbourhood.'* 


6. The Gangas were considerably formidable in this region and 
would not have allowed the independent rule of another dynasty in 
Pavugada, Sira, Madhugiri areas. In fact, certain Ganga inscriptions are 
found in eastern parts of Tumkur district (including Pavugada taluk) and 
the western parts of Anantapur district between Sth and 8th centuries 
A.D. These are as follows : Pura inscription,” Gubbi taluk, Tumkur 
disctict (c. Sth c. A.D.); Melekote inscription,‘ Tumkur taluk, Tumkur 
district (c. 5th c. A.D.); Kadagattur inscription'®, Maddagiri taluk, 
Tumkur district (c. 6th c. A.D.); Chikkasarangi inscription,’° Tumkur 
taluk, Tumkur disctrict (748 A.D.); Jangamarahalli inscription,’’ Tumkur 
district (c. 8th c.A.D.); Honnudike inscription,’® Tumkur taluk, Tumkur 
district (c. 8th c. A.D.); Penukonda inscription, '® Penukonda taluk, 
Anantapur district (Sth c. A.D.); Sasanakota inscription,’ Hindupur 
taluk, Anantapur district, Andhra Pradesh. None of these alludes to a 


family of Cholas in the region. 


There is not the slightest indication of any Chola chieftains 
ruling the region with Nidugal as the centre, during Sth-8th centuries 
A.D. Therefore, the views of Nilakantasastri (1956)”) and M. Rama Rao 
(1974) that Erigal was Nidugal and that the Renadu Cholas began their 


rule from Nidugal does not stand scrutiny. 
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Whatever the controversy regarding the connection or otherwise 
of Renadu Cholas and Dhananjaya of Sravanagudi inscriptions, it 
remains a fact that the family claimed descent from Karikala Chola,” 
apparently the famous king Karikala of the Sangam age. It is possible 
that a prince of the Sangam Chola family migrated northwards into 
central eastern and southern parts of southern Andhra in carly times and 
established himself as chieftain. His successors continued for a couple 
of centuries against heavy odds from the other minor chieftaincies like 
those of the Banas, the Vaidumbas, the Gangas and the Nolamba 
Pallavas, and in all probability established branches as _ petty 
chieftaincies in the southern half of Andhra Pradesh and adjoining arféas 
of Karnataka. As will be shown later, one of these branches probably 
took service as subordinates of the Nolamba-Pallavas”“ when the latter 


assumed importance in Nolambavadi-32000 with Henjeru as capital. 


From the beginning of the 11th century a connected history of 
the Cholas of Chitradurga-Tumkur-Anantapur belt is traceable. Before 
we take up this case, it will be appropriate to recount the evidence 


relating to the Cholas of Erigal. The [below /chart) speaks of various rulers 


of Cholas of Erigal. 
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There are various branches of Chola chiefs who ruled over the 
regions of Kurnool and Anantapur district of Andhra Pradesh. 
Although, the origin and fall of the Chola dynasties is not yet traced, 
some of the rulers called themselves descendents of Karikala Chola of 
Sangam fame. The following are the various Chola chiefs who ruled 
over these regions : Bijjana Chola Maharaja the ruler of Kanne-300, 
Pedakal-300 and Naravadi-500; Mahamandalesvara Ballaya Chola 
Maharaja who ruled over Sindavadi-1000 and Kanne-300; Kandur 
Tondarasa Chola Maharaja who ruled over Kollipake-7000. Similarly, 
Kondaya Chola Maharaja, Udayaditya Chola Maharaja and Chidanna 


Chola Maharaja ruled over these regions.” 


It was pointed out above that one of the branches of the Cholas 
established itself in the Chitradurga-Tumkur-Anantapur belt. Hitherto 
scholars have generally described this family of Chola chiefs as the 
Cholas of Nidugal. But it will be shown below that this designation is 
only partially valid in view of the fact that before Nidugal became their 
capital, for nearly two centuries they had ruled from Govifidavadi and 
Henjeru as successive capitals. (Beginning of lith century to 1196 


A.D.). 


With regard to the origin of this family some scholars have 


. . Bo ; ; . 
proposed certain suggestions. Yasodadevi considercd that this was a 
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branch of the Telugu Chola family,’° in which case one has to trace the 
inception of this family to Cuddapah region. Kuppuram on the other 
hand considered them as feudatories of imperial Cholas who owing to 
commercial contact migrated from Tamil country to Nidugal.”’ 
Chaluvarajan expressed a similar opinion when he stated that, these 


Chola chicts were migrants from Tamilnad, who came on Jaitrayatra 


and settled in Nidugal.** 


Similarly, Chetty is of the opinion that because these Cholas 
ruled over Telugu regions they are called Telugu Chola and probably 
were the off-shoot of the Renadu Cholas. An attempt has also been 
made by the author to give political history, genealogy and chronology 
of these Chola chiefs, which are studied, analysed and revised in the 
present work. At the same time the tracing of the origin of these Chola 
chiefs to Renadu Cholas or calling them Telugu Chola is not acceptable 


because of lack of authentic sources.”® 


It should be noted that the inscriptions of this Chola family. right 
from the beginning indirectly reveal the principal homeland of their early 
activities. A point that has been missed by previous scholars is the fact 
that the chiefs are given the epithet Roddada-gova™® which term means 
"protector of Rodda". An administrative division named Rodda-300 is 


frequently referred to in the inscriptions’’ and it comprised the southern 
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parts of Anantapur district in Andhra Pradesh. Its headquarters was 
Roddam about 10 kms west of Penukonda, the taluk headquarters. On 
this ground, it may be suggested that the carly activities of these Chola 
chiefs were centred in Rodda-300 region. This is further strengthened 
by the fact that Mangarasa, the third important ruler of the dynasty, is 
stated in his inscriptions as ruling over Rodda-300 and Kaniyakal-300.” 
It will be of interest to note that the modern Jangamarahalli in the 
southern part of Pavugada taluk is called in their inscription Voreyur’’, 


obviously after Uraiyur, the ancient capital of Cholas in Tamilnad. 


Since nothing is known about the connections of Jata, the 
earlicst known member of the family,’* with the Cholas of Erigal, it will 
be futile to trace their descent from the latter. It can only be stated that 
the family began to assume prominence in the region of Rodda from the 


time of Jata, about the beginning of 11th century. 


The chiefs of this family had such titles as Oreyur- 
puravaresvara,”® (Lord of the city of Oreyur) Kasyapa-kula-pavitra®® 
(born in the pure Kasyapa lineage), Simha-lanchhana”’ (bearing the 
insignia of lion), belonging to the family of Karikala Chola,** 
Cholesvaradeva-labdha-vara-prasada”’ (born of the boon of God 
Cholégvara), Kichaka-vrikodara”® (Bhima to Kichaka), protector of 


Rodda,*' Sah#Jéva in wielding the sword,*? worshipper of feet of Hara 
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/ 
(Siva), Karnataka-karna-ratna-mekhal-alankara,““ K@anchipura- 
tankara,** Aiyyanakakara of a Mahamandalésvara,“° Aruvattunalku- 


mandalikara-talegonda-ganda, “’ etc. 


Political History 


The Chiefs Ruling from Govindavadi 


Jata 


The earliest known member of the Chola family is Jata. Though 
he does not figure in the inscriptions of his early successors, he is 
mentioned in the record of Irungola HII (c. 1232-1280 A.D.) from 
Nidugal.“* The inscription does not reveal the specific political 
achievement of this ruler. But it may be surmised that he ruled about 
the beginning of the 11th century and that he was probably serving as a 
petty chief in the Tumkur region, as a subordinate of the Nolamba rulers 


of Henjeru. 
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Brahmadeva (c. 1040) 


Jata was succeeded by his son Brahmadeva. He was also known 
by other names like Bhogendra‘’®, and Bhoga’’. In the genealogical 
account cf later chiefs, he figures in only one inscription, i.c., the 
Nidugal record of Irungola III*', wherein he is mentioned as the son of 
Jata. There is at least one inscription that can be ascribed to his reign. 
It comes from Kvarya™ in Sira taluk of Tumkur district. It is dated in 
the reign of Kalyana Chalukya king Jagadckamalla I (c. 1015-1040 
A.D.). In this inscription, the Chola chief Bommadeva is mentioned as 
Mahamandalésvara Bommadeva Chola Maharaja. He is stated to have 


been ruling over Govindavadi. 


The record further describes him as a Kshatriya belonging to the 
Kasyapa gotra, having such titles as Oreyurapura-varadhisvara (Lord of 
the city or Oreyir), Roddada-gova (protetor of Rodda), Khadga- 
sahadeva (a Sahadeva in wielding the sword). Hara-padaradhaka 
(worshipper of the feet of God Hara),* etc. Another title of his 
-occurring in this record was Nolambanalim munniriva* (foremost among 
the servants of the Nolamba chief). This suggests that he was a 
subordinate of the Nolambas of Henjéru. The Nolamba ruler at this time 


was Nars:i Nolamba”’ (c. 1044-1052 A.D.). 
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The Kvarya record’’ of Bommadeva reveals that these Chola 
chiefs rose to the prominence under this chief to the status of 
Mahamandaleésvaras, whence records were begun to be issued by them. 
It is also clear that the areca ruled over by them was the Govindavadi 


region. 
Mangarasa (c. 1079-1083) 


According to inscriptions of Irungola 11°’ and Ganesvara,** the 
line of Chola chiefs begins with Mangaras? However, in the Nidugal 
inscrpition of Irungola Ill’?, he figures as the son and successor of 
Bommadeva. He was also known by other names, such as Iriva 
Mangarasa®™ and Kalimangi.“’ Nidugalbetta cpigraph dated 1292 A.D. 
states that he acquired the name ‘destroyer of the Matangas' by 
destroying the elephants, his enemies, but who those enemies were is not 
known. There are two inscriptions ascribable to the period of his reign. 
The earlier of these is from Haulagi®™ (Gooty taluk, Anantapur district) 
dated 1079 A.D. in the reign of Chalukya emperor Vikramaditya VI. ii 
contains a long list of epithets of Mahamandalesvara Mangarasa, which 
include in addition to those of Bommarasa, Kichaka Vrikodara (Bhima 
to Kichaka), Simhalanchana (bearing the insignia of lion) and 
Chélesvaradeva-labdha-varaprasada (born of the boon of God 


Cholesvara). He was ruling over Rodda-300 and Kaniyakal-300. The 
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other inscription of his reign is from Undabanda® also in the Gooty 
taluk of Anantapur district. Here he is mentioned as Mahamandalésvara 
Iriva Mangarasa Chola belonging to the family of Karikala Chola. The 
record is dated c. 1082-83 A.D. in the reign of Chalukya Vikramaditya 


VI. 


From the above two inscriptions it can be made out that 
Mangarasa’s authority extended over the two administrative divisions, 
namely, Kaniyakal-300 with its capital at Govindavadi and Rodda-300 
with its capital at Rodda.““ These two divisions comprised parts of 
Rayadurga, Kalyanadurga, Gooty, Hindupur and Penukonda taluks of 
Anantapur district and parts of Chitradurga district. They were 
subdivisions of Nolambavadi-32000. When exactly did Mangarasa's 


reign come to an end is not clear. 
Bichi 


According to Nidugal inscription of Irungola I1I®> Mangarasa was 
succeeded by his son Bichi. The same chief is mentioned as Babbi®™ in 
the Nidugal record of Ganésvara, which eulogises him by stating that the 
world became the Mastapa (pavilion) for the dance of his fame and that 


in the blazing fire of his valour an enemy of Sagaramasva was sacrificed 
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so that he obtained happiness Svarga. However, no records of this 


chief have come to light so far. 
Govindarasa 


The son and successor of Bichi according to the above records” 
was Govindarasa. No record of this chief has been found. That his wife 
was Mahadevi is known from Nidugal inscription®® of his grandson 


Mallideva. Irungola I was their son. 
Irungola I (c. 1107-1143 A.D.) 


From the time of Irungola I, the inscriptions of the Chola chiefs 
begin to occur more or less regularly. As many as eight inscriptions of 
this chief are known. They are found in Challakere® taluk of 
Chitradurga district, Sira’”? taluk of Tumkur district, Kalyanadurga,”’ 
Gooty”? and Madaksira’”® taluks of Anantapur district. They range from 
1107 to 1142 A.D. Thus, Mahamandalesvara Irurigola Chola Maharaja 
served under three Chalukya emperors, viz., Vikramaditya VI, 
Somesvara III and Jagadékamalla II." The geographical distribution of 
his inscriptions shows that he was a more important chief than his 
predecessors. In the reign of Vikramaditya VI, he seems to have held 


control of Kaniyakal-300 division from its capital Govindavadi.”* But, 
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under Somésvara Hil Irungola extended his authority further, as indicated 
by Doddabanagere inscription of 1127 A.D.’* This record states that he 
was ruling over Kaniyakal-300, Rodda-300, Haruve-300 and Sindavadi- 


1000. 


His subordinate officers like Aiharasa’’ of Bangicheru-30, 
Mahaprabhu Eraka-maragamunda’® of Suliyanur-70, Mahapradhana and 
military officer Ketanavergayya’® are known from his records. The 
Doddabanagere inscription’ describes him as Mahamandalesvara 
Virapandya Irungola Chola. It is possible that he assumed this title 
Virapandya because his mother Mahadévi probably belonged to the 


Pandya family of Uchchangi. 


Although Irungola's inscriptions do not make any reference to his 
conflict with the Hoysalas, the inscriptions of Hoysala Vishnuvardhana 
reveal that Irungola was at daggers drawn against the Hoysala king. 
Vishnuavardhana fancied such titles as "Kumbha-Sambhava (Agastya) to 
the ocean of Irungol’s army',*! "a thunder to the conceited goose pride 
Irungola",*? a mighty elephant in breaking through the forest of the 
plantain stems the spear of Irungola’,"® "a sun in piercing the dense 
darkness the Irungola's arm", and claimed to have captured Irungola's 


fort.‘ As none of the inscriptions refers to Irungola as subordinate of 


the Hloysalas, it can be surmiscd that he stood by the Chalukyas of 


are 


Kalyana and remained a formidable foe of Vishnuvardhana, though he 


might have suffered some temporary setbacks now and then. 


In 1131 A.D. Vishnuvardhana boasted of overpowering Henjeru 
and of having been a terror to Govindavadi. It probably refers to the 
conflict that took place in 1128. A record adds that Rodda was in the 


list of territories conqured by Vishnuavardhana. 


A record from Govindavadi refers to the conflict of Irungola 
with another Telugu Chola subordinate of Vikramaditya VI namely, 
Ballidéva Chola Maharaja. The battle was fought at Kaniyakdlu, in 


which certain Masavi Mayindaya died by the sword of Irungola. 


The Nidugal®’ inscription of Mallideva's time informs that 
Nidugal was given to Tantrapala Namana for protecting it by Irungola I. 


This place was destined to play an important role in the future history of 


the Chola chiefs. 


Some of the epithets like Karnata-Karnaratna-mékhalala- 


ankara, Kanchi-nupura-ratnakara, etc., mentioned in the Hemavati 
inscription®® of his time appear to have been applied to him. The same 


record mentions Alpadévi as his queen. She was a follower of Jaina 
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religion and lay disciple of the Kranurgana of Kundakundanvaya. She 


seems to have renovated a Jaina temple at Kottasivarama.”’ 


The Chiefs Ruling from Henjeru 


Mallideva (c. 1143-1196) 


Irungola I was succeeded by his son Jagadekamalla Mallideva. 
He is also described as Vira-Nolamba-Jagadékamalla-Mallideva Chola 
Maharaja,“* Bhogadéva,*® Piriya Bhoga”’ and Bhoéga’' in various 
inscriptions of his dynasty. He was believed to have performed the 
duties of Bhogendra (king of serpent) by bearing the burden of the 
whole earth. As many as 13 inscriptions belonging to his reign are 
known. These are found in Hemavati?? (Madaksira taluk, Anantapur 
district), Nagenahalli?? (Rayadurga taluk, Anantapur district), 
Nidugalbetta,°** |§ Mangalavada,°> Arasikere’® and  Racharlu’’ (all 
Pavugada taluk of Tumkur district), Obalapura®® and Mahadevapura”® 
(both in Challakere taluk of Chitradurga district). In all his inscriptions 
he is stated to be ruling from Henjeru, i.e., Hemavati, as the capital. 
This shows that the Chola chiefs shifted their headquarters from 
Govindavadi to Hemavati. The reason for this is not clear. But it is 


possible that Mallidéva was born of a princess of Nolamba family and 
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there was no male heir to succeed to the Nolamba throne, thereby the 
political authority became vested in Chola Chief Mallideva. The fact 
that he is given the epithet Vira-Nolarnba’® also points to this 
possibility. The last known date of Irungola I is 1143 A.D.'° 
Mallideva'’s earliest inscription is in the reign of Chalukya 
Jagadékamalla.'°? Thus, c. 1143 A.D. may be regarded as his first 
regnal year. His epithet Jagadékamalla also indicates that he came to the 
throne in the reign of Chalukya Jagadékamalla II. Mallideva became a 


temporary subordinate to the Kalachuris. 


Mallideva was a prominent chief of the Chola family. According 
to Nidugal inscription of his reign, Heggade Bommana’’’ was his 
minister. In one of the inscriptions he is given the title Tribhuvanamalla 
Mallideva,'*‘ apart from the traditional epithets held by his predecessors. 
Mallideva also had such titles as Aravattanalku-Mandalikara-tolegonda- 
ganda’ (one who took the heads of 64 Mandalikas) and Rodda-Malla.'°* 
His kingdom consisted of Roddanadu, Kaniyakal-nadu, Sirenadu and 


Haruvenadu, and these were administered from his capital Henjeru.'°” 


An inscription from Parigi'®* (Hindupur taluk, Anantapur 
district) dated 1178 A.D. indicates that the authority of Hoysala Ballala 
II had been firmly established in Nolambavadi region in that year. From 


this it can be surmised that Chola Mallideva was subdued by Hoysala 
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Ballala II at least for some time. The chiefdom of Chola Mallideva had 
extended up to Parigi. It is interesting to note that in his inscriptions he 


never acknowledges the supremacy of the Hoysalas over him. 


From his inscriptions we come to know that he had four queens, 
namely, Lakshmadevi,'®? Ballidévi,''? Sitadevi'!! and Bijjaladévi.'!? 
Lakshmadeévi and Ballidévi were the senior queens. In a record 
Ballidévi is stated to be governing Sirivolalkere.'’” He acted probably as 


a subordinate of Chola Kulottunga II''* for sometime. 


The earlier hostile relation of the Chola chiefs with the Hoysalas 
of Dorasamudra seems to have turned friendly for sometime. 
Mallideva's contemporary Hoysala Narasimha I does not appear to have 
been antagonistic to the Chola chief. On the other hand, an inscription 
of 1160 A.D.''* refers to the marriage of Mallidéva's son Irungonadeva 
II with Siriyadcvi who appears to have been the daughter of Bhujabala- 
Vira-Ganga-Hoysala Narasimhadeva I.''© This matrimonial alliance 
could be one of the reasons for peace between the Hoysalas and the 
Chola chiefs until the advent of Ballala II. From the later inscriptions it 
is known that Mallidéva alias Bhogadéva had another son named 


Bammideva.''’ The last known date of Mallidéva is 1196 A.D.""° 


t 
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Irungola II (c. 1196-1219) 


No inscription of this chief has come to light so far, but he must 
have succeeded his father, as one of the inscriptions’ ” of Hoysala 
Ballala II mentions the latter as having put to flight Irungola 
(rungo lana-benkonda-ganda) and Pandya (probably tho Pandya chief 
of Uchchangi). Another record of Hoysala Ballala dated 1218 A.D.'?° 
refers to his camping near Nidugal. Obviously, the rivalry between the 
Chola chiefs and the Hoysalas was revived in the reign of Irungola and it 
is possible that control over some parts of the chiefdom was lost by the 


Chola chief. 


The Chiefs Ruling from Nidugal 


Bommadeva II (c. 1219-1225 A.D.) 


Bommadeva II or Brahma‘”' was another son of Mallidéva and 
succeeded the Chola throne after his brother Irungola II. Only one 
inscription found in Brahmagiri hill’?*? (Molakalmuru taluk, Chitradurga 
district) is known of his reign. It is dated 1219 A.D. According to the 
genealogy given in this record he was the son of Bhogi (i.e., Mallidéva) 


by Bijjaladévi. The same record states that he took under his possession 
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Rodda, Kaniyakal, Sirenad, Hombulige of Madiyammenad, Lunke, 
Norumba, Nolambavadi, Ramadi (Iramadi) and many other regions and 
was protecting the land guarded by the ocean. This probably indicates 
that he was able to procure back certain territories lost by his 
predecessor Irungola II]. These conquests were probably achieved by 
Bommadeva when Ballala II was busy interfering in the Pandya affairs in 


Tamilnad. 


It is interesting to note that this inscription gives an account of 
Bicha who is described as son of Ajjana and grandson of Malligauda of 
Chaturtha-varna'”” (Sidra). Kaniyakalnadu was under the control of 
Ajjana. Minister Bicha is stated to have built at the orders of king 
Bamma a fort connecting Nidugal and Haniya in order to subdue the 
enemies. The impregnable fort at Nidugal is eulogized as having shaken 
the Pallava, blinded the Andhras, scared the Karnataka (Hoysala ?), 
frightened the Anga and Vanga kings, made the Malava king to turn his 
back and get into a hole, trembled the Yadava (Seuna) king.'** In a 13th 
century inscription from Roppa'”’ (Chitradurga district), it is stated that 
Roddda-gova Nigalankamalladeva Bammadeva had four sons named, 


Bijjanadeva, Biradéva, Irungona and Bavantigadeva. 


Irungola III (c. 1225-1280) 


Bommadeva was succeeded by his son Irungola Ill. His earliest 
record is dated 1232 A.D. and comes from Nidugal.’”° It appears that he 
shifted his capital to the Nidugal fort, since his inscription from 
Abbinavole!”’ (Chitradurga district). Kambaduru’’* (Anantapur district), 
Nidugal'’” (Tumkur district), etc., mention him ruling from that place. 


As many as ten inscriptions refer to him, out of which two are from 
Nidugal.'*° The other inscriptions are found in Sira’®’ and Pavugada'” 
taluks of Tumkur district, Hiriyu?® and Molakalmuru'™’ taluks of 
Chitradurga district and Kalyanadurga’>’ taluk of Anantapur district in 
Andhra. This shows that his authority extended over parts of 
Chitradurga, Tumkur and Anantapur districts. He had a very long reign, 
lasting until 1277 A.D.'°* His first record’®’ apart from recording 
donations to a Jaina temple, praises the hill-fort Kalanjana or Nidugal, 


which must have indeed been a formidable fortress. The same record 


also mentions one Gangeya Nayaka who is described as Irungola's 


subordinate. 


From an inscription of 1270 A.D.'** found in Tumkur and 
belonging to the reign of Hoysala Narasimha III, it is known that 
Irungola’s forces under the leadership of Gulleya Nayaka raided 


Anebiddasarinad (the region around Tumkur) which was under the 
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control of Kumara-Vira-Chikka-Ketayya-Nayaka a subordinate of the 
Hoysala king. It is further stated that a hero named Appayya Nayaka 


died in the encounter. 


Another inscription from Katikera’®®? near Belur dated 1276 
A.D., also in the reign of Hoysala Narasimha III, states that the Seuna 
army under the chiefs Saluva Tikkama, Jinadéva Haripalayya and 
Irungana (Irungola) had marched against Dorasamudra and encamped 
nearby. Nanjayya and Gullaya are stated to have pursued the Seuna at 


the orders of their emperor. 


These two evidences clearly show that Irungola III was not only 
hostile to the Hoysalas but also gave company to the Seunas in their 


efforts against the Hoysalas. The Seuna ruler about this time was 


Ramachandra. 


An inscription from Amarapura’*® refers to the rule of 
Tripurantakadeva son of Irungola Chola Maharaja. It states that 
Tripurantakadeva was ruling Haniyadurga in 1262, when certain grants 
were made to Saiva temples in Tailangere in Sirenadu. But this person 
does not figure in the genealogical records*’ of Irungola's successors. 


Therefore, it may be assumed that Tripurantakadeva was assisting his 
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father Irungola in administration of a part of the chiefdom but 


predeceased his father. 


e. 
ee 
Perumaladeva (c. 1280-1286) 


Perumaladeva succeeded to the throne around 1280 A.D. The 
Nidugal'*” inscription of that date has been ascribed by its editor to 
Ganésvaradéva Chola Maharaja. This inscription is badly damaged and 
the name of the chief has been placed into brackets by the editor of the 
record, thereby suggesting that the reading is open to doubt. Since in 
1286 A.D. we have a clear record of Perumaladeva Chola Maharaja’? it 


may be suggested that the Nidugal inscription of 1280 A.D.'** also 


belongs to Perumaladeva. 


The Nidugal inscripiion’** of 1286 A.D. informs that 
Perumaladeva Chola Maharaja marched upon Hullugal Kalinga 
Sidiladeva-Bommarasa when in an encounter with the enemy his 
Mahapradhana Késavayana Ramayya died fighting. In the battle Sidila- 


Bommarasa had represented probably the Hoysalas. 


Another undated inscription’** from the same place also refers to 
the death of a person in Perumaladeva's reign. It is interesting to note 


that a herostone record from Talatore'*’ (Hassan district) belonging to 
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the reign of Hoysala Vira Narasimha III dated 1286 A.D. informs about 
the march of Vira Narasimhadeva to capture Nidugal fort. Bageyakere 
was destroyed and a person named Mayanayaka, the son of Kachiya 
Nayaka and Kachigaudi, died a heroic death. A third inscription of 


December 21st the same year, also of Hoysala Narasimha III, from 
Basavapattana'“* (Hassan district) commemorates the death of one 
Ramayyanayaka who died in the battle of Harigi at the time of the 
capture of Nidugal fort by Narasimha III. These records leave no doubt 
that the Cholas of Nidugal were clearly on the defensive and the Hoysala 
forces gained the upper hand. Since Prumaladeva is no more heard of 
after 1286 A.D., it is even possible that he died in the encounter. 


Hoysala Narasimha III must have conquered the Nidugal fort sometime 


between May 7th to December 21st, 1286 A.D.**° 


Bamma III (1280) 


As per the genealogy given in the inscription of Ganesvara 
Chola’”®, Irungola had another son named Vira Bamma. It is not known 
whether this person actually succeeded his brother Perumaladeva or not, 
through the same inscription mentions that one Baicha was the 
commander-in-chief of Vira Bommarasa thereby suggesting the 
possibility of his having ruled for sometime. In that case he must have 


ruled only for a short while. 
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Ganesvaradeva (c. 1286-1292) 


In 1292 A.D. Ganésvara was on the throne at Nidugal.'*! He 
was the son of Vira Bomma and grandson of Irungola Ill. His 
inscription’? gives the genealogy of the family right from Mangi. It also 
states that Baicha-dandanayaka, the commander-in-chief of Vira 
Bommarasa and of Ganésvara, conquered Nidugal and made grant of the 


village Moréyur for God Somanathadéva there. His other inscriptions 


from Hosur!*? 


(Tumkur district), dated a few months after in the same 
year, is a herostone inscription which states that it was the Prathama- 
Rajya (1st Year of his rule). The record states that in the attack on 
Hulikunte by Rayanayaka, the son Kuduluru Mahasamanta Doddagercya 


Nayaka, three persons, namely, Pemeya-nayaka, his son Abayanayaka 


and his father-in-law Bommeyanayaka fought the enemies and died. 


Brahmadeva IV (c. 1292-1310 A.D.) 


Moporu record refers to his rule in 1309 A.D. The chief had the 


7 6 
title Basava-sankara. 
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The Chiefs Ruling from Gundanahalli 


Irungola IV (c. 1310-1320) 


In spite of the successful attempts of Ganesvaradeva to keep 
Nidugal under his control, it seems to have slipped from the hands of 
Chola chiefs. Thus in 1320 A.D. Irungoladeva is mentioned in an 
inscription as ruling from Gundanahalli’** (Gundlahalli, Pavugada taluk, 
Tumkur district). The same record also informs that Borasamudra of 
Harivanadahalli was gifted away by Allapanayaka, Sodayya Nayaka, 
Bireyanayaka, the sons of Nachayanayaka, who in turn was the son of 


Irungola IV. No event of Irungonadéva's reign is lit up by other 


inscriptions. 
The Chiefs Ruling from Gudiyakunte 
Bairarasa (c. 1337) 
The next record of the Chola chiefs comes from 
Doddabanagere’** (Sira taluk, Tumkur district) and is dated 1337 A.D. 


It mentions Mahamandalésvara Bairarasa Chola Maharaja of Gudiyakunte 


as a subordinate of Mahasamantadhipati Holakal Bommanayaka. The 


latter was ruling from his capital Nidugal.’*° 


Thus, under Hoysala 
Ballala III, the Nidugal fort had been handed over to a Nayaka family. 
It may be noted that another record of Vira Ballala III dated 1340 A.D. 
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from Anantapur district mentions Chikkabommayya Nayaka son of 


Holakal Gangeyanayaka, governing Nidugal Rajya. The Doddabanagere 


inscription’** 


mentioned carlier also refers to the two sons of Bairarasa 
Chola Maharaja, namely, Kesarasa and Vijayarasa. Bairasa Chola 
Maharaja may, perhaps, be identified with the son of Nachayya Nayaka 


and grandson of Irungunadeva (Irungola IV) mentioned in the 


Gundanahalli inscription. He is the last known chief of the family. 


However, in an inscription from Rantavalalu'”’ (Madhugiri taluk, 
Tumkur district) dated 1481 A.D. one hears of a family of Cholas, 
described as a Cholara-makkalu or sons of the Cholas. Instead of Chola 
Maharaja, they called themselves Chola-maha-arasu. The record refers 
to two persons of this family, viz., Bayirajadeva and his son Ramapa- 
deva. The former is styled as Mahamandalesvara. In the absence of 
information from any other source, it is difficult to trace the connection 


of this family with the earlier Nidugal Chola chiefs. 
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GENEALOGY AND CHRONOLOGY 
OF THE CHOLAS OF NIDUGAL 


Jata (Beginning of the 11th. A.D.) 
| 


Brahmadéva/Bhogendra/Bhogi (c. 1040 A.D.) 


| 


Mangarasa/Irivamangarasa/Kalimangi (c. 1079-1083 A.D.) 
Bichi 
| 
Govindarasa 
Iruhgola (c. 1107-1143 A.) 


Mallidéva/Periya Bhoga/Bhogadéva (c.1143-1196 A.D.) 
| 


T, la 
Irungola-Hl Bommideéva-II/Brahma 
(c.1196-1219 A.D. (c. 1219-1225 A.D.) 


Irungola-IIl (c. 1225-1280 A.D.) 


el . 


Tripurantaka Bomma-Ill Perumaladéva Nangavve 
(c.1262 AD.) (c.1280 A.D.) — (c. 1280-1286 A.D.) 


| : 


Ganésvara Irungoladéva-IV 
(c. 1292 A.D.) (c. 1310-1320 A.D.) 
Brahmadéva-IV Nachayanayaka 
' (c.1292-1310 A.D.) | 
-_ _—- - 
Allapanayaka Sadoyyanayaka (Birayya) 


Bairarasa (c.1337 A.D.) 


| 


Keésarasa Vijayarasa 
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CHAPTER - III 


ASPECTS OF ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 


The Chiefs' Claims to Legitimacy 


From the very inception of their power, the Chola chiefs openly 
acknowledged their status as the feudatories of the Chalukyas of 
Kalyana. Their career in the political arena probably started in the 
region of Rodda, as indicated by their epithet Roddada-gova’ (protector 
of Rodda), Roddam_ being a place in Penukonda taluk of Anantpur 
district. With the changing political situation, the administrative 
authority expanded a bit further over the neighbouring regions, 
comprising the Gooty taluk of Anantapur district, Molakalmuru and 
Hiriyur taluks of Chitradurga district, Penukonda and Hindupur taluks of 
Anantapur district, Sira, Pavugada and Madhugiri taluks of Tumkur 


district. 


The chiefs assumed somewhat contradictory titles, namely, 
Mahamandalésvara’® and Maharaja,’ the former indicating a subordinate 
status while the latter, a regal status. However, the epithet Maharaja is 


invariably coupled with their dynastic nomenclature, viz., Chola, i.c., 


43 


Chola Maharaja.‘ Hence, they were Chola Maharajas. It may be noted 
that the epithets like Maharaja during the medieval period still stood 
hierarchically on a lower plane, because titles like Maharajaddhiraja were 


being assumed by kings claiming imperial status as, for instance, the 


Chalukyas of Kalyana. 


Thus, in the larger administrative sct up of the Chalukya State, 
these Chola chiefs enjoyed a feudal status, which they willingly accepted 
through out the reign period of the Chalukyas of Kalyana, and after the 
latter's fall, they were not ready to change their allegiance, in spite of 
stiff impositions from the Hoysala’s of Dvarasamudra, and the Yadavas 
of Devagiri. The region over which these chiefs exercised their 
authority was strategically significant, as it formed the south-eastern 
precincts of the Chalukya State, and as such occupied a position 
vulnerable to the onslaughts of the Cholas of Tanjavur. It is curious to 
note that the Chola chiefs never claimed descent from the imperial 
Cholas. On the other hand, they considered it a matter of pride and 
legitimacy to have been the descendents of Karikala Chola* of the 
Sangam fame. Because of their long acquaintance with the region, the 
chiefs had become culturally part and parcel of that region. This fact 
becomes obvious when we note that all their inscriptions are in the 
Kannada language. It is probably for this reason that they would 


remain allegiant to Chalukya dynasty of Karnataka rather than to the 
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imperial Cholas of Tanjavur. They never tended to be the agents of the 
imperial Cholas, for it is well-known that wherever the Cholas expanded 
their empire by new conquests they introduced Tamil language for 
administrative purposes. They claimed to have belonged to the lincage 
of Kasyapa and they also claimed Ksatriya status to the solar race. They 
called themselves Lord of city of Oreytr and boasted of their 


Simhalanchana (lion crest).° 


The long support they had extended to the Chalukyas did not go 
unrewarded. This is demonstrated by the fact that when the Nolamba- 
Pallava authority came to an end at Hefijeru they practically seemed to 
have exercised almost independent authority in spite of accepting feudal 
titles. In this connection it may be mentioned that earlier the Chola 
chiefs were subordinates of the Nolamba Pallavas.’ From this point of 
view it may not be incorrect to describe the area ruled over by these 


Chola chiefs as an autonomous state or buffer state. 


By adopting epithets of the emperors, they apparently claimed 
imperial sanction to their authority. This is indicated in such titltes of 
Mallideva as Tribhuvanamalla,* Jagadékamalla,’? etc. This, on the one 
hand, confirmed their loyalty to the imperial authority and, on the other, 
presented them as legitimate representatives of the imperial rulers. They 


also assumed such high sounding epithets as Aravattunalku Mandalikara 
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Talegonda-ganda’’ (one who had severed the heads of sixty four 
Mandalikas), Kanchinupurarantakara and  Aiyyanankaxara’' of 
Mahamandalesvara, thus projecting their prowess. The epithet karndata- 
karnaratna-mékhalalankara’’ leaves no dcubt as to the fact that they 
were also claiming native status. This is further suppc’ ed by the 
exclusive use of Kannada in their records. They further broached of 
investiture of their political authority by the divine grace and this is 
revealed by their claims to such epithets as 'Born of boon of God 
Chodlésvaradeva"? (Chdlesvaradévalabdha-vara-prasada). Perhaps 
claim to an element of divinity in themselves is also disclosed in the 
association of gods installed after their names such as Irungolésvara, 


Mangesvara,'* etc. Like the imperial Cholas they were ardent believers 


i é 
in Siva and patronised Saivism which added divine sanction to their 


‘legitimacy. 


They employed the age-old method of making gifts to 
Brahmanas, priests, ascetics and temples. This helped them to 
demonstrate their inclinations to Dharmic injections prescribed in the 
Sastras. Thereby they could maintain rapport with priestly class and 


project their image before the subjects as patrons of the established 


order. 
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There are other indications of their aspirations to legimating 
their authority. Thus, though they claimed descent from Tamil Chola 
family of rulers, they employed the vernacular of the region, i.e., 
Kannada for all the stone inscriptions issucd by them. It is significant 
that, unlike the imperial Chola family which almost imposed Tamil 
officers in the conquered Kannada arcas and issued Tamil inscriptions, 
the Chola chiefs here used the local Kannada language. Of course, there 
is a solitary pillar inscription’’ which is in Tamil and the use of Tamil in 
this particular inscription may be clearly explained away by the fact that 
the donor merchants hailed from the Tamil land, then under Chola 


Kulottunga. 


Shifting of Capitals 


An interesting phenomenon noticed in a previous chapter on the 
political history of the Chola chicfs, is the shifting of the administrative 
headquarters, no less than three times, during the course of their history 
(from the beginning of lith century to the end of 14th century). 
Govindavadi’® (in Kaniyakal-300 division) was their chief headquarters 
at the beginning of their rule, i.e., 11th century to the end of the rule of 
Irungola I, i.e., 1143 A.D. Mallideva, son of Irungola I, soon after his 
accession shifted his capital from Goviudavadi to Henjéru’’ (Madaksira 


taluk, Anantapur district). Only during his reign and that of his 
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successor Irungola II did Henjeru remain as the capital. Later from the 
reign of Bammidéva II, i.e., 1219 to 1280 Nidugal'® (Pavugada taluk of 
Tumkur district) became their capital. In 1262 A.D. Tripurantakadeva, 
son of Irungola Ill was administering Haniyadurga,’® when his father was 
administering from his capital Nidugal. Irungola IV (1310 to 1320) is 
stated to have been ruling Gundanahalli.”” This is a curious phenomenon 
because such examples are hardly forthcoming in the history of other 
minor dynasties of medieval times. This might apparently be sometimes 
to strategic reasons and sometimes to the changing political environment. 


We may consider here certain factors which may have played significant 


role in selecting or shifting of the capital. 


Govindevadi (Early 11th Century - 1143 A.D.) 


Govindavadi in Kaniyakal taluk of Anantapur district (Andhra 
Pradesh) on the river Hagari. It is encircled by Gooty, Tadapatri, 
Raydurga and Madakasira taluks of Anantapur district and Molakalmuru 
and Challakere taluks of Chitradurga district, Govindavadi and its 
contiguous region have a low land profile with fertile rich black and red 
soil except the Molakalmuru taluk of Chitradurga district in Karnataka 
and the Hindupur taluk and castern part of the Madakasira taluk of 
Anantapur district in Andhra Pradesh. The castern part of the region is 


drained by the rivers Pennar and Chitravati while western part is watered 
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by the Hagari and Pennar rivers. Other supports of sustenance of 
agriculture, apart from the rain fall of 60 cms, are tanks, springs and 
wells. Kaniyakal is known for its huge tank. Cotton is grown in plenty. 
Other commercial crops grown in abundance are oil seeds, areca nuts, 
sugarcane, etc. Paddy is grown in river basins and streams of tanks. 
Various other crops grown include jowar, tobacco, cereals, horsegram 
and wheat. Since sugarcane and cotton crops are in plenty there is 
possibility of existence of sugar and textile industries from ancient 
times. At present, Molakalmuru taluk is favoured with silk industry. 
Since oil seeds are grown and oil mills were also given as grants oilmills 
must have been plenty. This apart, Govindavadi and its peripheral 
regions are known for rich mineral wealth, particularly iron, which 
facilitated the growth of iron industry. Diamond, calcite, veins and 
copper are available in Gooty and Penukonda taluks of Anantapur 


district.?? 


From the political point of view also, the historical importance of 
the region cannot be undermined. Although the Chola chiefs called 
themselves the protectors of Rodda (as known from their title Roddada- 
gova) they did not make it their administrative headquarters. Instead 
they preferred Govindavadi.”* This might be because of ecological 
advantages of the latter when compared to that of the former. Even 


though Rodda was located relatively far from its administrative 
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headquarters Govindavadi, it was well protected and efficiently 
administered by a separate administrative officer. Thus, there existed 
Rodda-nadu-300. Apart from this, Penukonda taluk, where Rodda is 
located, has fortified hill over 915 meters above msl.’> Molakalmuru 
and Rayadurga taluka are also hilly regions with a fort at Rayadurga, and 


this afforded additional protection to Govindavadi. 


When Govindavadi was the administrative headquarters, Chola 
chiefs are seen making grants in the adjacent region comprising Gooty, 
Rayadurga, Kalyanadurga, Kambaduru, Challakere, and Madakatsira. 
Availability of several records in this particular region reveals its 
ecological importance. As such, Gooty, where as many as 6 inscriptions 
are found, is known for its ecological advantages, owing to rich fertile 
soil, both red and black, and watered by river Pennar. There are 
references in this arca to land grants.** Similarly, Kambaduru, watered 
by the rivers Hagari in north-cast and Pennar in the cast had rich fertile 


lands. Ecological importance of Madakasira taluk is discussed below. 


Apart from ecological and political importance of the regions, 
the place has also got religious significance. Chola chiefs were patrons 
of all the major religions, viz., Saiviem, Vaishnavism and Jainism. Many 
new temples were got built and old ones were renovated. Thus, there 


are references to Keésava temple in Gooty taluk, Andhra Pradesh, and 


or 


Nilakantésvara temple in Govindavadi erected by chief Irungoladeva.** 
Similarly, Mallikarjuna temple was renovated’* by sons of Mahanayaka 
at Kambaduru taluk, Anantapur district (Andhra Pradesh). Thus, 
because of above mentioned advantages Govindavadi was chosen to be a 


chicf administrative headquarters. 
Henjeru (c. 1143-1196 A.D.) 


Henjeru in Madakasira taluk of Anantapur disrtrict forms almost 
an island surrounded by the area of Sira, Pavugada and Madhugiri taluks 
of Tumkur district of Karnataka and Penukonda and Hindupur taluks of 
Anantapur district of Andhra Pradesh. Its western half is somewhat a 
low lying area of plains, 300 to 600 meters above msl. The peripheral 
areas of Sira, Madhugiri and Pavugada taluks as well as eastern part of 
Madakasira taluk have a higher elevation ranging from 600 to 1200 
meters above msl. This provides a sort of natural protection to Henjeru. 
The Jayamangali river forms its western confine. Compared to its 
surrounding areas Madakasira is more densely populated. The difference 
in density of population is due to ecological variations influencing 
different regions. Madakasira is rich in red soil and receives an average 
rainfall of 50 to 60 cms. During the tenure of Henjeru as administrative 
headquarters nearly seven records’’ speak of grants in the western part 


of Madakasira taluk. Wet lands given as grant here were irrigated by 
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tanks, streams and canal waters. Records mention grant of sugarcane 
and crop garden. Growth of sugarcane in abundance might have 
facilitated jaggary and sugar industry. At present, coconut, rice and 


ragi are cultivated in this region. 


Perhaps, more than ecological factors, it was the political factor 
which made them shift to Hefijeru. Hemavati was already the 
headquarters of Nolambavadi-32000 under the Nolamba-Pallavas, and 
the administrative divisions over which the Cholas had their control 
formed only a part of the larger Nolambavadi-32000. When change of 
power occurred, it was necessary to shift to that place. As the transfer 
of power had been peaceful, perhaps it was easier to draw allegiance 
from Hémavati. We have seen in the previous chapter that Mallideva, 
who was responsible for shifting the administrative headquarters from 
Govindavadi to Henjeru, was probably born of a Nolamba princess. 
Because there was no male heir to succeed the Nolamba, Mallidéva must 
have occupied the Nolamba throne to fill the vacuum and ruled from the 
same place. The fact that he had assumed the epithet Vira Nolamba”™* 


also strengthens to this possibility. 


Henjeru was a dominant seat of religion and education drawing 
support from royal chiefs and wealthy class. Probably, for this reason 


the Mangésvara temple, obviously in honour of Mangarasa of the Chola 


family, was erected at this place, perhaps as a royal temple. These 
factors could have helped the Cholas in the process of further 
legitimating their authority over larger area. The place also was a 
Maha-ghatikasthana,”” a higher educational institution, with social 
mobility in a wider context. There might have also existed a mint, 
because Kvarya record’ speaks of grant of hana each month from a mint 
to god Kammatésvara. The term kammata is understood as a ‘mint’. 
Further, the region of Madakasira in general and Hemavati in particular 
served as a commercial centre. This fact is evidenced by the Hemavati 
record’ wherein the merchants of the Kubera family, speaking four 
different languages, and the Nakaras of the town assigned certain tolls 
on various items. Apart from these, ecological advantages of its 
contiguous regions like Sira, Pavugada, Madhugiri taluks of Tumkur and 
Challakere taluk of Chitradurga which are discussed below favoured 


them to choose Henjeru as their chief administrative headquarters. 


One of the important peripheral regions of Madakasira taluk is 
Sira taluk of Tumkur district. Save this, all other areas possess low 
land relief of 400 to 900 meters above msi. The region is covered with 
rich medium red soil and receives an average precipitation of 50 cms and 
is drained by the rivers of Suvarnamukhi and Vedavati. Various crops 


grown at present are cotton, paddy, coconut and onion, but records 
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mention atti tree. The regions of Baragur, Chikkabanagere, 


Doddabanagere where grants were made, are ecologically. conducive. 


Adjacent to Sira taluk is the Challakere taluk of Chitradurga 
district. It has land relief of 400 to 900 meters height above msl, and a 
fertile land with medium-red soil. The region is drained by the Vedavati 
river. Cotton and groundnut are grown in abundance which might have 
favoured textile industry and oil mills in the region. Various other crops 
grown at present are paddy, coconut, onion, jowar. Records” speaking 
of taxes imposed on arecanut, betel leaves, ginger, turmeric and also 
bales of cotton and bundles of sarees reveal the fact that this place was 
also a great commercial centre. This apart, commercial crops and food 


crops also added to its prosperity. The region also had a fort at 


Haniya.*° 


The other peripheral region of Madakasira taluk is Madhugiri 
taluk of Tumkur district. It has land relief of 900 to 1200 meters above 
msl and has rich red soil. Rivers Kumudavati and Jayamangali formed 


the life of this region. Rice and ragi are grown in plenty. 


In the northern peripheral region of Madakasira taluk lies 
Pavugada taluk of Tumkur district. The ecological advantages of this 


region is discussed below. Thus ecological, political and other 
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advantages of Henjeru in particular and its peripheral regions in general 


favoured the Chola chiefs to make it the administrative headquarters. 
Nidugal (c. 1219-1280 A.D.) 


Nidugal in the castern part of the Pavugada taluk, Tumkur 
district is encircled by the regions of Challakere taluk of Chitradurga 
district and Kambadur, Penukonda and Madakasira taluk, Anantapur 
district. Unlike Madakasira, the eastern half of Pavugada taluk is a low 
lying area with a height of 400 to 900 above msl and western half of it is 
a hilly region with a height of 900 to 1200 above msl. Even though 
Nidugal is a hilly region, its eastern half of it is watered by the river 
Pennar and several tanks existed in this region, viz., Muchchukere, 
Nagasamudra, Kannegere, Tailangere and Hiriyakere. Apart from river 
and tank water, spring water favoured for the agricultural expansion. 
Availability of good irrigation facilitated cultivation of various crops, 
viz., beans and other cron, udadadal, wheat, sugarcane, pepper, betel 


leaves, arecanut and turmeric.** 


Nidugal served as a great commercial centre. This is evident 
from growth of more commercial crops than that of food crops. Further, 
minerals like iron, ruby, which has great international demand, 


blackstone, dolarite stone and granite are exported to Japan.*° 
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Viramanahalli known for its limestone facilitated to external trade. The 
fact that Nidugal served as a commercial centre is further evidenced by 
Nidugal_betta record dated c. 1139-1149 A.D. Where goods were 
coming into Nidugal fort,. Presently rice, iron, groundnut seeds, oil, 
food grains and tobacco leaves are exported items and steel,oil and 
timber are imported items. Further record mentions names of several 
guilds, namely, Mahavaddavyavaharis, the principal Nanadésis and 
Mummuridandas.** Thus, all these factors add to the growth of Nidugal 


as great commercial centre. 


When Nidugal was the administrative headquarters the region of 
Chola occupancy included Molakalmuru taluk of Chitradurga district, 
Madakasira taluk of Anantapura distr.ict and Sira taluk of Tumkur 
district. Nidugal in the centre was able to exercise its hold over the 
region. Even though chiefs had control and contact over the region of 
Molakalmuru taluk of Chitradurga district from the very inception of 
their rule, this became strong only when a fort was built over there, 
connecting Nidugal to Haniya. Thus, the construction of fort formed the 
chief cause for the changing of headquarters from Henjeru to Nidugal. 
Description of the fort is given in Brahmagiri record.*” Thus, the record 
mentions how protective the fort was from the enemies‘ attack and how 


the place was strategically important to be administrative headquarters. 
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When Govindavadi was the administrative headquarters, not a 
single reference about Nidugal or making grants in that region is 
noticeable. That is why only when Henjeru became administrative 
headquarters, Nidugal came under the political control of these Chola 
chiefs. Before that this region did not draw much attention. Later it is 
mentioned in a record that chief Irungola gave Nidugal to 
Tantrapalanamana, an officer of Mallideva Chéla Maharaja to protect 
it.°* Since Nidugal is adjacent to Madakasira taluk, the chiefs of the 
family extended their territory up to Nidugal. After occupying the 
region, they started making grants in the castern part of Pavugada where 
land is relatively fertile due to its being a low lying area and drained by 
the river Pennar. This helped the rise of habitation in the area. One 
more reason for expanding’ this region was that the population had 
possibly reached its saturating point in Hemavati region. This apart, 
western part of Pavugada is a hilly region which facilitated them to 
construct a fort and to protect themselves from the Hoysala onslaughts. 
. When the fort was got constructed, many tanks wereexcavated and finally 


they made it fit for the chief administrative headquarters. 
Nadus 


Nadu is a term which frequently occurs in the inscriptions of the 


Chola chiefs of the area. The chiefs are spoken of as ruling over such 
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administrative areas as Kaniyakala-nadu,” Rodda-nadu,“° Haruve-nadu,“’ 
Sirenadu, *’ etc. Some scholars have assumed that the nG@dus are self- 
sufficient ethno-agrarian micro-regions. They are supposed to connote 
pre-cxistent territorial regions that newly recognised imperial Chola 


overlordship.‘7* However, the latter view is difficult to substantiate 


insofar as the region administered by the Chola chiefs is considered. 


In the region under study several nadus like Kaniyakal, Rodda, 
Haruve, Sire are located on the river banks of the Hagari, the Pennar 
and the Suvarnamukhi. Apparently, one of the key factors in the 
creation of a nadu was the availability of perennial water source, 
obviously for the purpose of irrigation, and the availability of fertile 
arable land. Although in their geographical extent there was no 
uniformity it appears that often a nadu was formed by a group of 300 
villages, with an appropriate centre, after which the nadu was named. 
Thus the inscriptions refer to Kaniyakal-300, Sirenadu-300, Rodda-300, 
Haruve-300, etc. Within this larger nadu division there were smaller 
subdivisions as, for instance, Bangicheru-30* in Kaniyakalnadu, 
Suliyanur-70" in Sirenadu, etc. The smallest territorial unit was 
village. The fact that the headquarters of the nadu was represented by 
the chief place with numerical suffix reveals that in forming the n@du as 


administrative units, the already existent tradition of Karnataka had been 
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faithfully followed. Thus there is no reason why these nadus should be 
considered as a new recognition of imperial Chola overlordship. This 
apart, it may also be noted that the region throughout was under the 
rulership of the Chalukyas of Kalyana. The employment only of 
Kannada language for almost all the inscriptions further demonstrates 


the pattern to be of Karnataka origin. 


It is possible that the chief place after which a nadu was named 
was a significant centre of agro-economic nature around which in 
course of time agro-economic activities were expanded; thereby, the 
chief place continued to be recognised as the headquarters of the whole 
nadu. While the headquarters of the subdivisions like Bangicheru-30 
would have probably indicated next important secondary agro-economic 


centre around which the activities were expanded. 


Within a given nadu, potentialities for agricultural exploitation 
of land was not completely exhausted at the beginning of the rule of the 
Chola chiefs. As time rolled by, probably owing to the increased 
density. of population, agricultural activity was expanded, from the 
carlicr more fertile regions to the less productive hilly regions, like 


Nidugal, which only formed part of Sire nadu. 
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A given nadu generally consists of brahmadéya and agrahara 
villages, apart from the usual villages. References to such agraharas 
are, however, few and far between. An agrahara called Mangapoti** 
“was located in the Challakere taluk of Chitradurga district. It appears 
that this agrahara was not completely exempt from tax. Hemavati was a 
significant religious centre. Some places were centres of trade activity, 


like Eradukera, Hémavati and Nidugal.*° 


Generally, the group of nadus were administered by the Chola 
chiefs themselves, while the smaller subdivisions, like Bangicheru-30, 
Suliyanur-70,*’ etc., were looked after by the subordinate officers. 
Thus, one Aiharasa‘* figures as the manneya of Bangichéru-30. 
Kaniyakalnadu was looked after by Ajjana.”” This helped the smooth 


functioning of the administrative machinery. 


We may consider here the important administrative divisions of 


the nature of nadus. 
Rodda-300 


Rodda on the northern Pennar in Anantapur district, west of 
Penukonda, was its headquarters, and it comprised the region of 
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Hindupur and Gooty taluks of Anantapur district and southern part of 


Pavugada taluk of Tumkur district.” 


2. Kaniyakal-300°" 


It corresponded approximately to the Rayadurga taluk of 


Anantapur district 


3. Bangicheru-300°” 


It was in the southern part of Kaniyakal-300 consisting of thirty 


villages. 


4. Sire-nadu-300°" 


It comprised the Kalyanadurga and Madakasira taluks of the 


Anantapur district and had Hemavati as its chief town. 


5. Sindavadi-1000° 


It consisted of Bellary, Sanduru and parts of Raichur and Koppal 


districts and also included Hospet taluk of Bellary district. Adoni and 
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#- 
Allur taluks ofthe Karnul district and had Tumbalam for its 


headquarters. 
6. Haruve-300** 


Also spelt as Haruve-nadu consisted of the region around Paragi 
in Hindupur taluk of Anantpur district. Its headquarters probably was 


Paragi itself. 
Status of Chiefs and Administrative Officers 


The Chola chiefs inherited and adopted the same administrative 
framework as that of their overlords, i.c., the Chalukyas of Kalyana. 
The three tier structure of administration, viz., the central, provincial 
and local or rural functioned in the usual manner. At the centre, the 
apex power was wielded by the ruling king. The Chola chiefs themselves 
will have to be considered as provincial administrators ruling in the 
capacity of Mahamandalesvaras, though they prided the -pithet 


Maharaja. 
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Status of the Chiefs 


The higher the grant, the greater the position of power held by 
the chief. Thus, during the reign of chief Irungola (1107 - 1143 A.D.), 
the grant made by him and his subordinate officers is greater in number. 
This is because, the chief had a long reign of 40 years. His was a 
prosperous rule and the grant made by him covered almost all the 
regions of Gooty,** Kalyanadurga,’’ Madakasira®® and Rayadurga’’ taluks 
of Anantapur district. The geographical and ecological factors of these 


regions favoured him to make a large number of grants. 


Since chief Irungola faced political onslaughts from the 
Hoysalas,°° he thought Nidugal to be the best place to be protected from 
the cnemics, and as a precauation he gave Nidugal to Tantrapala 


Namana,°! 


the able officer of his son Mallideva Chola Maharaja, in 
order to protect Nidugal. Later a fort connecting Nidugal to Haniya was 
got constructed here, and chiefs of the family shifted to that region by 


making it the chief administrataive headquarters. 


Next important chief of this family was Mallideva Chola 
Maharaja, the son and succeesor of the above mentioned chief 
Irungoladeva Chola Maharaja. As far as the grants made by this chief 


and his officers are concerned they are relatively more than that of his 
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father. The reason behind it was the long rule of chief Mallideéva, i-e., 
53 years. Apart from this, unlike his father, his relations with the 
Hoysalas was friendly. In fact, Mallideva's son Irungola Il was marricd 


to Hoysala princess Siriyadevi, daughter of Narasimha I.° 


Chief Mallideva made grants cither independently or along with 
his queens. Since even queens of this family held some administrative 
divisions under their control, they too made grants independently. 
Further, the chief administrative headquarter, Henjeru, was already 
studded with several temples, and was called Maha-ghatikasthana.“ 


Naturally, grants made to temples and Maha-ghatikasthana were more. 


Soon after Mallideva's reign, records show a gradual decline in 
grants made by chiefs. With one or two stray references there was a 
total absence of grants made by the subordinate officers. This might be 
due to political onslaughts they had from the Hoysalas.© This apart, 
absence of any cpigraphs in Henjeru and other regions, like Govindavadi 
during later period reveals chicfs losing control over those areas. Of 
course, few records are found in Nidugal, one of the chicf administrative 
headquarters of Chola chiefs. But it is significant to note that almost all 
the grants were made by the merchants of the place and not by chiefs or 
officers. This was due to the fact that Nidugal was a great commercial 


centre. About the end of their rule the chiefs had lost their hold even on 
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Nidugal. That is why, instead of money and land endowments, only 
herostones are found.°© This was because chiefs were busy in 
reasserting their power and gave little attention to other activities. 
Even their officers were busy helping their chiefs by sending troops, 
constructing forts,*’ etc. This perhaps accounts for the few'number of 


grants made by chiefs and officers. 


The fact that for nearly over two centuries the chiefs were able 
to hold their territories more or less in tact speaks of the efficiency of 


the administrative structure. 


As long as they remained allegiant to the Chalukyas of Kalyana, 
the chiefs apparently protected their chiefdom on behalf of their 
overlords. They got built forts in strategic places, like Nidugal and 
Haniya. It was a matter of political necessity to build forts and fortress 
for protecting their own interest. Thus, the fort built at Nidugal and 
Haniya by Bicha in the reign of Bammideva Chola Maharaja was for 
protecting their hegimony against the Hoysala onslaughts. The 
Brahmagiri record thus culogises the impregnability of the fort built 
there, stating that it scared the Karnata, i.e., the Hoysalas, shook the 
Pallavas, blinded the Andhra, frightened the Anga and Vanga kings and 
made the king of Malava turn his back and get into a hole and trembled 


the Yadava kings. 
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The available records do not shed light on the exact nature of 
functioning of the principal administration. There is no doubt that 
certain officers, like the customs officer Bageya Bommaya,” the military 


officer Bhaadariketana,” 


the comander-in-chicf Bayicha,”” Heggade,”! 
Manncyas,’? Ketanavargayya,’> ctc., functioned under the supervision 


of the chief. 


There are occasional references to the members of the royal 
family holding charge of certain places. Queen Ballidevi, for instance, 


was in charge of Sirivolalkere,’‘ 


while prince Tripurantakadeva was in 
charge of Haniyadurga.”° There are references to such officers as 


amatya,’® samanta,"” mahasamanta,"* in appointing the officer. 


The inscriptions of the family refer to territorial divisions, like 
Rodda-300, Haruve-300, Sirenadu-300, Kaniyakalnad-300. The 
numerical suffixes apparently indicate a tradition which was prevalent in 
the larger administrative set up of the Chalukya state or even before. 
The calibre and efficiency of the person stood above caste distinction. 
Thus, Bicha-dandanayaka is stated to be the son of Ajjana, the 
administrator of Kaniyakalnadu and the grandson of Malligauda of 
chaturthavar na, i.e., the fourth caste or sudra.”? The persons 
involved seem to have been inclined towards Jainism.*° However, such 


cases were exceptions. The officers appear to have continued to hold 
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office generally hereditarily.” Thus, hereditary allegiance and 
obedience was a chief factor in the appointment of the officers. 
Sometimes more than one person of a single family held office under the 
chiefs. Thus, both Heggade Bommana and his younger brother 
Tantrapalanamana wore in the service of the chief..? The lattor 
particularly known for his efficiency was given Nidugal by Irungola,” 
where he built a couple of tanks and set up God Nagesvara. Several 
taxes and tolls were made over by him to the God and this reveals that 


he exercised considerable freedom in the administration of Nidugal. 
Ministers and Officers 


Ministers who are considered the pillars of the state played a 
useful and significant role. The choice of the ministers was not 
restricted to any one particular caste. Even sidras were acting as 
ministers. For instance, in the reign of Bommideva Chola I, Bicha of 
Chaturthavarna was his minister.“ The genealogy of minister Bicha is 


as follows : 
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Malligauda (of Chaturthavar. na) 
M : Hamsambike 
Aliens 
M : Tippamma (Jaina) 


Bicha 


Ajjana, the father of Bicha, is stated to have kept Kaniyakalnad 
permanently under his control. And minister Bicha received the same 
from king Bamma. This clearly shows that the ministerial office usually 


passed on from father to son. 


At the orders of king Bomma, Bicha got built a fort connecting 
Nidugal and Haniya in order to subdue the enemies. The impregnability 
of the fort built by Bicha Chamupa is said to have shaken the Pallava, 
blinded the Andhra, scared the Karnata and frightened the Anga-Vanga 
kings, made the Malava king turn his back and get into a hole, and made 
the Yadava king tremble. The record further states that the forts of the 
Nidugal and Haniya were constructed by minister Bicha for protecting 
the whole kingdom and own so much wealth as to last long as the sun 


and the moon would last.*° 


It is said that adoption of higher roles and status by lower caste 


Hindus was a formal and legitimate process during the medieval period. 
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Upward social mobility, adoption of Kshatriya rank by the sudra familics 
involved surreptitious legitimatisation by co-operative Brahmana priests 
and genealogists. A reflection of this is noticed even under Chola chiefs 
of the region. Some sudras enjoyed the Kshatriya status by profession. 
For instance, Bicha, a person of the fourth caste, held the position of 
Mantri and his father happened to be an administrator of the 
Kaniyakalnad.** Not only had they assumed a higher status but their 
office also had become hereditary. An apparent case of administrative 
office becoming hereditary was the fact that many officers were paid 
either by granting revenue from particular area or by a grant of land. 
Revenue rights soon came to be regarded as land rights and in order to 


ensure continuity the office tended to become hereditary. 


Heggade Bommana”’ was a minister of Jagadékamalla Mallideva 
Chola Maharaja. The genealogy of Heggade Bommana as given 


Nidugalbetta record is given below. 


Ayyappa 
Bhimayya 
M : Muttikabbe 


favnmenenweenanenene~ we eee ene ennen en enn \ 
Heggade Bommana Tantrapala Namana 
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Tantrapala Namana, the brother of minister Heggade Bommana 
was holding an important post probably as a minister. The record 
informs that Irungola, the father of Mallideva gave Nidugal to 
Tantrapala Namana considering him the fittest to protect it™® and the 
latter got constructed a Saiva temple there. He also got built 


Nagasamudra and Kannegere. 


Singayya Heggade, one more minister of Bhoganripala, is stated 


to have been ruling Mangapura city.” 


Singayya Heggade's parents were 
Vamarasa and Nagaladevi and his wife was Heggadati Machale. 
Bhairava Heggade Singayya and Muli za Singayya Heggade of Chodaya 
Mangala were two more officers of Bhoganripala. The former is stated 


to have set up the temples of Kanfesvara and Chennamallikarjuna and 


the latter got built Bhairavadeéva and Mallikarjuna temples. 


Mahasamanta or Manneya 


Mahasamantas ate designated as Manneya in the inscriptions. 
Manneya means one who deserves respect or recognition. They were 
working as subordinates under Mahamandalesvara. They were 
administering nadu consisting of several villages. There were two kinds 


of Mahasamantas. Those who were administering a small division 
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formed the first group and those who collected taxes formed another 
group. Not only were they good administrators but great warriors too. 
They had their own army and accompanied their Mahamandalesvaras in 
war or similar crises. Those kings who had lost their power and 
prominence were also serving as Mahasamantas. Their status was the 
same as that of the Samantas, who were administering some regions. 
They even appointed some officers for administrative purposes.”° In the 
inscriptions of the Chola chiefs also Samantas or Manneyas are noticed. 
For instanco, Aiharasa, the Manneya of Bangicheru-30 is mentioned in 


the Narasapuram inscription.” 


He was a subordinate of Irungola Chola 
Maharaja I and is stated to have given away 204 mattars of cultivable 


Cd 
land for a Saiva temple. 


One more inscription of the chief speaks of Mahasamanta.”* 
The record from Hosur registers the attack made on Hullikunte in the 
first year of Vira-Ganesvaradéva Chola Maharaja by Mahasamanta Raya 
Nayaka, the son of Doddagercya Nayaka of Kudalur. The record further 
mentions the death of Pemmeyanayaka, his son Abhayanayaka and his 


father-in-law Bommeya Nayaka. 


The Baragur record” of Mallideva Chola Maharaja mentions an 


officer Chavunda Mayya Nayaka. He had been to Gaya and Prayaga 
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where he made offerings to the manes (piiris) and brought the sacred 
waters of the Ganga and gave it to Mallidéva. Gangeya Nayaka as 
subordinate to Irungola chéla Maharaje III is mentioned in 
Nidugalbetta’* record. His wife was Choma and son Gafigeyana Mareya. 
The record speaks of the erection of Parsva Jinabasti by Gangeyana 
Mareya on the top of the rock to the south of the Badara tataka of 
Nidugal mountain. Bachale was the wife of Gangeyana Mareya. A 


village called Gangeya Mareyanahalli was named after him. 


Prabhugavunda 


In the inscriptions, this term often occurs. Prabhugamundas 
were superior to gavundas. But their position was inferior to that of 
Mahasamantas or Manneyas. Several records do mention them as 
Mahaprabhu. They were subordinate to Mahasamantas and were 
administering the villages under their control. In every village there was 
at least one gavunda. The head of these gavundas was Prabhugavunda. 
Not only were they to be obedient to Mahasamantas but they also had to 
protect temples. Mathas, Basadis and various kinds of grants given to 
such institutions. Like the Mahasamantas, they too were great warriors 


and participated in wars with Mahamandalésvaras and Mahasamantas.* | 
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The Doddabanagere record of Mahamandalesvara Virapandya 
Irungoladeva refers to his subordinate Mahaprahu Eraka-Maragavunda.”* 
He got built Somésvara temple on the bank of Hirebanagere tank as well 


as its embankment. 


Mahamandalésvara Tribhuvanamalla Mallidéva Chola Maharaja 
record from Rachalru speaks of the land grant made by Mahaprabhu 
Mallaka Gandaya’’ for the daily offerings, services, renovations, feeding 
arrangements, etc., of god Mallikarjuna of Racharlu. Ghante Heggade,”* 
the prabhu of the Arasiyakere, was also a party to the grant made by 
Lakshmadévi, the senior queen of Mallidéva, for gods Mallikarjuna and 


. ? . 
Mangesvara at Arasiyakerce. 


Next to Prabu, Prabugamunda, and Maha-prabhugamunda, was 
gavunda. These gavundas looked after the administration of the village 
under their control. Their duty was not restricted to administration of 
village, but they were to protect it from external attack and internal 
disturbances. They were also tax collectors. They accompanied 
Mahamandalésvara, Mahasamantas and Prabhugavundas during war and 


fought at the risk of their life.** 


Nagenahalli record of chief Tribhuvanamalla Bogadeva gives a 


0 


long list of gavundas'”® residing in Chandeya Mangala. Among them 
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were Bageya gavunda, Bettagavunda, Kétagavunda, etc. It is said that 


the grant was made in the presence of these gavundas. 


As stated above, one of the duties of gavundas was to protect 
the grant made by others. In this respect, Bommagavunda™ the chief of 
Haulagi is said to have been protecting the grant. He was subordinate 


to Mahamandalésvara Mangarasa Chola. 


Amatya 


Amatya is not some official post but an epithet. Amatya was one 
who was always’ with the king, Mahamandalésvara or 
Mahasamantadhipati."°? But as an exception to this view, Hemavati 
record’ of chief Irungoladeva refers to Alpadévi, the wife of Irutigola, 


as having her own amatya. From this it may be surmised that even 


queens of the family had their own amatya. 
Mahapradhana 
The term Mahapradhana refers to Mahasamantadhipati, 


Mahanayaka, Dandanayaka, etc. So it is not the name of some post but 


just a term attributed to important administrative officers as a token of 
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respect.'°* The Nidugal record of chief Perumaladeva refers to the death 
of Mahapradhana Kesava Ramayya in fighting.’°° One more record from 
Eradukera refers to the grant made by Ketana Vergayya, the 


Mahapradhana and military officer of Irungola Chola.'** 
Other Officers 


Bicha, the commander-in-chief of Vira Bramarasa, is stated to 
have conquered Nidugal and given Mareyur for God Somanathadeva of 
Nidugal.'°” 

Bhandari Ketana was a treasurer to whom the chief 
Mahamandalesvara Tribhuvanamalla Mallideva Chola Maharaja gave 


some shares within the Brahamana Shares in Mangapoti agrahara. 


Bageya Bomaya, the custom officer'”® is stated to have made a 

grant of income from customs duty on woven women's cloth for the 
4 - 

perpetual lamp and offerings of God Sriramanatha of Abhinavolal, i.c., 


Abhinahole. 
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Subinfeudation 


Certain examples seem to indicate cases of at least temporary 
subinfeudation. The cases of Tantrapalanamana, who received Nidugal 
from Iruagola,'”? and Aiharasa,'’® who looked after Bangicheru-30, secm 
to suggest this. When Nidugal was given to minister Namana he took 
initiative to construct tanks and temples at the place and took the liberty 
of granting certain taxes, tolls, etc., to the deity. Although the authority 
of the Chola chief is acknowledged, there is no indication of even formal 
permission of the chief in making those grants, which would have 
considerably burdened the exchequer. There are similar instances of 
even smaller officers setting up temples and making grants. These would 
indicate that considerable autonomy was exercised by the officers who 
behaved like feudal lords. Possibly the expenditure and the grants were 
met with from the income due to them in return for their participation in 
administration. Such officers apparently attempted to legitimise their 
authority through sctting up of temples, making grants, excavation of 
tanks, which helped to raise their prestige and personality among the 
ruled. Doddabanagere record''' mentions the grant of Banagere as a 
kodage by the Gaudas. This feature is noticed only at the fag end of 
the rule of the Chola chiefs and in fact falls in the Vijayanagara period. 
It is possible that during the 13th century no such grant had been given 


obviously owing to the subordinate status enjoyed by the Chola chiefs. 
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In an overall view, it would appear that the Chdla chiefs did not 
introduce any innovative feature into the existing system of 
administration. The very fact that the administrators were essentially 
paid through lands rather than cash would imply a strengthened feudal 
network, whose web encompassed every successive stratum of the 
administrative hierarchy. As they were themselves a part of the feudal 
set up controlled by their superiors - the Chalukyas of Kalyana - during 
a major part of their reign, perhaps it was not within their purview to 
introduce innovations in administration. Faithful as they were to their 
overlords, the Chola chiefs apparently put into practice the aspirations 
of their superiors, preserving and promoting the established socio- 


economic order. 
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CHAPTER - IV 


RELIGIOUS ASPECTS 


( 
SATVESM 


Saivism is among the most ancient religious systems of India. 
Rudra-Siva in the Rigveda has relatively fewer hymns and figures as a 
less prominent deity, but during later vedic age he seems to have 
assimilated |himself} intol several other deities of like nature and drew a 
separate set of votaries who regarded him as the Highest. It is difficult 
to understand the beliefs and practices of the followers of Siva of those 
times, but from the evidence of the grammarian Panini, and the 
commentator Patanjali it would appear that among the votaries of Siva, 
there were people who were outlandish in their behaviour, described as 
atimargikas, characterised by rabhasa. They carried staff and trident 
and were clad in animal skin. The Mahabharata refers to the Pasupata 
system, which it states, was propounded by God Mahadeva himself. Its 
beliefs do not seem to have been in accordance with the Vedas. 
Probably during the second century A.D., Lakulisa, regarded in the 
Puranas as the last incarnation of God Siva himself, reformed the 
existing Pasupatism, and brought it in tune with contemporary social 
beliefs of contemporary India. The Pasupatasutram attributed to him is 


reckoned as the authentic manual of Lakulisa Pasupatism. However, in 
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course of time subsects of Pasupatism such as the Kalamukhas, 
Kapalikas, Saiva Siddantins, ctc., evolved There was also a Saiva sect 
which stood out distinct from Pasupatism and recognised equality of 
status of gods of various sects like Siva, Vishnu and Shakti. In 
Karnataka and the Telugu country, the Kalamukhas played a significant 
role in popularising Saiviem. They were the dominant religious group 
from 9th to 14th century A.D. and claimed to be the upholders of 
Lakulisa Pasupata doctrine or Lakulagama samaya. Sakti Parishe and 
Simhaparishe were the principal branches of the Kalamukha subsect. 
Sakti Parishe in turn has two subdivisions, namely, the Parvatavali which 
owed allegience to Stisaila and the Bhujangavali which belonged to the 


line founded by Bhujangavak. 


The Pasupata doctrine believed in the five topics, which 
contributed to the accomplishment of the four values of life, nameiy, 


Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha. The five topics are : 


1. The individual soul as an effect (Karya) and as the beast (Pasu_ 


‘conscious being signifying dependence and bondage). 
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2. The God as the cause (Karana) of everything and as the lord 
(Pati) of the individual souls, the cause and effect together constituting 
the bondage (Pasa). 

3. The technique of spiritual fulfilment (Yoga) by disciplining the 


mind and ordering one's life, and engaging oneself in meditation. 


4, The worldly transaction based on virtue and conduct which is 


conducive to the attainment of the values of life (Vidhi). | 


5. The final cessation of sorrow caused by bondage (Duhkhanta) 
owing to grace of Siva (Karuna) solely and directly and by wisdom, 
dispassion, virtue and self-abnegation. The highest God, whose grace is 
sought after, is called Rudra, because he produces and eliminates fear of 
all beings. It is not by action or knowledge that one reaches God-head, 
never to return to worldly ills, but it is surrendering oneself (Atma- 
Pradhana) that one obtains absolute and final liberation. This doctrine 
paved the way for the cult of devotion which is at once dualistc in 


outlook and agamic in orientation.' 


r 


The Kafamukha sect was the most prominent Saiva sect which 
played a significant role in the region under study. The centre of 


activity of this sect in the region was Henjeru. The profound Kalamukha 
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impact on the religious life of south India, in general, and on that of the 
Cholas of Govindavadi-Henjeru-Nidugal, in particular, was responsible 
for the rise of several Saiva temples, viz., Kammatésvara,” Panchalinga 


Siddésvaradeva,> Sankaradéva,‘ Nagesvaradeva,’ Ramesvaradeva,° 


os _ = types -4t 
Mangesvaradeva,’  Desisvara,° Mallikarjuna,’ |§ Mahadesvara,'® 
~ —_ —_/ . 5 mf ~ 
Kannésvaradeva,'' Nakaresvara,'? Nilakantésvaradeva, ' 
saa! = 14 , 13 =e. , re gi” 
Siddesvaradeva, Hollattesvara : ; Nolambésvaradeva.’ 


#1 


expression dévasthana, in the temple became popular under 
the influence of Kalamukha priests. As administrators of the temples 
and principals of the schools attached to the temples, they were called 
Sthanapatis or Sthanikas. Thus, Heitjeru, the centre of this sect, had a 
large university attached to Nolambesvara temple over which 


Anantasivadéva presided as acharya-raja-guru.'® 


7n Saivasiddhanta, the expression ‘Siddhanta’' suggests that the 
system was entirely consistent with the teachings of Veda. Sadyojyoti is 
hailed as the kulaguru of Saivasiddhanta.’? When Saiva Siddhanta was 
predominent in Tamilnadu, its impact on Karnataka also is noticed. This 
is cvident from the records where the names of priests ending with 
Siva,” Jiya,™ Pandita,”’ Sakti,?° Muni*‘ are noticed. Paramananda's 


Saiva-siddhanta provides the list of 18 masters of Saiva-siddhanta of 


whom Isanasiva is one. He was the author of the encyclopaedic and 
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well-known agama text Tantra-sara-paddhati.”> It is probable that 
Isanasiva was the same as his namesake mentioned in the Hemavati 
inscription of 12th century A.D. The latter is said to be the sthanapati 
of God Tirumangesvarayyar, and received grant of land.*>  Helijeru, 
when, for time, it served as the capital of these Chola chicfs, appears to 


have been a centre of Saiva-siddhanta school. 


The Kalamukha priests figuring in the records of Cholas of 
Govindavadi-Henjeru-Nidugal are Bevinajya,”° Sankarajya,?” 
Bhaupajya,2* Hiriyachikamajya,”” Bommaji® Udogaramapandita,” 
Tejorasipandita,” Chandrabharanapandita,” Isanasiva,** 
Anatasivadeva,”° Sivayya,?® Rudrasakti,?”? Kalyanasakti,°> Bammarasa,”® 
Chimmarasa,*° Panchimarasa,‘’ Devendraguru,”” Sivayogikaryadéva.” 
The names endings with suffix jiya occur mostly in the Pavagada taluk 
region of Tumkur district and, with one or two exceptions, in the Gooty 
and Rayadurga taluk area of Anantapur disrict. (Please see Chart No. 7 
on sthanapatis). 

$ 
Pe 

The names of priests ending with suffix pandita are noticed in 

the records of Chitradurga district; those ending with suffix Siva are 


found in the records of the Madakasira, Kambaduru and Kalyanadurga 


taluks of Anantapur district; and those ending with suffix sakti and 
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arasa occur in almost all the regions of the Rayadurga, Madakasira and 


Kalyanadurga taluks of Anantapur district. 


These Saiva priests held the responsibility of administration of 
temple. The remuneration for the said service was in the form of land 
or monetary endowments including taxes. Often grants were made to 
them by the chiefs after washing their feet. Nidugalbetta’* and 
Obalapura*’ epigraphs refer to the chief Mallidéva making grant of lands 
and tolls on various goods brought into Nidugal to Udyogaramapandita 
and Chandrabharanapandita after washing their fect. The possibility of 
the sthanapatis is being grihastas is indicated by the mention not only 


of maga** 


in lineage but also of other relations like son-in-law.*’ No 
instrance of celibacy is indicated. Absence of the persons mentioned in 
the lineage of one place in another at an earlier date, except a doubtful 
case of Somajiya mentioned in both Hémavati"® and Nidugal records,”* is 
conspicuous. Dominance of Saiva sthanapatis of Kalamukha inclinations 
is indicated numerically as well as by the presence of Togavattige 
Jinalaya, in which Yogapatta®® is offered by ‘Saiva priest to the Jaina 


pontif of the basadi concerned. 


The cult of the Linga and the custom of setting up images of the 
dead kings associated with Linga and sometimes the worship of similar 


é 
images of living celebrities are other noteworthy aspects of Saivism. 


This feature is also noticed in the inscriptions of Cholas of Govindavadi- 
Heitjuru-Nidugal. Where a chief's name is accompanied by the name of 
God and sometimes with mint and also guilds. For example, God 
Mangesvaradéva was apparently named after chief Mangi and 
Irugalesvaradéva after chief Irungola, Kammateésvara was named after 
kammata,*' i.e., the mint. Similarly God Nakarésvara®? is connected 
with the Nakaras of Nidugal, which later flourished as a great 


commercial centre. 


Saiva inclination of the chiefs of Cholas of Govindavadi- 
Henjeru-Nidugal is quite explicit in their epithets. Thus, chief 
Brahmadeva Chola Maharaja is described as the worshipper of the feet 
of God Hara.*’ Similarly, chief Mangarasa was Chélesvaradé-labdha- 


varaprasada (born of the boon of God Cholesvara.*4 


To sum up the prominent sects of Saivism which played a 
significant role in the religious belicfs of the pcople in the region were 
the Pasupata-Kalamukhas and Saivasiddhantins. The religious 
atmosphere was dominated by Saiva sects, and the followers of other 
religious systems existed only nominally here. The chiefs, accordingly 


/ ? 
supported the Saiva sects, as they themselves were inclined to Saivism. 
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Vaishnavism 


Like Rudrasiva, Vishnu is also a God of Rigvedic antiquity. In 
the Rigveda only, “hymns are addressed to him. But he slowly rose to 
the position of an imporatant deity, drawing large number of votaries, 
called Vaishnavas. Vaishnavism was greatly influenced by the Bhakti 
cult of the Bhagavatas, which made iconic worhsip popular among the 
Vaishnavas. Vaishnavas believed in the Para, Vyuha, Vibhava, 
Antaryamin and Archa forms of their Godhead. The vyuha concept 
envisages four successive emanations from the highest God, who are 
mentioned as Vasudeva, Samkarghana, Pradyumna and Aniruddha. The 
vyiha concept was further developed into a set of 24 subsidiary 
emanations, known as vyuhantaras or murtyantaras. These 24 forms 
are named variously as Kesava, Narayana, etc., ending with 24th, viz., 
Srikrishna. The vyuha or vyuhantara concepts are essentially attributed 
to the Bhagavata-Pancharatra faction of the Vaishnavas. From about 
10th century A.D. these Pancharatra concepts dominate the religious 
scene in Karnataka. Temples were built in large numbers for Kesava, 
Narayana and Janardana forms. Since the period of Chola chiefs 
coincides with llth to 14th centuries, it may be observed that similar 


concepts would have prevailed in this region. 
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Next only to Saivism was Vaishnavism which enjoyed the royal 
patronage as revealed from the inscriptions of Konakondla”* and 
Obalapura.° The Konakondla cpigraph refers to construction of Kesava 
temple by the chief Iroigdlarasa along with the residents of the place, 
viz., Mallarasa, Balarasa, Nirugarasa and Recharasa in 1129 A.D. 
Further, the chief made grants twice to the temple in 1139 A.D. to 1140 
A.D.*’ Similarly, in the reign of chief Mallediva Chola Maharaja, 
Machisetti, son of Bichisetti and Chavudakabbe, renovated God 
Vishnudeva's temple near god Ramesvaradéva' temple. The latter even 
made God Parivasadeva which may be a mistake for Para-Vasudeéva.** 
Para-Vasudeva is regarded as the highest Vasudeva and is iconically 
represented as seated in lalitasana posture on the coils of sheshanaga 
or Anantha. Certain folk cults were also patronised by the chief of the 
family. A case in instance is the grant of lands for goddess 
Balarichodube recorded in the Nagenahalli inscription.*® The name of 
the goddess is apparently of folk origin. Balari is a corruption of Batari 
and Sanskrit Bhattaraki. The iconic representation may have been cither 


of a Gajalaksmhi panel or more plausibly of a seated Chamunda. 


Jainism 


Although the Jainas believe in the existence of 24 Tirthankaras 


who showed the path of salvation, historians generally regard the last 


CS 
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two, viz., Parsvanatha and Mahavira, as the true founders of Jainism. 
From the 6th century B.C. onwards Jainism, like Buddhism, began to 
spread to various regions of India. It is believed that a large group of 
Jaina recluses led by Bhadrabahus moved to the south from Magadha, 
accompanied by Chadragupta Maurya. Chandragupta is said to have 
breathed his last, according to Jaina vow at Chandragiri in 
Sravanabelagola in Karnataka. Karnataka became the stronghold of 
Jainism particularly from the time of the Kadathbas and the Gangas. A 
good number of Kadamba inscriptions refer to the activities of the 
Yapaniya sangha. However, in the Ganga region it was the Mulasanga 
which dominated. Inscriptions found in the region under study aptly 
demonstrate that this situation continued even during the reign period of 
the local Chola chiefs. Thus, we notice the existence of various 
branches of the Mulasahga. Two baflis (lineages) are referred to in the 
records, viz., Vandabali® and liagalésvarabali.*! Further there were two 
ganas, VizZ., Kranurgana®’ and Desigana.® Queen Alapadévi was a lay 
disciple of the Kranurgana of Kundakundanvaya and Tribhuvana 
kirtiravula belonged to the Ingalesvarabali of Millasanga, Desiyagana, 
Kundakundanvyaya Pustakagachcha. Thus, Kundakundanvya became 
popular with the prominence of teachers of the Kundakundanvya line. 
Kundakunda being very famous, his anvaya was considered a prized 
possession among later Jaina saints. His original name was Padmanandi. 


According to P.B.Desai, Padmanandi got the second name Kuadakunda 
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because he hailed from the village Kundakunda, identified as 
Konakondla in the Gootty taluk of Anantapur district.‘ Kottasivaram 
and Amarapaura, in Madakasira taluk of Anantapur district, and Nidugal 
in Pavugada taluk of Tumkur district served as Jaina centres. Here 


existed Jaina basadis. 


Although almost all the chiefs of the Chola family were Siva's 
devotees, they were tolerant towards other religions and some of the 
chiefs even allowed and encouraged their queens to follow a different 
religion. The chief Irungoladeva was a Saiva devotee, but his wife 
Alpadevi was a follower of Jaina faith. She is said to have protected 
Jaina charity” and chief Irungoladeva Chola Maharaja made grant to 
Jogavattige Brahmajinalaya of Tailangere.°° Some inscriptions of the 
Chola chiefs begin with an invocation to Siva and Jaina which may be 
taken as an attempt to cultivate a hospitable atmosphere for the 
followers of both the religious faiths. Thus, chief Irungoladeva, himself 
a Saiva, made grant of land and other items like oil from oilmill to 
Parsvanathajinesa at the request of Gangeya Mareya and his wife, a 


Jaina devotee.©’ Thus, Jainism had some hold in the region. 


Temples were religious magnetes. But, they also played an 
active role in enveloping the various walks of human life. (Please see the 


Chart No.6). Apart from their engagements with religious rituals they 
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served as centres of promoting cultural talents and education. They 
played no mean role, even in the economic field; they were a source of 
employment, banking, commerce and agriculture. In the educational 
ficld, they acted as agents perpetuating traditional learning, like Veda, 
grammar, philosophy and the like. They were richly endowed with 


grants in cash and kind by chiefs, officers and merchants. 


A comparative study (Please see Chart No.3) shows that the 
grants given by chicfs essentially consisted of cultivable and wet lands 
and income from taxes generally in kind. The grants so given were well- 
distributed over the area of their activity. On the other hand, there were 
only six references to the merchant community making grant, the nature 
of grant being essentially in the form of cash or kind. 6f the places 
Hemavati and Nidugal were well-established cities with prosperous 
merchantile activity. But more often than not, this wealth was utilised 
for maintaing or performing daily and occasional rituals, on the one 
hand and exploitation of land resources for the maintenance of priestly 
class and their subordinates, on the other. We hardly hear of the 
investiture of this wealth to industrial expansion, which would have 


promoted science and technology or furthered the employment avenues. 


An analysis of the data (Please see the Chart No.5) relating to 


temple establishments, renovations and expansions would indicate that 
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considerable number of newer temples were built and donations made for 
their maintenance. In the given Chart No. 5 the temples are assumed 
to be already extant, at the time of recording of donations, if it is not 
specifically mentioned otherwise as constructed : but there is every 
possibility that some of them wore the nowly ostablishod onos, and some 
others were the renovated ones. Large well-established centres of 
religion like Henjeru also received grants but they did not add much to 
the existing wealth of such establishment. This probably indicates a 
saturated situation so far as the land grants were concerned in such 
places where there was no further scope for expanding agriculture. 
There was a trend to establish centres in newly formed fortified cities 
like Nidugal where we hear of Nagéesvara, Nakaresvara and the Jaina 
temples erected and endowed with large landed property within a short 
span of time. Possibly, these new establishments were the outgrowth of 
pre-existing centres like Henjeru. The new establishments catered to the 
economic needs of the enlarged religious groups which could not be 
sustained in earlier centres. The cities were particularly attractive to the 
members of merchant community and they built their own temples like 
Nakarésvara at Nidugal and Désisvara at Hemavati. It is interesting to 
note that their donations were essentially restricted to large urban 
centres, like Hemavati and Nidugal, where also the donations in 
particular were to the temples of their own community, like the 


om t Ter 
Nakarésvara and Desisvara. 
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The principal factor motivating temple erection and grant making 
was no doubt to obtain religious merit, but construction of temples and 
grants also added to the prestige of the individual in the society. It was 
not cnough that a person possessed wealth and power. He parted with a 
portion of his surplus wealth for dana and dharma, i.e., giving donations 
and performing acts of religious merit. This indirectly contributed to 
raising his prestige in the minds of the common men and the prestigious 
people. The beneficiaries in turn were essentially the priests and their 
staff, who were the legimate agents of God in the eyes of the society to 
award the rewards of the meritorious deeds of the donor. Without their 
blessings, men would not prosper. Thus, it was an exchange of visual 
wealth for accumulation of invisible merit. So far as the chiefs were 
concerned, the exchange of material wealth in return for the assumed 
accumulation of religious merit, on the one hand, meant legitimising 
authority to priestly class to discharge their religious duties, and on the 
other, conferred and reciprocated the authority on the chicfs as 
legitimate rulers of land. It also added to their prestige of the chicfs in 
the eyes of people at ‘large. Ultimately, this kind of reciprocative 
activity did little for the growth of economy except for the fact that it 
contributed to the expansion of agriculture, often through digging up 
new tanks and irrigation, while consolidating rigid, orthodox, social set 


up in which probably the tillers of the land were the worst sufferers. 
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It was a tradition to have a tank near the temple. The notion was 
to serve religious purpose and to provide irrigation facility to lands 
endowed to the temple. Thus, Chart No. 8 shows the existence of 

already expsted one. 


several tanks, which were cither newly built or old—ones—built—carlicr. 


There are instances of the construction of embankments for the tanks. 
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CHAPTER - V 


ECONOMIC ASPECTS 


Several factors, like geography, religious beliefs, political 
conditions, etc., of the period are responsible for shaping the economy 
of any region. It would be appropriate here to consider the possible 


factors which played a significant role in the economy of the region. 


One of the principal factors seems to be the rich mineral and 
agricultural resources of the region ruled by these Chola chiefs. Several 
moutain retreats and impregnable fortresses provided adequate defence 
and political security which is very much needed for the economic 
development. At the same time the political vicissitudes of the Nidugal 
Cholas, i.e., their conflicts and wars must have caused immense loss and 


damage to life. and property, as also to economy. 


The third important factor which seems to have shaped the 
economy and economic structure of the region was its religious beliefs. 
This resulted in the erection of several temples, public works, industrial 
arts and crafts which in turn added to the prosperity of the economy. 


The temples often served as ideal employers, and provided social 
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actiuety 
security to certain social groups. The existence of minting  --<<. has 


also come to light from the Kvarya record.' 
Rural Settlement 


Inscriptions of the Nidugal Cholas mention existence of several 
villages, such as Gangeya Mareyanahalli,’ Bhuvalikantha’ and 
Gundanahalli.* One of the trends noticed in the advent of new urban 
settlement seems to be to turn a non-peasant locality into a peasant 
locality through agricultural expansion. A case in point is the growth of 
Nidugal into an urban settlement of political prominence. Here due to 
the proliferation of local level politics, through the expansion of 
agricultre, the non-peasant settlement of Nidugal was transformed into a 


peasant settlement which later developed into an urban settlement. 


It has been observed that reclamation of uncultivated land for 

cultivation was very intense in the 12th century A.D.* This might be duc 
arable 

to scarcity of  --'.~- of land, which was further due to the 

variation in land transactions. This seems to be the reason why all the 

sparsely inhabited lands came to be inhabited with a number of villages, 

which further gave scope for the creation of new settlements through the 


expansion of agriculture. Therefore, we have glimpses of definite 


attempts towards improving existing pattern of cultivation in that way. 
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A notable feature in village expansion was the reclaiming of cultivable 
waste land, improvement in irrigation technology and increase in crop 


production. 


The above situation is noticed in the period and region under 
study also. Because in Govindavadi, Hefijeru and their surrounding 
regions the earlier rulers, viz., Telugu Cholas and Nolambas had already 
made several grants, for which, a saturating point existed so far as land 
grants were concerned. Naturally, there was no scope for further 
expansion of agriculture. This gave rise to a new trend to establish 
centres in newly formed fortified cities like Nidugal where we hear of 
Nagesvara, Nakaresvara and Jaina temples being erected and endowed 
with large property. Further, Tantrapala, the minister of chief Mallidéva 
Chola Maharaja got built two tanks viz., Kannegére and Nagasamudra.° 
Apart from this, minister of Bommideva Chola Maharaja, Bicha got built 
a fort connecting Nidugal to Haniya’ under the orders of his chief. 


This gave protection to the place. 


Abundance of crop cultivation is evidently related to fertility of 
soil. Hence improvement in the technique of agriculture was inevitable. 
Therefore, such improvements are noticed in the crop rotation, manuring 
and fallow cultivation. A record from Rantevolalu® refers to 2 crops 


raised in a year and sluice and shutter were used in tanks for controlled 
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drainage of field. Before constructions of a tank or sluice fixed in 
areas where tank irrigation was followed, the levelling of the lands was 
invariably done, which cnabled the casy flow of water to lands situated 
below. From the above record, it is clear that rice fields were irrigated 


from a new canal behind the Rantevolal tank. 


All these would anticipate great expansion of agriculture. A 
notable feature of inter village expansion was the renovation of old 
village tanks, which could prove extremely useful from the view point of 
variety and yield of wet crops. Therefore, embankments were built to 
tanks;” wells were expanded in the Akur village.'° Further, new tanks, 
wells, canals were excavated to procure more water for cultivation of 
such crops as paddy, sugarcane, etc., we have notices of grants by kings, 
ministers and even local bodies for the betterment of irrigation 
facilities. The Chart on tanks gives a clear picture of already exist! 

as also thé . 
tanks, newly constructed and renovated ones. This apart, levelling of 
land was invariably done, which facilitated easy flow of water to lands 


situated below. 


The construction of new tanks was necessitated more often by 
the need to reclaim virgin soil, which of course, led to expansion of 
agriculture. Further, the expansion of temple network in the village gave 


rise to development of new lands for cultivation by constructing tanks 
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and canals. In this way, with the help of agricultural expansion 
uncultivated dry land areas were converted into cultivated ones. 
Expansion of agriculture is also recognised by the variation in food 
crops, expansion of wet land cultivation, introduction of new food and 


commercial crops and garden products. 


Thus, the cultivable land donated as a gift varied from 1 mattar" 


to 204 mattars.'* 


Wet land was usually found below the tank, well or 
canal, and it varied from 1 khanduga’® to 66 khandugas,'* 10 kolagas’* 
to 50 kolgas.'* Next came the lands which included arecanut garden," 
flower garden,'* etc. The measurement of garden land varied from one 
mattar’® to 12 khandugas”® and 100 kambas.”' Even though inscriptions 


do not mention Kadu, vana, etc., they do occasionally mention the 


existence of Atti-tree,’?? bamboo groves,” etc. 


Betel leaves and areca nut crops grown in the region under study 
are of a comparatively recent origin, and are rapidly expanded on 
account of evolving social manners and ritual requirement of the growing 
institution. These two crops are invariably mentioned in the records. 
Besides the religious compulsion underlying the commodity production 
and marketisation of the two articles, the social factor also deserves 


some consideration. Coconut also entered the temple ritual and social 
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customs. There is a mention of tambula™’ in Mallidéva Chila's record 


on the occasion of his son's marriage. 


Evidence of production of cereal crops, garden crops and spices 
are furnished by Nidugalbetta record’® dated 1232 A.D. The record 
speaks of beans and other corns, udaldal, wheat, sugar, pepper, areca 
nut, Bishop seeds, mustard seeds, fennigrin, turmeric, ginger, etc. Fruit 
and vegetable items like sobasige, coriander, plantations, sugarcane are 
also mentioned in the record. There also existed garden lands.** Thus, 
an expansion of agriculture fostered the growth of food, commercial and 


garden crops. 


The inscriptions of the Chola chiefs do make reference to 
purchase and transfer of lands which paved the way for the private 
drwership of land, one of the important features of rural economy. In 
the reign of Irungola one of the grants consisted of two shares of ereya- 
guyal; and 2000 areca trees belonging to Mallisetti were transferred to 
Chellapille.27”. A record from Nidugal refers to the purchase of two 
kKhandugas of land from the Nidugal chief Irungoladéva before giving it 


to God Nakarésvara.”* 


Lands were given for several purposes, viz., for installing God,*® 


for feeding Brahmanas and ascetics,° whenever they visited temples, 


J 
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for sthanapatis®’ of the temples, for royal preceptors,”’ and for carrying 
out various services in temple, such as offerings, perpetual lamp, 
renovations, conducting festivals, decorating, staff of musicians, reciting 


prayers., etc. Sometimes whole villages and towns were granted.” 


$ 7 


Bommagavunda,”’ teachers,” 


sthanapati’® and scttiguttas’’ were trustees 


of large gifts and donations made particularly to temple. 


The Gauda or village headman and Heggade, another officer, 
made several grants, constructed temples, as well as embankments, etc. 
The part played by the people and citizens of a place in the economic 
activities cannot be neglected. The Nidugal inscription®® of Iruigola 
Chola Maharaja along with Mumuridandas, Mahavaddavyavaharis and 
principal nanadésis made grant for the God Nakaresvara of Nidugal. 


They even participated in the festivals conducted in the temples. 


After having dealt with the formation of rural settlement 
through agricultural expansion, we shall now study how rural settlements 
can be distinguished from one settlement from the other. With the 
limited number of epigraphs it is difficult to give a correct picture of 
village settlements in the period and region under study. Rural 
settlement can be distinguished in term of their specified boundaries up 
to which a donce has to enjoy. In the same manner, the record of these 


Chola chiefs also gives boundaries of given land or villages, by 
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mentioning grants made either on river bed or on the side of the tanks, 
etc. Sometimes boundaries are specified by keeping either tank, river 
or villagee as a centre point. For instance, grant was made on the west 


of the river Hagari,’® 


on the way to village Hambuligi, etc. Further 
record from Madhudi‘® mentions the boundaries of gifted land by 
keeping Hiryakere as the centre. The record states the garden land of 1 
khanduga and 10 kolaga besides the northern sluice of the canal; 4 
khandugas bounded by sugarcane canal on the west and koppara on the 
east; 1 Eradukeya in Malanaguyal to the east of the village. From the 
given evidences we can probably make out the boundaries of village 
Hiriyakere ( which might be named after the tank), i.e., on the west of 
the village, sugarcane canal lies, to the cast Malangual village formed 
the boundary, and to the north, northern sluice of the canal and garden 


land formed the boundaries. 


In the same manner, by keeping Chikkabanagere”’ as the central 
point, the following grants are made : Wet land of 1 khanduga and 15 
kolaga outside the outlet of tank; to the west of the well near attitree, 1 
khanduga, 5 kolaga of wet land behind the land belonging to God 
Mallikarjuna, 12 kolagas near the canal of the tank and garden land with 
500 plants to the west of the canal. From these instances, we can guess 
the western boundaries, where attitree and garden land with 500 plants 


mark clear demarcation. Thus, with the help of available information 
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produced by the records, it is possible to know the boundaries and 
location of gifted land in particular and villages in general. Apart from 
the boundaries, the type of land and soil may also be guessed. Usually, 
the term used for cultivated land in general is kai, khanduga and the 
term used for their measurement is mattar. Similarly, gadde is a term 
used for wet land and is measured by kambas, khandugas, etc. The term 


Ereyaguyyal also occurs in the record which means black soil land. 


Rural settlement in the region under study differed in their 
access to and utilisation of, water resources. This is due to the 
ecological differentiation. The ecological differentiation of the region is 


discussed elsewhere in the present work. 
The Urban Economy 


Inscriptions of the Chola chiefs reveal the existence of several 
towns, cities and guilds. From this it may be surmised that commercial 
economy received considerable impetus. Inscriptions often mention the 
term Rajadhani pattana®” and also three important capitals, viz., 
Govindavadi, the capital of Kaniyakal-300,‘4 Henjeru, the capital of 
Sirenadu,** and Nidugal.“° Among these, Nidugal is referred as a 
commercial centre. Thus, the Nidugal record’” refers to betel leveas, 


arecanuts, pepper, turmeric, bundles of sarees, paddy, etc., coming into 
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Nidugal. Eradukere, located in Suliyanur-70 in Sire-nad could have 
been a commercial town where mercantile community resided.‘* Apart 
from these several other cities and towns are mentioned in their records. 
These are Sirivolai,*® ruled by Ballidevi, Racharulu,°° Akuru,*? 
Malayanur,*? Mangalapura,°? Abhinavolal,** Mangalavada,** Mareyir,*® 
Kodalur.”” One of the epithets of Nidugal chiefs was "Lord of the city 
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of Oreyur". 
Increased Food Supply 


The presence of a political authority of feudal nature necessarily 
presumes availability of surplus food. Expansion of agriculture results 
on acount of the need for food. This paves the way for growth of urban 
settlement. Of course, non-food producing class was accommodated in 
the town, viz., craftsmen, merchants, officials and priests. These people 
thrived on the surplus produced by the peasants in the outlying villages. 
Hence, although Nidugal was a commercial centre, its people were 
sustained by the surplus from the neighbouring regions of Hemavati, Sira 
and Challakere taluks, and they are setellite villages settlements. Thus, 
increased food supply is the major factor for the rise of urban economy 


and promotion of external or foreign trade. 


110 


Ecological advantage and geographical locations favoured for the 
rise of an economy. In the present case, the example of Nidugal may be 
considered. It was a trading centre and formed the converging point for 
almost all the regions under study, and all the major roads passed 
through this core region. At the same time, Nagarapattanas of the 11th 
to 12th century A.D. were the centres for acquisition of surplus products 
from across the immediate neighbourhood, and also the distribution of 
surplus over longer distance. Further, since Nidugal and Henjeru are 
called Rajadhanipattana”” signifying dynastic headquarters and 


commercial centres, both are clubbed into one. 


In the reign period of the Chola chiefs the economic activities 


were being run by two types of guilds, viz., the merchant guilds and 


craft guilds. 


The Merchant Guilds 


Settiguttas,°° Nanadésis,“" Nana adési Maleyala,*? Nakaras,™ 


Vaddavyavaharsi,““ Désimukhya Sikaludayasettiyar,°° Mahavaddavya- 
vahari,© and mercantile. community” are nomenclatures used in the 
inscriptions of Nidugal Chola chiefs for merchant guilds. From the close 
observation of these terms it is clear that each term had its own grade. 


For instance, Settiguttas, Mummuridahdas and Nakaras are the terms 


4 
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indicating that they belonged to lower group of merchants. Above them 
were Nanadesis, Nanadesi Malayalas, Mahavaddavyavaharis and 


Vaddavyavaharis. 


Apart from merchant guilds, there existed craft guilds of various 
kinds, viz., guilds of oil men, weavers, tanibuliga, kammata (mint), 
bamboo-makers,, etc. The significant position held by them is suggested 
by their making grants to temples in cash and kind, conducting festivals 
and acting as trustees. Guilds not only supplied raw materials to their 
respective members but also looked after the consumption of finished 
goods and profit to their members. These guilds, because of their 
distinct service to urban economy, became very powerful. Apparently, 


these guilds have political shield in preserving their previleges. 


Industries 


Inscriptions refer to the existence of several industries, which are 


as follows. 
a) The Oil Mill Indsutry 


Oil mill industry formed one of the major industries which 


served the needs of common man, since, most of the inscriptions of the 
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time referred to the grant of oil®® and oil mill® on large scale to temples. 
Sometimes the taxes levied on oil mills were also given as gift. Oijl- 


mongers lived in their own strects.’° 
b) The Textile Industry 


Since the references such as weaving house,’' tax of visa for 
each load of cotton, a batl/for each bundle of sarees,’? occurred in the 
inscriptions of the Chola chiefs, the existence of prosperous textile 


industry can be inferred. 


c) Since the inscriptions mention the grant of betel leaves’’ and 
areca nuts’‘ on large scale for various purposes, these formed good items 


of business. Taxes imposed on them formed an important income to the 


state. 


Apart from these the references in the incription to such things 


> salt,’"° bamboo groves,”’ incense’® are clear a indication of 


as sugar,’ 
the existence of sugarcane industry, salt indsutry, bamboo making 


industry and perfume manufacturers. 
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Commerce 


The territory of the Chola chiefs had trade contact with other 
parts of the country. There are instances of the imposing of tolls on 
commodities coming from outside. One such instance is from 
Nigugalbetta record.’°The record mentions the tolls imposed on various 
commodities, viz., 100 betel leaves per load, 50 areca nuts per load, two 
measures of pepper, two palas of turmeric per load for each cart load 
and one bella of paddy for each load which were coming into Nidugal 
fort.Henjeru was an educational centre and several agraharas existed in 


the chiefdom which attracted the students from different parts. 


The means of transportation were carts, usually drawn by 
bullocks. Sometimes horses were used for this purpose. For example, 
Nidugal record’ refers to the money in the form of one haga, which had 


to be given for every horse of the hill (brought into the fort). 


Currency 


Under the rule of Nidugal Chola chiefs coins of gold and silver 
were in circulation. Gadyana, hana, pana, kani, haga and visa are the 
various terms of gold and silver coins used in the inscriptions. They 


apparently minted there coins just as the Hoysalas, Kadambas of Goa 
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and Kadamabas of Hanagal did. Recently, a couple of coins of Irungola 
have come to light.*' The exchange value between different units of 


currency was as follows.” 


1 Gadyana 10 panas 

1 pana 20 visa 

1 pana 4 haga | 

1 haga 2 bele, 5 visas 
1 pana | 64 kani 

1 visa 2 béle 


Minting 


Mints are also mentioned in their inscriptions. It consisted of 
various processes like bidigamma .ta where metal pieces were brought to 
shape, and udigeya kamma ta where seals were put on them. The 
\varya record” mentions the grant of one hana each month from both 
these mints to a God Gold and silver coins of this period served as a 
measure, while imposing taxes on various commodities. For instance, 
for udaldal, wheat, ctc., a measure per cach gold coin is taxed®’ and for 


pepper two kanis per gold coin, etc., were imposed.” 
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Weights and Measures 


Following units of measuring lands, viz., Mattar, Kamba, Kamma 
are noticed in the records of the chiefs. The mattar unit of 
measurement was used for measuring cultivable, wet and garden land. 
Kamba, kamma or kamba, a division of both mattar and solage was one 
more unit of measurement, one hundred kammas being equal to one 
mattar. Lands were also measured according to their productive 
capacity. The terms used for such measures were kolaga and khanduga. 
One of the methods followed for calculating mattar was based on the 
formula twice length X breadth +1. There was no unanimity about the 
value of mattar and it varied between 2/3rd of an acre to nine acres."° 
One more method of measuring land was with the help of kolu (staff). 
Baragur record of Mallideva Chola Maharaja mentions that wet land of 
30 khanduga was measured with the help of Bhatarabavanakolu"’ and 


Konakondla record refers to ubayarayabenkol which was of 64 span rod. 


Various commodities of food grains, like paddy, wheat, etc., 
were measured with different measures. Paddy was measured by the 
units of khanduga, balla, kolaga, wheat, in terms of gold coin for each 
measure, even udaldal, and other coins were also measured by the units 


of gold coin for each measure. Sugar, pepper, mustard seeds, 
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fennigruin, sabasige, coriander, turmeric, etc., were measured in terms 
of units of gold and silver per load. Salt and clarified butter were ‘also 
measured in terms of measures per load and hedage (half load) of that 
commodity.** Betel leaves and areca nuts were measured in terms of 
number of that commodity per load. For example, 20 numbers of botel 
leaves per load, and 10 number of areca nut per each load. Bundle of 
sarees was measured in terms of béle®® and visa” per load of sarees. Oil 


was measured by the units of Dhare,”’ laddle’? measures, etc. 


Temples, emerging as a centre point of marketing and trading 
activites, also contributed to the rise of urban economy. The best 
examples for this are Nakarésvara temple at Nidugal and Nonambesvara 
temple at Henjeru. Therefore, temples became focal point for the 
collection and distribution of resources. Sometimes religious centres 
had their own granaries. The control of such institution was in the 
hands of priestly-cum-ruling clites, as cconomic administrators and 
religious authorities. Thus political and religious powers became allied 
and paved the way for rise of religious feudatories. Therefore, 
commercial groups began to seek validation by participating in gift 


giving and conducting festivals. 


Fortification though not universal is yet another aspect of urban 


development. Thus commercial centre Nidugal is facilitated with a fort 
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connecting Nidugal to Haniya.”> Further, there existed monumental 


buildings including temples, which also trace the feature of urban centre. 


Exploitation of iron and other minerals in the Nidugal region 


contributed in strengthening urbanisation. 


Migration 


Inter-regional migration of merchants or common _ people 
individually or collectively was indirectly responsible for the promotion 
of their economy. The factors responsible for such migration could be 


trade, education or religious purpose. 


The existence of Mahaghatikasthana”* at Hefijeru and Agrahara,”* 
the educational centres, attracted learned men from different parts to 
settle down in such areas. The Amarapura record’* mentions 
Chellapille's father Dipanayaka, who, interestingly, is praised as a Jina- 
Brahmana of Buvalikantha village of Dakshina Madura in Dakshina 
Pandyadésa. So it is surmised that Dipanayaka in pursuance of religion 
must have come to Nidugal and settled there. Even merchants, for that 
matter, in pursuit of their trade must be migrating to different parts of 


the country. 
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Revenue and Taxes 


There used to be treasury officers who collected revenue from 
villages, agraharas and cities or towns. For instance, Bhandari ketana”’ 
(treasurer) reccived certain share within Brahmana shares in Mangapoti 
agrahara as revealed by Mahadevapura record. One more record from 
Malayanur’® states that Hejjunka (revenue) of the Malayanur village was 


given as a grant. 


Apart from collection of taxes, inscriptions also speak of the 
remission of tax to certain villages by the king. For example, a record 
from Nidugal dated 1292 A.D.*? states that in the reign of 
Ganesvaradéva, the Nidugal Chola chief, his subordinate Bayicha- 
dandanayaka after conquering Nidugal, gave Moreyur for God 


Somanathadeva. The grant was free of all imposts. 


In addition to the revenue collected from every village or town, 
taxes or tolls imposed on homemade products and also on_ the 
commodities coming from outside formed the revenue of the state. For 
example, Nidugalbetta record’®° mentions tolls imposed on various 
commodities, viz., 100 betel leaves per load, 50 areca nuts per load, two 
measures of pepper, two palas of turmeric per load, a visa on each 


bundle of sarees, one kolaga of paddy for cach cart load, and one balla 
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of paddy for each load, which were coming into Nidugal fort. From this 


it is clear that there was trade contact with the neighbouring regions. 


They imposed custom duty on woven women's cloth.’°’ Other 
items on which tax was put were as follows : oil mill, beans and other 
corns, one measure per each gold coin; for udaldal, wheat, etc., a 
measure per each gold coin; for sugar two kanis per gold coin; for 
pepper two kanis per gold coin; for areca nut 10 number per each gold. 
For betel leaves fifty number per load, and 20 number of betel leaves 
per old, to the collection of tax from shops; for items like mustard seed, 
fennigrurin, coriander, turmeric, etc., one measure per load; from the 
mint one kani per gold coin (produced). Not only on these items taxes 
were imposed but on certain important occasions, i.e., at the time of 
marriage engagement one haga per gold coin from the bridegroom's side 
and 2 bele per gold coin from the bride's side, at the time of offering of 
bride one gadyana from both parties, at the time of celebrating the 
attainment of puberty by a girl, at the celebration of birth of a male 
child, at the naming ceremony of the child one pana for each ceremony, 
at the celebration of the birth of a female child 2 hagas;; Tippe sunka, 
etc., were imposed by the state. Apart from taxes they collected vrittis 


(share). It is recorded that in the agrahara one vrittis for the God, six 
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vrittis for chaultry, cight vrittis below the tank of Hiryakere for God 


were given.’ 


Taxes were paid both in cash and kind. The best example for the 
latter is in the record from Nidugalbetta.’” It is stated that the tolls on 
betel leaves, areca nut, paddy oil were for daily services and for 
anointing of Parsvanatha Jinésa. Usually, perishable items like betel 
leaves, areca nuts, fruits, coriander, sabasige, etc., were taxed in kind 
and non-perishable items like pulses, wheat, pepper, ginger were taxed 


in cash. 
Expenditure 


When the state carned revenue from the above means, there also 
existed expenditure on the part of it, which includes grants made to 
temples and its priests, for their maintenance, giving remuneration to the 
officers for their various services. To quote an instance, Nidugal 
record'”’ refers to tax collector receiving tax amount, and that sometimes 
grants were exempted from taxes is revealed by Havaligi'® and Nijual 


records. '°° 
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CHAPTER - VI 


ASPECTS OF SOCIETY 


By the beginning of the 11th century A.D. the caste structure of 
the society had become well-established in Karnataka as elsewhere. The 
inscriptions belonging to the region and period under study in this work 
make this fact explicit and show that the persons belonging to different 
castes were not only conscious of their castes, but at times even prided 
themselves on it. Thus, while umpteen number of references occur to 
the Brahmanas, the Chola chiefs themselves took pride in declaring that 
they belonged to the Kshatriya class’ and were descendents of the solar 
race. Similarly, the Vaisyas reveal their identity by suffixing their 
names with the term setti’ and organising themselves in guilds. There is 
at least one reference to a person belonging to Chaturtha-varna’ (4th 


caste), i.c., Sudra, serving as an officer under the Chola chiefs. 


The Brahmanas had held a high status in the society from ancicnt 
times. They were regarded by kings as well as the public. Grants were 
made to them on a large scale. Thus, the inscriptions from 
Mangalavada,* Hemavati’ and Nidugal® mention the various grants made 


for the feeding of Brahmanas and ascetics. For their dwelling, there 
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existed separate localities called Agraharas and Brahmapuris. One 
such agrahara is noticed in Manggapoti as revealed by an inscription 
from Mahadevapura.’ The record states that the chief gave certain 
shares in Mangapoti within the Brahmana shares in that Agrahara to 
Bhandari Ketana. The Nagenahalli record® refers to the existence of a 
Brahmapuri there. It further states that Bommarasa, Chimmarara, and 
Karuva of the Brahmapuri reccived one mattar land cach. One more 
record from Hemavati? speaks of Akur Brahmadéva, which was granted 


by Rajaraja. Akur, is situated on the south bank of Kaveri in the Chola 


country.'° 


The Brahmanas, by virtue of their being regarded as closer to 


God, commanded a respect perhaps next only to deitics themselves. 
Therefore, we see major part of the grants made over to temples, were 
allotted to the priests which enabled the Brahmanas to emerge as a 
dominant group, controlling of the temple activities. They also enjoyed 
hereditary right over the grant (Chart No.5 gives the clear picture of 


status and position of sthanapatis.). 


In the period under review, it is interesting to note, there is not a 
single epigraph, speaking of the grant made to the Brahmanas alone. 


This suggests an apparcnt decline in the patronage to Brahmadéyas and 
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agraharas. This was so, probably existence of numerous frecholding 
would have spelt major fiscal constraint on the political authority. On 
the other hand, Heggade Muliga Singayya got built temples of 
Mallikarjunadeva and Bhairavadeva for which chicf Bogadeva Chola 
Maharaja made grant. The owner of the grant was Bhupajiya the son of 


Kalyanasakti."! 


The agraharas, however, were not always exempt from 
all taxes. However, the Mahajanas of village Hambulige received a gift 


of land free of impost.'? This last mentioned is an exception case. 


The senior officers, viz., custom officer, treasurers and those 
concerned with legal matters might also have been of Brahmin origin, for 


these posts required the background of formal education. 


Kshatriyas formed the next important class in the society. They 
belonged to the warrior class. In the inscriptions of Nidugal Chola 
chiefs, especially those depicting their epithets, there are good number 
of references in praise of these chiefs exhibiting their valour. For 
instance, it is stated that they belonged to Kasyapa gotra’? and that they 
were born in kshatriya family.’ They also had such titles as the Lord of 
the city of Oreyur, the Protector of Rodda, a Sahadeva in wielding the 
sword,’* a Kichaka-V.krodara, Simhalanchchana,’® Aruvattunalkau 


Mandalikara talegonda ganda,’” etc. The various privileges, enjoyed by 
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the chiefs of this famly, are discussed at length in the chapter on 


On . 
administrataive structure and in the chart dealing —- position of chiefs. 


Vaisyas formed the third important class in the socicty. The 
occurrence of names ending with setti as well as of terms, like setti- 
gutta,’ Nakara’’ and Maha-Vaddavyavaharii® in the inscriptions is a 
clear indication of their existence and the prominent role they played. 
They are known to have renovated temples and made grants for various 
services in the temples. These points are elucidated by the following 
records. An inscription from Obalapura”! informs that Machisetti, son 
of Bichisetti, and Chavudakabbe renovated God Vishnudeéva's temple 
near God Ramésvaradéva's temple, and got made a statute of 
Parivashadeva (i.e., Pargaudeva). Narasapuram inscription” speaks of 
the grant of 10 kolaga of wet land by the Nakaras for Saiva temple. 
Hemavati (Madakasira taluk, Anantapur distrsict) inscription”? refers to 
the grant made by the Vaddavyavahari Désimukhya Sikaludayasettiyar 
for the sacred food offering to the God Mangesvara. Another record 
from Eradukera’‘ refers to the fact that mercantile community of that 
place gifted oil to a temple. One more record from Pavugada taluk?° 
(Tumkur district) praises the Vaisya community at length. It speaks of 
the grant made by Mahavaddavyavaharis, all Vaisya citizens, the 


principal Nanadeésis and Murmuridandas for the God Nakarésvara of the 
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Nidugal fort. In the Agrahara, one vritti (share) for the God and six 
vrittis for the chaultry were given by Chikkamahadevasetti. Eight 
vrittis below the tank Hiriyakere in Nayanagdudi were given by 
Suruyasetti, the son of Késavasetti. The record further states that they 
also celebrated festivals for which various grants were made. Not only 


Saiva temples, but also the Jaina basadis enjoyed the grants, made by 


them.”° 
Relationship Between the Merchant Class and the Ruling Class 


Both had cordial reliations with each other. In the Amarapura”’ 
epigraph chief Irungoladeva Chola Maharaja by taking the consent of 
Mallisetti and witness of 18 samayas and God Sadasivadeva, transferred 
two shares of Ereyaguyal and 2000 areca trees belonging to Mallisetti to 
Chellapille for the benefit of Prasanna Parsvadeva of Basadi at 
Tailangere. Here economic status held by Mallisetti is known, and 
formed a good example to show the existence of private land holdings. 
The case is reverse in a Nidugal epigraph** where several belonging to 
the Vaisya community of Nidugal, viz., Mahavaddavyavaharis, principal 
Nanadésis; and Mummuridandas together purchased two khandugas of 
wet land on the bank of Muchchugurke from chief Irungoladeva, for 


making grant to God Nakarésvara of Nidugal. Further, the existence of 
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several guilds in Nidugal region reveal the fact that this place served as 
great commercial centre; and cities were practically attractive to the 
members of the merchant community. They built their own temples, 


. maa . - 77% - | 
viz., Nakaresvara’? at Nidugal and Desisvara at Hemavati.”° 


That both chiefs and merchants were interdependent, in one or 
the other way, is evident from Hemavati’' and Roppa”’ records. In the 
former record, Perriyalusetti depended on chief Mallideva Chola 
Maharaja for making grant to God Désigvara installed by him. In the 
latter record, Settiguttas along with gaudas maintained the grant made 


by the sons of chief Bommideva Chola Maharaja. 


The merchants probably formed themselves into regional groups, 
for Eradukera record refers to the mercantile community of Eradukere.” 
Similarly, in Nidugal regions there existed Mahavaddavyavaharis, the 
principal Nanadésis, Mummuridandas; and all the vaisya citizens formed 
themselves into several guilds and made several grants. In the Hemavati 
record,’’ it is said that there existed Desi merchants of the Kubera 
family hailing from four different linguisitic regions. Therefore, next 
only to Chief it was the vaifyas who were very powerful and rich enough 
to make several grants. This is demonstrated by Narasapuram,”* 
1,°° 


Nidugal,’* Hemavati’’ and Eradukera™® records. Hence, the position held 


and the role played, the vaisyas are very significant. 
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Sudras 


/ 
The existence of Sudras is known from Brahmagiri inscription.” 
The record states that Bichi, the minister of king Bomma, belonged to 
_ . 
Chaturthavarana (Sudra). The record gives the genealogy of Bicha 


which is as follows. 


Malligauda of Charutha-varna 
Married M. Hamsambika 
Ajjana 
Married Tippama (Jaina) 


Bicha 


Minister Bicha, at the orders of king Bomma, got built a fort 
connecting Nidugal and Haniya in order to subdue the enemies. From 
the above record it is clear that Sudras enjoyed a good status in the 
socicty depending upon their abilities. Their job was not restricted to 
become the servants of the twice-born. They had their share in the 
administrative faculty too, which was of hereditary nature. The record 
states that Ajjana, the father of Bicha had kept Kaniyakalnad 
permanently under his control.*° This implies the position held by his 
father. These people also enjoyed the social and religious privilege of 


making grants. The same record mentions that minister Bicha made 
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some grant the details of which are lost.’ The statement in the record 
that the fort constructed by Bicha was for the protection of whole 
kingdom and also that his own wealth would last as long as the sun and 
moon endured reveals the economic privilge enjoyed by minister Bicha 


te . 
in particular and Sudras in general.*? 


Their relations with other caste was cordial though not equal, 
for, the grant made by Irungola in the Nidugalbetta record’? was used 
for the daily services of the God Parsvanatha Jinésa and for the serving 
of food to people belonging to all the four castes, which included 
Sidras also. This implies that caste discrimination was considerably 
diluted. However, the larger section of the fourth class being dependent 
upon crafts and agricultural labourer, it would be too much to 


exaggerate the above cited exceptional case. 


Peasants 


It is the peasants who catered to the needs of the rural and urban 
population by hard work in the fields. As such, chiefs, merchants and 
officers made grants to temples for their own religious merit. The donee 
would enjoy the true fruits of the grant but the actual sufferer was the 


poor farmer. The records from Narasapuram,‘* Malayanur,** 


Nagenahalli,“* Nidugal’” and Obalapura‘* indicate the heavy taxes 
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imposed on farmers by chiefs and officers and extraction of large share 


of their produce for making grants. 


Apart from taxes, lands of various sizes, oil mills, etc., were 
given as grant for their own merit. At times, whole villages and urus 
were given as grant, as for example, village Vadalachinte was given to 


royal preceptor Anantasivadeva, *° 


village Santarane was given to temple 
of Nilakantésvara at Govindavadi*® and Moreyur was given by 


Dandanayaka Bayicha free of all imposts to God Somanathadéva of 


Nidugal.*' Tanks were also given as sarva-godage.** 


While making grants in the above forms the donor naturally 
transfers his rights over the grant to the donees who, in most of the 
cases were temples and temple priests. Hence, the priests enjoyed full 
right and control over the given lands, villages, tanks and urus, etc. 
This paved the way for the rise of religious feudatories who naturally 
exercised their full control and power over the peasants working in their 
ficld. The extent of privilege and authroity enjoyed by such religious 
feudatorics becomes more when a whole village or a uru was given them, 


waiving all imposts. 


To add to this, the idealogical imprecations, of attaching 


punishments of going to hell in case of violation of the grant, and of 
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rewarding with heaven by status for preserving the grant must have left 


no room for the peasang to raise their voice against the exploitation.** 


In addition to religious feudatories, rich merchants exercised 
their control over the artisans of the villages by imposing heavy taxes 
over the goods produced by them. This is evident from Nidugal 
record," where a list of taxes imposed by the Nanadési Malayalas is 


given. 


Therefore, land grants, sale, purchase and transfer of lands 
created problem to peaseants in particular and villagers in general. 
Because the above activities include change of ownership, directly or 


indirectly they affected the peasants. 


AS an exception to the above stated position, Konakonda®® 
cpigraph shows that sometimes even villagers had a chance of 
participating in the activities of chiefs. According to the above record, 
chief Irungolasarasa, along with the residents of the place called 
Mallarasa, Balarasa, Nirugarasa and Recharasa, got built Késava temple, 


and, along with them, made some grant. 
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From this it can be surmised that even though chiefs were on 
good terms with the villagers, their land transactions created several 


problems indirectly to peasants in particular, and to villagers in general. 


Position of Women 


The unhealthy practice of male and female discrimination is one 
to be expected in medieval Hindu society. But in certain sections of the 
society the position of women was relatively better. By their ability and 
zeal many women, particularly of the ruling ciass, distinguished 
themselves in public administration and education and in the religious 
field. The Oblapura incription®® mentions Ballidévi, the senior queen of 
Mallideva Chola Maharaja as a distinguished lady administering 


Sirivolalkere. 


Women along with their husbands, participated in religious 
functions and made some grants to temples.*” Sitadévi, the queen of 
Mallidévi, made grant of Vadalachinte to Anantasivadeva Nonambésvara 
at Henjeru.** Lakshmadevi, the senior queen of Mallidéva, made grant 
for Gods Mallikarjuna and Mangesvara.°” Malayanur record™ speaks of 
the installation of five gods, viz., Mallikarjunadeva, 


_ , _ -?! ~ - -? _ —_ 
Lakshmanesvaradeva, Irungolésvara, Mahadevesvara and Suryadéva. A 
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record further states that grant of wet land was given to Pachi' ‘marasa 


QO 


at the request of Lakumadevi for her religious merit. 


There was no binding on women that they should follow the same 
religion as that of their husband, at least in the royal class. They had 
every liberty to follow their own religion. For instance, Irungola's queen 
A ‘Ipadevi was a Jaina devotee, while her husband was a Saiva. She was 
a lay disciple of of Kranur-gana of Kundakundanvaya, and protected a 


. : . . . .. 61 
Jaina charity which had been in ruined condition. 


In the educational field too the women of ruling class were 
considerably ahead. Sitadevi, wife of Mallideva, is praised in the 
Hi mavati record as the born Parvatidevi. She is called * alaharisayane 
and well-qualified in Sravya Kavya, Divya Gita, and was a Vidya- 


- - SM 
pravine. She had made grant to Mahaghatisthana Nonambésvara at 


Hefijeru. 


One more interesting point is that in the absence of male progeny 
the administration of temple affairs appears to have passed into the 
hands of the husbands of daughters, i.e., sons-in-law. For example, 
Mangalavada insggiption mentions that the income from the sthdnas of 


God Somanatha of Mangalavada and God Non&mbcavara of Voreyur was 


made over to the sons-in-law of Somajiya's son Madajiya. 
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Marriage, being an important institution, was considered sacred. 
The chiefs, and perhaps the wealthy sections of the society made grants 
on occasions of marriage. For instance, Mangalavada inscription®® refers 
to the grants made for offerings, oblations, flowers, insense, lamp, 
tambula and feeding of the Brahmanas in some temples on the occcasion 


of the marraige of Irungoladeva and Siriyadevi. 


Marriages were sometimes conducted in chaultry® for which 
grant was given. Taxes were imposed on the occasion of marraige, and 
also on such occasions as, at the time of offering of bride, or birth of 
child. These are clearly mentioned in the Nidugal record. It is laid 
down in the record that at the time of marriage engagement, one haga 
per gold coin from bridegroom's side and one haga per gold coin from 
bride's side was to be paid. Simiarly, at the time of offering of bride 
one gadyana from both parties, at the time of celebration the attaining 
of puberty by girl, at the celebration of birth of a male child, and at the 
naming ceremony of the child one pana for each ceremony; and at the 


celebration of the birth of a female child 2 hagas, etc., had to be paid 


as tax. 


The ancient practice of offering pinda to their ancestors 


(manes), particularly at sacred spots, like Prayaga, was considered 
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meritorious. The Bargur record®’ of Mallideva Chola states that 
Chavundamayya-Nayaka having fed Brahmanas at the confluence of 
Gangadevi and Yamuna made offerings of pinda to his ancestors at Gaya 
and Varanasi. Later he brought the sacred water of the Ganga and gave 


it to Mallidevarasa. 


With regard to their food, Nidugal inscription®® gives a big list of 
items used in their focd, viz., beans and various corns, udaldal, wheat, 
rice, sugar and paddy. Apart from these, mustard seed, Bishop's seed 
and its seed, fenningrin, coriander, pepper, turmeric, etc., were used for 
preparing sambara. From the above record it is clear that they were 
mostly vegetarian. This does not mean that there were no non- 
vegetarians, though no inscription refers to it. The use of betel after 
taking food was common, because betel leaves and areca nuts were very 
common items of grants.°° The women must have worn saree since 
inscriptions refer to sarees. Obalapur record”® states that there used to 
be houses for weaving, and Abinahole inscription”’ refers to a grant of 
income from customs duty on women's woven cloth. Flowers or flower 
gardens,’’ which often figure in the records not only served the religious 


purpose but they must also have formed part of women's decoration as 


well. 
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means . . . . 
The-. —. of amusements like music, dance, celebrating festivals 


were familiar. Nidugalbetta record” refers to the grant made to the 
musicians and for conducting chaitra-pavitra festivals. Chikkabanagere 
record’’ speaks of the grant made for renovation of the temple of the 
God for Chaitra, Pavitra and other festivals. Prayers were also recited 


by donees in the temple is revealed by Jangamarahalli inscription.”° 


Even though harmony prevailed in the society, it was not free 
entirely from some unhealthy practices such as female-male 
discrimination, cattle raids, etc. An inscription from Nidugal’® 
demonstrates the above points. The record mentions the amount 
prescribed as tax at the birth of a male child as one pana, which was 


more than that to be collected at the birth of a female child, which was 


two hagas. 


Cattle raids were common. For instance, a hero-stone record 
from Tumkur mentions’’ that when Hoysala Vira Narasimhadéva was 
ruling from Dorasamudra, Guleyanayaka, accompanied by the whole of 
Irungola's force, raided Anecbiddarasinad and carried away the cows. In 
retaliation Appayanayaka pursued the plunderers and slaughtered them 


and recovered the cows but fell in the battle. 
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Education 


The institutions that were devoted to the cause of education were 
Agraharas,’* Brahmapuras, or Brahmapuris,’° Temples and 
Ghatikasthanas.*° Agraharas generally constituted entire villages 
endowed solely for the pursuit of higher studies.*' Brahmapuris 
comprised localitics in a village or town set apart specifically for the 
teachers and the taught engaged in the pursuit of knowledge.” 
Ghatikasthanas were institutions where specialised studies in the one or 
more branches of knowledge were conducted, as in the modern 
universities.*> The Mahaghatikasthana Nonambésvara at Henjéru was 
one of the famous ghatikasthana of Karnataka. The royal preceptor and 
an acharya of this Mahaghatikasthana was Anantasivadeva.™ Going by 
the evidence of available records, it would appear that instead of 
creating new agraharas and Brhamapuris, already existing agraharas and 


ghatikashina were patronised and strengthened by chiefs and the 
wealthy. 


Languages and Literature 


Even though there is no direct reference to any work produced 


under the patronage of the Cholas of Nidugal, a careful study of their 
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epigraphs indicates that there were poets well-versed in Sanskrit, 
Kannada and Tamil. Sanskrit mugt have enjoyed a high status in the 
royal court. Sanskrit learning and scholarship were worthily honoured 
and patronised. In their epigraphs we notice verses composed in 
Sanskrit.“* In one of the records of Chéla Maharaja Mallidéva, he is 
praised in a couple of Sanskrit verses, wishing him success through the 
grace of Isvara, while another record of the same chief is written in 


Tamil language with words mostly of Sanskrit origin.” 


Apart from the Sanskrit scholars enjoying royal patronage and 
respect, there must have been considerable number of eminent Kannada 
scholars and poets. A noteworthy feature of the records of these chiefs 
is that almost all their records are written in Kannada, save one or two 
which are in Tamil. Sanskrit was used by pandits, and Kannada, being 


the vernacular, was employed extensively in administration. 


The Kannada alphabet which took its birth from Asokan Brahmi, 
the mother of all the scripts, reached its stylised and refined round shape 
and form at the beginning of llth century A.D. Although epigraphs 
constitute the state and public documents which are of great value, it is 
one of the precious sources reflecting on the literary achievement of the 
' period, as it was being written in chaste language and choice prose and 


poetic form illustrated by good literary specimens. 
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Almost all their records culogise the Nidugal Chola chiefs with 
long, high-sounding epithets. For instance, in Havalagi record,*’ king 
Mangarasa is praised by Mangimayya, the composer of the inscription, 
as Oreyur-puravarésvara, kichaka-vrikodara, kasyapa-kula-pavitra, 


Simhalanchana and Chélesvaradéva-labdha-varaparasada. 


Apart from kings and queens, officers and merchants were also 
praised by the composers of the epigraphs. The Nagarahalli record of 
king Bhogadéva was composed by Mararasa and written by Bachanna of 
Kolur. Mararasa, the composer of the inscription, must have been a 


well-versed person. 


Bommideva Chéla Maharaja was a great patron of poets. His 
only inscription found in Brahmagiri hill,*? (Molakalmuru taluk, 
Chitradurga district) is written completely in verse. The record 
comprises different metres which reflect the poetical abilties of its 
composer. While giving the genealogy of Bammideva Chola Maharaja, 
he describes father, grandfather and great grandfather in different 
verses. Here is an example of Sarditla Vikridita®® describing the rule of 


Govinda of Suryakula and his son Irungola. 
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Orsos0 chr hor nmysado Rawodwowo drmac 
Be Bo wohd,oh AHonpemBvAws obswe 
tg eo0 Bdadbedank Sdaha meg wyors 


,ctoo 8 con Heys Do NAY DAHBo wo op dro 


The verse which praises Bhogi Chola Maharaja is in UtpalamalaW” metre. 


BR, Reon, TBs MBINIMDVIOeCVIOW D 


” 


5, WEDoLnmys MOBMeOs rg mabey Noy FO 
om 8 sar Boyds m Ae cowodiwIr hoe 


8x3 Doh rad SAdo sOwocniss my Hy Foe I 


The next verse also continues the praise of Bhogadéva. It is in 


Champakamala” metre. 


WES Goeiyowsr Gy csoohs sshd wo 
$d Iss ty hoMsided ssd dou ney, 
Tih Doh wows cbsoeswo Lahos vows 


Mosodesdng ass Romo haonvosorto tl 


The succeeding verse is again in Ufpalamala? metre. After that, a 
verse gives the genealogy of Bicha the minister of Bommidéva. It is in 


Mattebha-vikridita™ metre. 
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BSH, cD, OF doedsolow se th,zoo Sedono 
woohy oF wg Foss sOewo Hg Mewort mw 
3S BesL, cHBosanonsn BB ToDOo Hey Bo 


Hs Onoroeng sthromoywdro Sm 0 A Dosodsdo ut 


The remaining verses are in Champakamald and Mattebhavikridita metres. The 

above verses show that the poet was well-accomplished in composing several 
f nw - 

verses in different metres, viz., Shardula-vikridita Utpalamala, Mattebha- 


vikridita, and Champakamdla. 


In the reign of Mallideva Chola Maharaja we get ample of examples of 
poetic composition. In one of the records.’ Sanskrit verses also are noticed 
amidst Kannada compositions. Since, the verse in Hemavati record,” which 
praises Sitadévi, the wife of Mallideva, is again repeated in Malayanur record”’ 
which also praises Mallidéva’s another queen Lakshmadevi, it may be surmised 
that the composer of these two records was one and the same person. From the 
above study it is clear that the poets of this period had a considerable literary 
accomplishment. Since Henjeru the capital of these Chola Chiefs” was a great 
educational centre where the Mahdghatikasthana existed, it must have 
attracted poets and scholars in different branches of knowledge from various 


parts of the country, and must have been responsible for the literary progress in 


this rgion. 
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CHAPTER - VII 


RESUME 


Hitherto, the scholars have been broaching the view that the 
Chola chiefs studied here should be related to the Renadu Cholas. But, 
we have shown that this view is difficult to substantiate because Nidugal 
has never been the capital of the Chola chiefs before 1196 A.D. Nor 
can these chiefs be called Telugu Cholas. On the other hand, available 
evidence suggests that the Chola chiefs rose to prominence in the region 
of Rodda-300, and later on became the masters of more territorial 
divisions. However, the chiefs took pride in calling themses Ives, the 
descendents of Karikala Chola of the Sangam fame which suggests that 


they originally hailed from Tamilnadu region (Chapter - II pp.6-16.). 


The present study has made it possible to trace a_ reliable 
history of the chiefs of the dynasty from Jata to Bairarasa. As many as 
seventeen cheifs of the dynasty ruled for a period of over two hundred 
years. There gencalogy and chronology has been reconstructed a_ fresh 


and the achievements of each ruler have been assessed (Chapter -II 


pp.16-34). 


1 


ome} 


Among the cheifs of the dynasty Irungola 1% reign (1107-1143 


A.D.) may be considered to represent the peak of power. His authority 


extended over a large area from the region of Rodda in the south to 
Gooty taluk of Anantapur district, A.P. in the north and Challakere taluk 
of Chitradurga district, in Karnataka and on the west to Kambadur 
taluk of Anantapur district, A.P. on the east. In spite of repeated 
onsloughts of the Hoysalas, the chief was able to reassert himself. He 
made several grants and got built temples and tanks. It was he who 
gave Nidugal to Tantrapala Namana, obviously with a view to make it 
the next seat of power which had greater strategic advantages. This act 
of his did help his successors, Chola chiefs for quite sometime to hold 


themselves against the Hoysalas. 


The Chola chiefs had a tendency to assert their authority. Their 
acceptance of the supremacy of the imperial Chalukyas, even after the 
fall of the latter, only shows that with that excuse they aspired to 
perpetuate their independent rule in the area under their control. Every 
time after the Hoysalas fiad made incursions into their territory or 
overpowered them, the Chola chiefs recovered, defied the Holysala 
supremacy and reasserted their own authority. It was this behaviour of 
the Chéla chiefs which perhaps made the Vijayanagara rulers, who 


themselves were the feudatories of the Hoysalas to begin with, to place 


0 
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the Chola chiefs as subordinates under the Nayakas of Nidugal, thus 
putting an end to their assertive inclinations. This factor not only 
reduced their political power but also axed their economic resources. 
The Chola chicfs thus disappeared slowly from the political arena during 


the Vijayanagara period. 


The Chiefs claimed to have descended from the line of 
Karikala Chola of the Sangam age. This perhaps helped them to broach 
great antiquity for their lineage. But having’ come from the land 
speaking a different language, it was necessary for them to legitimate 
their authority in the Kannada speaking area. This they did 
unhesitatingly by using the local vernacular for administration and for 
issuing records, as also by claiming to be Karnatas long settled in the 
area. (Chapter - II pp.42-46 ). They shifted their capital at least thrice 
during their reign period. Earlier they had Govindavadi as their capital 
(Early 11th c - 1143 A.D.), then they shifted to Henjeru (c 1143 -1196 
A.D.) from where they again shifted to Nidugal (c. 1219-1280 A.D.). 
This they effected not just owing to changing political environment, 
strategic reasons as well as such economic factors as scope for 
agricltural expansion, merchandise and industry also played their role. 
The pro? of changing of the capitals was peaceful (Chapter - IH 


pp.47-56).The administrative edifice had its apex, the Chola chief as the 


Loe 


- 0 

head and he was assisted by Manneya, Amatya, Prabhu, Prabhugavuda 
and Mahapradhana,. The administrative units called nadus seem to have 
formed a significant centre of agro-economic nature which gave it the 


name (Chapter - III pp.56-76). 


As elsewhere the most deep rooted religion in the region was 
Saivism. The Chola chiefs were personally inclined towards that 
religion, describing themselves as Cholésvaradéva-labdha-varaprasadas. 
But nevertheless they did patronise other religious sects like, 


Vaishnavism and Jainism. - 


Several factors contributed to the formation of economy and 
economic structure. The expansion of agriculture, the emergence of new 
urban settlements, the commodities of trade, land transactions, Guilds 
and industries, commerce and currency, weights and measures, taxation, 


etc., had their appropriate role (Chapter - V pp.100-125). 


Social classes, their status and interrelations, the position of 


women, cducation, languages and literature in the region and period 


under study as examined in the work Present interesting aspects, though 


the general pattern was little different to distinguish from the remaining 


19 


part of the Deccan. An exceptional case of liberal social structure may 
~~ fe 
be discerned in the example of Bicha, a Sudra who adorned the position 


of Mantri. (Chapter VI pp.125-148). 
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PART - Il 
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Ins. NO. I 
1. Find spot : Kvarya, Sira taluk., Tumkur district 
2. Location : Ranganatha Temple 
3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukya, Jagadekamalla (1) 
4. Chief : Mahamandalésvara Bammadéva Chola 

Maharaja 

5. Date : C. 11th C.A.D. (1015-1044 A.D.) 
6. Source >: EC XI, SI 37 


Summary 


The record, after introducing the victorious rule of Chalukya 
Jagadekamalladeva from the capital Kalyana, mentions his subordinate 
Mahamandalésvara Bommadéeva Chola Maharaja ruling over 
Govindavadi. The chief is described as the lord of the city of Oreyur, 
protector of Rodda, Sahadéva in wielding the swrod, worshipper of the 
feet of God Hara, the foremost among the servants of Nolamba. He 


belonged to Kasyapa gotra and was born in Kshatriya family. 


The record registers a grant of perpetual lamp for god 
Kammatesvara in the presence of all the assemblies. The grant was in 
the form of one hana each month from the Undige and another hana 


each month from a (subsidiary ?) mint (Bifdigammata). 


The record ends with the usual benediction. 
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INS. NO. 2 


1. Find spot : Haulagi, Gooty taluk, Anantapur 
district, A.P. 


2. Location : Channakesava Temple 

3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukya, Vikramaditya VI 

4. Chief : Mahamandalésvara Mangarasa 
Chola 

5. Date : 1079 A.D. December 26,Thursday 

6. Source : SI IX, Part I, 146 

Summary 


The record introduces the reign of Chalukya emperor Tribhuvan- 
malladeva, i.c., Vikramaditya VI. Then, it gives a long list of epithets 
of Chola chief Mahamandalésvara Mangarasa. These include among 
others Oreytrpuravarésvara, Kichaka Vrikodara (Bhima to Kichaka), 
Kasfiyapa-kula-pavitra (belonging to Kashyapa lineage), Simha- 
lanchchana (bearing the insignia of lion) and Cholesvaradévalabdha- 
vara-prasada (born of the boon of god Cholesvaradeva). He is stated to 


have been ruling over Rodda-300 and Kaniyakallu-300. 


On the date specified (Cha@lukya Virama year 4 Siddharthi 
Samvatsara, Pushya, Amavasya, Somavara, Uttarayana Sankranti), he 
gave 30 mattars of cultivable land, a garden and an oilmill to 


Bévinajiya, the preceptor (acharya) of God Panchalinga-Siddésvaradéva. 


After imprecation, the record states that Bammagavunda, the 


chief of the place, would protect the grant. The record was written by 


Mangimayya. 
INS. NO. 3 

1. Find spot : Undabanda, Gooty taluk, Anantapur 

district, A.P. 
. hl, 

2. Location : Bogesvara Temple 

3. Imperial dynasty/king : KalyaneChalukya, Vikramaditya VI 

4. Chief : Mahamaidalesvara Iriva Mangarasa 
Chola 

5. Date : 1082-83 A.D. 

6. Source : SII IX, Part 1, 152 

Summary 


The record refers to the reign of Kalyana Chalukya emperor 
Tribhuvanamalladeva, i.e., Vikramaditya VI, ruling from his capital 
Kalyana. It then introduces his subordinate Mahamandalésvara Iriva 
Mangarasa of the family of the Karikala Chola, along with epithets 


mentioned in the inscription No. 2 above. 


a. 
In Cha@lukya Vikrama Year 7, Dundubhi Smvatsara, he gave 
away 42 and 30 mattars of land for some unknown purpose. The 


boundaries of gift land are also mentioned. 
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INS. NO. 4 

1. Find spot : Kasavagondanahalli, Challakere taluk, 
Chitradurga district 

2. Location : NearMuga-Basappa Temple 

3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukya, Vikramaditya VI 

4. Chief : Mahamandalesvara Irungola Chola 
Maharaja 

5. Date : 1107 A.D., July 26, Friday 

6. Source >: EC XICL 16 | 

Summary 


The record mentions Chalukya Vikrama Year (lost) Vyaya 
Samvatsara, Ashada Suddha Panchami Somavara, when 
Mahamandalesvara Irongola Chola Maharaja was ruling Govindavadi. 
Certain persons, like Bhillama, Pedauraya etc., are mentioned. The 


purport of the record is not clear. 


1 
INS. WO. O 

1. Place : Uruvakonda, Gooty taluk, Anantapur 
distrsict 

2. Location : Stone in the taluk office 

3. Dynasty/king : Kalayana Chalukya Tribhuvanamalla- 
déva (Vikramaditya VI) 

4. Chief : Chola chief (name lost). Probably 
Irijngola I 

u ° 

5. Date : 1189 A.D., December 25 

6. Source : SII Vol. IX Pt. 1, No. 179 

Summary 


The record begins with praise of Chalykya king 
Tribhuvanamalladeva. Thereafter mentions his Chola feudatory (name 
lost), probably Irujgola I, ruling from Kanikayallu. Certain perggade 
(name lost) is stated to have made a gift of cultivable land for the 
service of the Gods Siddhéévaradéva, Mallikarjunadéva and Adityadeva. 
The record is dated Chalukya Vikrama year 34, Virodin, Uttarayana 
Sanskrhti. 
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INS. NO. 6 

1. Place : Dharmapura Hiryur taluk, Chitradurga 
district 

2. Location : On a stone sanaboga gubbarayappa' wet 
land 

3. Dynasty/king too 

4. Chief : Probably Irungoladeva 

5. Language and script : Kannada 

6. Date : About 1110 A.D. 

7. Source : EC XI HI 30 


Summary 


The record refers to dalavayi descended in the family of 
Mahamahidalésvara Tribhuvanamalladéva Chola Maharaja, Una Heggade's 
son-in-law Marasinga. When Heggade besieged the Kasavadi fort and 
. Déva Chola Maharaja fought, Buvana Heggade spoiled the fighting of 


Begeya-sahtani's war-horse and gained the world of Gods. 
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INS. NO. 7 
. ~ uae 

1. Find spot : Narasapuram, Kalyadurga taluk, 
Anantapur district, A.P. 

2. Location : Ramesvara Temple 

3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukya, Vikramaditya VI 

4. Chief : Mahamandaleésvara Irungola Chola 
Maharaja 

5. Date : 1125 A.D., January 4, Sunday 

6. Source : SII IX, Pt. 1, No. 209 

Summary 


After introducing the rule of Kalyana Chalukya_ king 
Tribhuvanamalla, i.e., Vikramaditya VI, from his capital Kalyana, the 
record mentions Mahamandalésvara Irungola Chola Maharaja, 
administering Kaniyakallu-300, from his capital Govindavadi. 
Thereafter, one Aiharasa, the manneya of Bangichéru-30, located in 
southern part of Kaniyakallu-300, is stated to have given away 204 
mattar of cultivable land. Nakaras also seem to have donated 10 kolaga 


U 
of wet land. The grant seems to have been for a Saiva temple. 


The record is dated Chalukya Vikrama year 48, Krodhi Samvatsara, 


Uttarayana, Sankranti, Trayodasi, Adivara. 


INs. NO. § 
~~ i 
1. Find spot : Dodda-Banagere, Sira taluk, Tumkur 
district 
2. Location : Stone pillar on the tank 
3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukya, Trailokyamalladeva 
4. Chief : Mahamandadlesvara Virapandya, 
Irufigoladeva Chola 
5. Date : 1129 A.D., January 22, Tuesday 
6. Source : EC XII, S17 
Summary 


The record introduces the rule of Kalyana Chalukya Trailokya- 
malladéva, i.e., Somesvara II, and refers to his subordinate 
Mahamandalésvara Virapandya Irungola of Karikala Chola family, along 
with the titles noticed in Ins. No. 2 above. The latter is stated to have 
been ruling Rodda-300, Sire-300, Haruve-300, Kaniyakallu-300 and 
Sindavadi-1000. His subordinate Mahaprabhu Eraka-Mara-gamunda got 
constructed the Somesvara temple on the bank of Hirebanagere, as weil 
as the embankment. For the purpose of the daily offerings and lamp of 
the God, 30 kolaga of wet land was given. Another deity Norebésvara is 


also mentioned. 


The date mentioned in record is Saka 1050, Kika Samvatsara, 


é ° —_ 
Paushya, Suddha, Somavara, Padiva Sankranti. 
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INS. NO. 9 
1. Find spot . : Havalagi Gooty taluk, Anantapur 
district 
2. Location : Slab built into the well in a field to the 


south of Havalgi 


3. Imperial dynasty/king toe 


4. Chief : Mahamandalésvara Irungolamaharaja 
5. Date : C.V.E. $5 :1131 A.D. 

6. Source : ARSIE, 440, of 1920-21 

Summary 


Refers to a gift of land free of all taxes to the mahajanas of the 


village of Hambulige under the orders of Mahamandaleésvara Irungola 
Chola Maharaja. 


IS. NO. 10 
1. Place : Konakondala, Gooty taluk, Anantapur 
district 
2. Location : Ona slab near a mosque in the bazaar 


of the village 


3. Dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukyag, Pratapachakravarti 
Jagadékamalla II 

4. Chief : Mahamandalésvara Irungolarasa 

5. Date : 1140 A.D. 28 February, Wednesday 


6. Source : SII Vol. 1X, Pt. 1, No. 234 
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Summary 


The record speaks of ‘the reign of Kalyana Chalukya king 
Pratapachakravarti Jagadékamalla II. It refers to his subordinate 
Mahamandalésvara Irungolarasa along with the residents of the place 
called Malla (rasa), Nirugarasa, Balarasa and Récharasa who got built a 
temple for the God Késava. On the specified date, Siddharthi 
Samvatsara, Phalgana Su 10, Somavara, they are said to have given 
some land for the service and renovation of the God. The grant included 
black land located to the south of a field belonging to the Basadi of 
Bichnaketanagouda. Details of the grant include 6 mattars measured by 


ubayarayabenkol, 64-span rogd and red soil 6 mattars, for worship. 


INS. NO. 11 
1. Find spot : Konakondala, Gooty talluk, Anantapur 
district, A.P. 
2. Location : Slab near mosque in the bazaar 
3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukya Jagadékamalla II 
4. Chiaf : Mahamandalésvara Irungolarasa 
5. Date : 2nd regnal year, 1139-40. 


6. Source : Inscriptionsof Madras Presidence’ 31 
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Summary 


The record refers to 2nd regnal year Siddharthi of Kalyana 
Chalukya king Pratapa Chakravarti Jagadékamalla II. It mentions 


Mahamandalesvara Irungolarasa and records a gift of land to the temple 


of Kesavadeva. 


INS. NO. 12 
1. Find spot : Eradukera, Kambadur taluk, Anantapur 
district 
2. Location : Slab in the courtyard of Sankarc- 


svaraswami temple 


3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukya Jagadekamalla Il 
4. Chief : Mahamandalésvara Irungola 
5. Date : 1139-1140 A.D. (Irregular), 
December 27th, Wednesday 
6. Source : %Inscriptionsof Madras Presidency, 120 
Summary 


The record is dated Saka 1051 Siddharthi, Margasira Suddha 5, 
Somavara, Uttarayana Sankramana, and belongs to the reign of Kalyana 
Chalukya king Jagadekamalla II. It refers to Mahamandalésvara Irungola 
ruling at Goyadavadi, i.c., Govindavadi. Gifts of land and taxes were 


made by Ketanavergayya, the Mahapradhana and military officer of 
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Irungola Chola, to the temple of Sahkaradeva at Eradukera are 


registered. Eradukeéra was located in Suliyanur-70 which was in Sire- 


nad. 
INS. NO. 13 

1. Find spot : Hemavati, Madakasira taluk, Anantapur 
district, A.P. 

2. Location : Near Doddappa temple 

3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukya Jagadékamalla II 

4. Chief : Mahamandalesvara Irungola Chola 
Maharaja 

5. Date : C. 1139-1149 A.D. 

6. Source >: EC XI, SI 25 

Summary 


After referring to the reign of Kalyana Chalukya king Jagadtka- 
malla II, the record introduces his subordinate Mahamandalésvara 
Irungola Chola Maharaja. Thereafter, his better half Alpadevi's amatya 
is mentioned. Certain epithets like Karnata-Karnaratna Mekhala- 
lankara, Kanchinupuratankara, Aiyyanankakara. The purpo’. of the 


gift cannot be made out. 


Find spot 


Location 


Imperial dynasty/king 
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INS. NO. 14 


Kottasivaram, Madakasira talul., 
Anantapur district 


On a pillar of a dilapidated mandapa of 
the entrance into the village 


Chief Irungola 

Date C. 12th century characters 

Source ARSIE 1916-17, Appendix C, No. 20 
Summary 


Alpadévi, the qucen of king Irungola and a lay disciple of the 
Kranur-gana of Kundakundanvaya, protected (this) Jaina charity while it 


Was in a ruined condition. 


INS NO. 15 
Find spot Erudukera, Kambadur taluk, Anantapur 
district, A.P. 
fe, _ 
Location Slab in courtyard of Sankarésvara- 


Imperial dynasty/king 


swami temple 


Chief Irungola 
Date 1143 A.D. 
Source 


Inscriptionsof Madras Presidency, 122 


Summary 


The record mentions tht chief Irungola and refers to the death of 


Ganganavargade and his followers in an invastion. 


1. Find spot 


2. Location 

3. Imperial dynasty/king 
4. Chief 

5. Date 


6. Source 


Summary 


INS. NO. 16 


Kimbaduru, Kalyanadurga taluk, 
Anantapur district, A.P. 


Mallikarjuna temple 
Irungoladeva 
C. 12th century A.D. 


SII IX, Pt. If, 709 


The record refers to the rule of Irungoladéva. Sons of certain 


Mahanayaka appear to have renovated the temple of God Mallikarjuna. 


Find spot 


Location 


Imperial dynasty/king 
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INS. NO. 17 


Sangaamesvaram, Rayadurga taluk, 
Anantapur district 


Hero stone lying in a field to the north 
of the Sangamesvara village 


Chief Irungola Chola 

Date Uttarayana Samkranti, Mondyay 

Source ARSIE 467 of 1923-24 
Summary 


The record refers to grant of land in the village of Nonaba- 
gavundanahalli on the bank of the river Hagari, to God Nilakantha, by 
the chieftain, who was governing Rodda-300 and Sire-300. 


INS. NO. 18 
Find spot Govindavada, Rayadurga taluk, 
Anantapur district, A.P. 
Location 


Imperial dynasty/king 


Hero stone before the temple of 
Nilakantha at the Govindavada 


Chief Ballidéva Chola 
Date _ 
Source ARIE 462 of 1923-24 


Summary 
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The record refers to death of Masavimayindaya in a battle with 


Ballideva Chola at Kaniayakallu by the soWrd of Irungola. 


1. Find spot 


2. Location 


3. Imperial dynasty/king 
4. Chief 
5. Date 


6. Source 


Summary 


INS. NO. 19 


Nidugalbetta, Pavugada taluk, Tumkur 
district 


=} 
Near Isvara temple 


Kalyana Chalukya, Jagadékamalla- 
déva II 


Mahamahdalesvara Jagadékamalla 
mallideva Chola Maharaja 


C. 1139-1149 A.D. 


EC XII Pt. 43 


/ 
After invocation to Siva, the record refers to the reign of 


Chalukya Pratapa Chakravarti Jagadékamalladeva IYI ruling from the 


capital Kalyana. Then it gives the genealogy of Mahamandaleésvara 


Jagadekamalla Mallideva Chola Maharaja as follows: 


170 


Govindarasa 
(M : Mahadevi) 


Irungola 


| 
Jagadékamalla Mallideva 


The chief ruling from Henjeru, i.e., Hemavati. The genealogy of 


his subodrinate Tantrapala Namana is given as follows : 


Ayyappaya 
_ | 
Bhimayya _ 
(M : Muttikabbe) 
| 
[annem nenenn nnn ewe n nn ne ene neennnnene= \ 
Heggade Bommana © Tantrapala Namana 


Heggade Bommana is described as the minister of Mallideva 
Chola Maharaja. Irungola is said to have given Nidugal to Tantrapala 
Namana considering him as the fittest to protect it, and the latter got 
constructed a Siva temple there. Nagasamudra and Kannegere were built 
by him to the east of Muttukur for offerings, perpetual lamp, enjoyment 
of staff and musicians, etc., of God Nagesvaradeva of Nidugal and for 
feeding the ascetics and Chaitra Pavitra festivals. The grant was given 
after washing the feet of Chandrabharana Pandita. Also were given the 
tippe-sunka, oilmill and tolls on various commodities (Hundred betel 
leaves per load, 50 arecanuts per load, two measures of pepper, to palas 
of turmeric per load, a visa on each bundle of sarees. One kolaga of 
paddy for each cart load, and one bdla of paddy for each load) coming 
into Nidugal fort. 
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INS. WO. 20 

1. Find spot : Obalapura, Challakere taluk, 
Chidtradurga district 

2. Location : Stone to the south of Siddharamesvara 
temple 

3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukya Jagadékamalla- 
déva II 

4. Chief : Mahamandalésvara Vira-Nonamba 
Jagadékamalla Mallideva Chola 
Maharaja 

5. Date : 1148, April 28th, Tuesday 

6. Source : EC Vol. XI CL 21 

Summary 


After referring to the reign Kalyana Chalukya_ king 
Jagadékamalladeva II, ruling from the capital Kalyana, the record 
mentions Mahamandalesvara Vira Nonamba Jagadckamalla, Mallidéva 


Chola Maharaja whose genealogy is given as follows : 


Govindarasa 
| 
Irungola Chola Maharaja 


_ | 
Vira-Nonamba Jagadékamalla Mallideva Chola Maharaja 


The chief is described as Oreyurpuravaradhisvara, Roddddbva, 


Aruvattunalku Mandalikara talegondaganda, etc. He was ruling 
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Roddanadu, Sirenadu, Haruvenadu and Kaniyakallunadu. In the 10th 
regnal year of the Chalukya ruler Prabh; va, Chaitra, Amavasya, 
Adityavara, when there was a solar eclipse, certain grants were made for 
the God Ramesvaradéva installed by Sri Rama, at Sirivolal. The grants 
were in the form of lands and tolls. The grants were given after washing 
the feet of Udyogarama Pandita. The details of the grants are as follows 
: Wet land of 12 khandugas, below the tank of Srivolal; 20 mattars 
cultivable land to the east of the tank; two oil mills for the perpetual 
lamp of the God. A house for weaving, 100 betel Jeaves per load, a visa 
per load of arecanut, pepper, ginger and turmeric. A visa for cach 
bundle of cotton. A bele for each bundle of sarees. A measure of 


paddy at the shop. Two kulas of paddy for each cart load. 


Further grant of land to God Kalideva for the bath and offerings, 


after washing the feet of Tejorasi-pandita by the senior queen of 


Mallideva Chola Maharaja, Ballidevi, while she was ruling Sirivolalkere. 


A grant of garden measuring one mattar to the cast of Odagere is 
also recorded after the imprecations. A post script adds that Mahisetti 
son of Bichisetti and Chavudakabbe renovated God Vishnudeva's temple 


near God Ramésvaradéva's temple and got made parivashadéva. 


INS. NO. 21 


1. Place : Obalapura, Challakere taluk, 
Chitradurga district 


2. Location : On the northern pillar of the ranga- 
mandapa of Siddharamesvara temple 


3. Dynasty/king : Chalukyas of Kalyana 
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4. Chief : Mallideva 

5. Date : About 1150 A.D. 
6. Source >: EC XI Cl 22 
Summary 


The first part of the record is not clear and much defaced. The 
record begins with Chalukya titles, then mentions priests of the temples 
and goes on to say that someone drinking milk was being nursed. 
Further, the record speaks of grant of 12 khandugas of land made by 
the chief Mallidéva after washing the feet of Ramadeva. After receiving 
this grant the latter got built a Siva temple with bricks at the fort gate 


and made it a pura. Later by sanyasa he went to kailasa. 


INS. NO. 22 
1. Find spot : Hemavati, Madakasira taluk, Anantapur 
district, A.P. 
2. Location : A pillar in the village 
3. Imperial dynasty/king : Chola Kulottunga II 
4. Chief : Mahamandalésvara Tribhuvanamalla 


Mallideva Chola Maharaja 
5. Date > 12th C.A.D. (? 1135-1150 A.D.) 


6. Source > EI XXXI 37 
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Summary 


After obeisance to Lord Siva, the record refers to the 2nd year 
of Tribhuvanachakravarti Kulottunga Choladéva corresponding to cyclic 
year Vyaya (irregular). Theres" it mentions Mahamandalésvara 
Srimahesvara Tribhuvanamalla Mallidéva Chola Maharaja ruling from his 
capital Perunjeru in Sire-nadu sub-division Nigarili Chola Mandalam. 
Vaddha vyavahari Desimukhya Sikaludayasettiyar is stated to have made 
a grant of land for the sacred food offering to the God Mangésvaradéva. 
The grant is stated to have been given into the hands of Isanasiva the 


Sthanapati of the temple of God Tirumangisvarayyar. The inscription is 


in Tamil. 
INS. NO. 23 

1. Find spot : Vira Hanumakanapalya hamlet of 
Matigalavada, Pavugada taluk, Tumkur 
district 

2. Location : Stone in the field belonging to 
Narasanna 

3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukya (Taila III) 

4. Chief : Mahamandalésvara Tribhuvanamalla 
Mallideva Chola Maharaja 

5. Date >: 1160 A.D., 20th July 


6. Source / M&F 1941, No. 47 
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Summary 


After referring to the rule of the Kalyana Chalukya king, it 
mentions that Mahamandalésvara Tribhuvanamallidéva Chola Maharaja 
was adminstering Sira-nadeu from his capital Heffjeru. Therefore, it 
refers to the latter's son Irungoladeva. It appears that on the occasion of 
the marriage between Irungoladeéva and Sriyadevi, grants were given for 
offerings, oblations, flowers, incense, lamp, t! ambula and feeding of 
the Brahmanas in some temple, after they had prostrated before 
Mandanadesiga. Sriyadevi must be the daughter of Talakadugonda, 


Bhujabala Viraganga Hoysala Narasimhadéva I. 


INS. WO. 24 
1. Find spot : Hemavati, Madakasira taluk, Anantapur 
district, A.P. 
2. Location : At the southern entrance of Oddappa 
Siva temple 
3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukya Vikrama (Taila III) 
4. Chief : Mahamandalosvara Tribhuvanamalla 


Mallidéva Chola Maharaja 
5. Date : 1161 A.D., December 18, Monday 


LT 
6. Source : S87 Vol. IX, Pt. 1, 268 
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Summary 


After referring to the prosperous reign of Chalukya emperor 
Vikrama, i.e., Taila III, the record mentions along with the usual 
epithets Mahamandalésvara Tribhuvanamalla Mallidéva Chola Maharaja 
ruling Sira-nadu from the capital Henjeru. It states that Periyaluvasetti 
belonged to Kaundinya gotra and was the son of Alahiya Manavala and 
Andamme of Akuru, got excavated, and installed near it god Desisvara 
at Hefijéru. Akuru is stated to have been on the south bank of Kaveri in 


Chola country and was brahmadeya granted by Rajaraja. 


Mahamandalésvara Mallidéva Chola Maharaja gave, on the 
specified date Saka 1086 (Vrisha, Pushya, Uttarayana Sankramana) for 
the offerings, perpetual lamp, etc., of God Désisvara, three khanduga 


of wet land on the embankment of Saura (tank 7). 


INS. NO. 2d 
/ 
1. Find spot : At Baragur, Sira taluk, Tumkur 
distraict 
2. Location : Ona stone pillar in Nayaka Narasa's 
field 
3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukyas 
4. Chief : Mahamandalésvara Jagadékamalla 


Mallidéva Chola 
5. Date : 1161 December 21st, Thursday 


6. Source >: EC XIT SI 40 


177 


Summary 


When Chalukya king probably Somésvara IV was ruling, his 
subordinate Mahamandalesvara Jagadckamalla Mallidéva Chola with his 


various epithets was governing from a place the name of which is lost. 


A grant 30 khandugas of wet land and 20 mattars of cultivable 
land were granted to a certain person by Chavundamayya Nayaka at 


Barevur in Sire-nadu. 


The record further states that Chavundamayya-Nayaka having 
fed Brahmanas at the confluence of Bangadevi and Yamuna made 
offerings of Pinda to his ancestors of Gaye and Varanasi. Later he 


brought the sacred wsater of the Ganga and gave it to Mallidevarasa. 


INS. NO. 26 


1. Place : Hemavati, Madakagira taluk, 
Anantapur district, A.P. 


2. Location : Pillar sot up at the southern 
entrance of Doddappa (Siva) 
temple 

3. Imperial dynasty/king : The Kalyana Chalukya. Chalukys 


Vikramadeva (Taila III) 


4. Chief : Mahamanda,lésvara Tribhuvanamalla 
Mallideva Chola Maharaja 


5. Date : 1162 A.D. 


6. Source : ARSIE C. 15 of 1916-17 
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Summary 


On the date specified (Saka 1084, Vrisa, Pushya, Uttarayana 
Sankramana), the record refers to chief Mahamandalésvara 
Tribhuvanamalla Mallideva Chola Maharaja ruling at Hefijeru. On the 
specified date, certain Siduke Periyaluvasetti, son of Alahitya-Manavala 
and Andamme of the brahmadeya village Akura in Rajarajavalandu on 
southern bank of river Kaveri in the Chola country widened the well, 
which was dug at the capital town of Henjéru in the Sirenadu. Later 
they consecrated near that well the temple of Desisvara with the consent 
of all the Désjmerchants and gave for offerings, lamps and worship 3 


khandugas of land below the tank of Sivuru. 


One more record on the same pillar mentions the Desi merchants 
of the Kubéra family of four different languages and the Nakaras of the 
town, also assigned certain specified tolls on pack (?) horses, musk, 
saffron, yakhair, Panchavanige, cuscusgrass, etc., for offerings, lamps, 


enjoyment and repairs of the well and the temple of Desisvara. 


ENS. NO. 27 


1. Find spot : Hemavati, Madakasira taluk, 
Anantapur district 


2. Location : Doddappa temple 
3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukya (Somesvara IV) 
4. Chief : Mahamandaleésvara Tribhuvanamalla 


Mallideva Chola Maharaja 
5. Date > 1168 A.D., March 11, Monday 


6. Source >: EC XII SI 23 
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Summary 


The record after referring to the reign of Chalukya emperor (not 
named) mentions, with the usual titles Mahamandalésvara Tribhuvanamo4 - 
mallidéva Chola Maharaja administering from his capital Henjeru. A 
couple of Sanskrit verses wish success in praise of Mallideva by the 
grace of God Tévara. Thereafter, the usual invocation of God Siva is 
given. This is followed by a long list of praises of Sitadévi, the queen 
of Mallidéva and boon of Parvatidévi. Both Mallideva and his queen are 
stated to have given Vedalachinte on the specified date (Saka 1090, 
Srvajit, Aksyatadige, Amavasye, Adityavara, Suryagrahana) to 
Anantasivadeva, the royal preceptor and anacharya of Mahaghatika 
sthana Nonambesvaradéva at Hefijeru, for feeding a total of 30 persons- 


12 Brahmans, 12 ascetics and 6 persons of god's service. 


This is followed by an imprecation. 


INS. NO. 28 
1. Find spot : Arasikere, Pavugada taluk, Tumkur 
district 
2. Location : Infront of Anjaneya temple 
3. Imperial dynasty/king tose 
4. Chief : Mahamandalésvara Tribhuvanamalla 


Mallideva Chola Maharaja 
5. Date : 1168 A.D., March Lith, Sunday 


6. Source > EC XII Pg. 45 
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Summary 


The record directly introduces with his various usuai epithets, 
Mahamandalesvara Tribhuvana Mallideva Chola Maharaja ruling from 
the capital Hanjerupura. On the specified date (Saka 1090 Sarvajit, 
Akshyatadige, Amavasya, Adivara Suryagrahdy, the senior queen 
Lakshmadvi, is stated to have given the God's Mallikarjuna and 
Mongesvara at Arasiyakere. Five khanduga of wet land, a garden 
measuring twice of six measures, one oil mill. The grants wero given 
into the hands of Sahkarajiya. The grant so given was to be used for the 
purpose of every day offerings and other enjoyments of the two gods. 
Ghante Heggade, the Prabhu of the place (Arasiyakere), was also party 
to the grant. 


INS. NO. 29 
1. Find spot : Mahadevapura, Challakore taluk, 
Chitradurga district 
2. Location : Virabhadra temple 
3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukya Tribhuvana 


Malladéva (Somesvara IV) 


4. Chief : Mahamandalésvara Tribhuvanamalla 
Mallideva Chola Maharaja 


5. Date : 1169A-2). 


6. Source : EC XICL 43 


0 
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Summary 


After introducing the reign of Chalukya king Tribhuvana- 
malladéva (probably Somesvara IV) the record mentions 
Mahamandalésvara Tribhuvanamalla Mallidéva Chyola Maharaja along 
with his usual epithets. The chief is stated to have given to Bhandari 
Ketana (treasurer) certain shares in Mangapoti within the Brahmana 
share in that Agrahara. The details are as follows : a garden measuring 


twelve khandugas below the tank at Mangapoti and some wet land. 


After the imprecation, certain grants for a God consisting of two - 
khandugas of wet land, a hundred kambas of garden, four mattars of 


cultivable land and an oil mill are recorded. 


INS. NO. 30 


1. Place : Govindavada, Rayadurga taluk, 
Bellary district 


2. Location : In the Mandapa infront of the Garbha- 
griha of the Nilakantesvara temple at 
Govindavada 


3. Imperial dynasty/king : The Kalyana Chalukya Tribhuvana 
Malladeva 


4. Chief : Mahamandalésvara Tribhuvanamalla 
Mallidéva Chola Maharaja 


5. Date > 1169 A.D., March 14, Friday 


6. Source > SII Vol. IX, Pt.l, 269 
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Summary 


When the Kalyana Chalukya king Tribhuvanamalla was ruling, 
his feudatory Mahamandalésvara Tribhuvanamalla Mallidéva Chola 
Maharaja was ruling over Govindavadi. Genealogy of the chief is given 
below: 


Govindaraja 
. | 
Irungola Chola Maharaja 


| 
Mallideva Chola Maharaja 


The chief's father, Irungoladeva Chola Maharaja, got built a 
temple for God Nilakantesvaradeva for which the chief made grant of 
village Santarane which was located on the western bank of Aghahari 
stream. In addition to that on the way to Hambulige 60 mattars land, 
cess on arecanuts, 100 betel leaves from every load, 1 balla paddy from 
every cart load of paddy, 1 maha from every load of paddy and Asaktu 
(measure) paddy from each shop. The grant was given for offerings, 
perpetual lamp, feeding of ascetics, maintenance, renovation, Angabhoga 
of god and staff of tempic. The gift was given to kSdaresvara-pandita 
son of sarvesvara pandita the sthanapati. The record was written by 
somesvara. The record is dated on (Saka 1092 virodhi, chaitra, Su. 


punnami, Somavara Somagrahana. 
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INS. NO. 31 
1. Place > Madhudi, Makadasira taluk, Anantapur 
district 
2. Location : Pillar set up in the bazaar of the village 
Madhudi 
3. Dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukyas, Jagadckamalladeva 
4. Chief : Mahamandalesvara Jagaddkamalla 


Mallidéva Chola Maharaja 


5. Date : 1169 A.D., August 7, Thursday 
6. Source : SII Vol. IX, Pt.1, No. 270 
Summary 


/ _ 
Record starts with invocation to god Siva. When Chalukya king 
Jagadekamalladéva was ruling from Kalyana, his feudatory 
Mahamandalesvara Jagadékamalla Malledéva Maharaja was ruling from 


Henjeru. Genealogy of Mallidéva is as follows: 


Govindarasa 
c | 
IrungolaG ‘hola Maharaja 


Jagadekamaflla mallideva Chola Maharaja 


Thereafter, the civil and military officers of Mallideva , viz., 


Bammana and Namana's genealogy is given below : 
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Ayyappayya 
_ | 
Echimayya 
(M : Muttikabbe) 
| 
[ea nnn nn nen nn nnn n en enn ew en ene - \ 
Bammana Namana 


The record refers to Kottitone, which is described as 
Kart’ keyanapura, i.e., the city of Lord Kartikeya. Belonging to that 
city was Srikanta Ayyappayya who is described as the servant of Lord 
Kirtikéya. His son was Echimayya and his wife Muttikabbe. Their sons 
were Mahti Bommana and Namana, who were described as dependents of 
Mallidevabhupa. Then Bommana is praised. His younger brother was 
Namana. Irungola put the responsibility of protecting Nidugal on 
Tantrapala Namana. He built a Sivalaya. Mahapradhana senadhipati 
Hiriya Tantrapala Namana on the specified date made land grants, etc., 
for the daily offerings, perpetual lamp, personal enjoyment of God's 
staff, etc., for renovation, for Chaitra and Pavitra festivals, for feeding 
Brahmanas in the temple of God Mangesvaradeva of Madhuvadi. The 
lands so granted consisted of creeper garden, measuring one khanduga 
and 10 kols besides the northern sluice of the canal pertaining to 
Hiriyakere, 4 khandugas of wet land bounded by sugarcane canal on the 
west and koppara on the east, 1 eradarakeya in Malanaguyal to the east 
of the village, 1 oil mill for God's lamp. The inscription was written on 
Sravana su Trayodasi Brihavara, Virodhi Samvatsara Saka 1091, 
Mahésvara Kammara, Nildja, Madavalige, Jennikobbe and Madiyanna 
were stafd to be legifhate persons to enjoy the umbli of this place. They 


were to select a worthy pujari for the temple. 
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INS. NO. 32 
1. Find spot : Racharlu, Pavugda taluk, Tumkur 
district ° 
2. Location : Near Isvara temple in Pullappa's wet 
land 
3. Imerial dyanstiy/king Doe 
4. Chief : Mahamasdalésvara Tribhuvanamalla 


Mallideva Chila Maharaja 


5. Date : 1176 A.D., Oct. 19th, Tucsday 
6. Source : EC XXI, Pg. 79 
Summary 
The record begins with the usual invocation to Siva. It 


introduces Mahamandalesvara Tribhuvana Mallidéva Chola Maharaja 
ruling from Henjeru. On the specified date (Saka 1098 Durmukhi, 
Karitaka, Suddha, 15, Budhavara, Purnime, Somagrahana) with the 
permision of the chief, Mahaprabhu Mallayaka gandaya is stated to have 
given a grant of lands for the daily offerings, services, renovations, 
feeding arrangements, etc., to God Mallikarjuna at Racharulu. The 


lands granted were wet lands. 
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INS. NO. 33 
1. Find spot : Malayanur, Kalyanadurga taluk, 
Anantapur district, A.P. 
2. Location : Aidudévaragudi 
3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukya 
4. Chief : Mahamaridalésvara Tribhuvanamalla 


Mallidéva Chola Maharaja 


5. Date : 1179 A.D, Oct. 3, Monday 
6. Source > SIT IX Pt. I, 273 
Summary 


The record refers to the reign of Chalukya Chakravarti (name not 
mentioned). It mentions his subordinate Mahamandalesvara 
Tribhuvanamallideva Chola Maharaja ruling from Henjeru along with his 
epithets. He is stated to be the son of Irungoladeva and Bommaladeva. 
The chief's chief queen was Lakshmabarasi. She is praised in long 
euology. Mallideva Chola Maharaja and his queen Lakshmadévi are 
stated to have installed themselves Gods Mallikarujunadeva, 
Lakshmanésvaradeva, Irungoldésévaradéva, Mahadévesvara and Stryadeva 
at Malayanur and erected the temple. For this temple, enshrining five 
Gods, grants are recorded on the specified date (Saka 1101, Vikari 
Paushya, Suddha Trayodasi, Somavara, Uttarayana Sankaramana) for 
the purpose of the various services including offering, perpetual lamp, 
renovations, maintenance of temple, servants, etc. The grant consisted 


of sixty khandugas of wet land which included an arecanut gardig. A 
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further grant 66 kgWndugas of wet land was given to Pachimarasa at the 


request of Lakshmadévi for her religious merit. The borders of the lands 


so given are recorded. Further, the Hejunka (12 revenue) of the village 


of Malayanur is also given for the God. 


1. Find spot 


2. Location 


3. Imperial dynasty/king 
4. Chief 
5. Date 


6. Source 


Summary 


INS. NO. 34 


Erodukera, Kambadur taluk, Anantapur 
district 


n the slab in the couryard of the 
Sankarésvara temple 


Chola Kulottunga II 
Rodda Malla Mallidevarasa 
C. 1181 A.D. 


Inscriptions of Madras Presidency,121 


The record refers to Rodda Malla Mallidevarasa who was a 


subordinate to Kullottungachola. The merchanatile community of 


Erodukera gifted oil to some temple. Mallidevarasa was the name of the 


son of Irungola. The record is in Tamil. 
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ENS. NO. 39 


1. Find spot : Patasivaram, Madakasira taluk, 
Anantapur district, A.P. 


2. Location : Ona pillar set up at the southern 
entrance into the village 


3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalyana Chalukya, Somesvara IV 

4. Chief : Tribhuvanamalla Bhogadeva Chola 
Maharaja 

5. Date : 1185 February 24, Monday 

6. Source >: SIT Vol. IX, Pt. I, 278 

Summary 


This badly damaged record commences with the praise of Jina 
sasana. It introduces the reign of Tribhuvanamalla Vira Somesvaradéva 
of the Chalukya family who is described as the uprooter of the family of 
the Kalachuris. His subordinate was Tribhuvanamalla Bhujabala 


Bhogadeva Chola Maharaja administering from the capital Henjeru. 


At this point the record contains a praise of ascetic Sri 
Padmaprabha Maladharidéva, the disciple of Sri Vira Nandi Siddhanta 
Chakravartideva. The record is dated Saka 1107 Visvavasu Phalguna 
Suddha, Chaturthi, Somavara. Padmaprabha Maladharideéva is stated to 
belonged to Mulasamgha, Pustakagachcha, Désigana. After this the 


record is too damaged to make out its purport. 


1. Place 


2. Location 
3. Dynasty/king 


4. Chief 


S$. Date 


6. Source 


Summary 


The inscription commences with an invocation to Siva. 


INS. NO. 36 


Kambaduru, Kambadur taluk, 
Anantapur district, A.P. 


Slab infront of Akkatangeragudi 
Kalyana Chalukya, Somesvara IV 


Mahamaadalesvara Bogadeva Chola 
Maharaja 


1186 A.D., April 15, Saturday 


SII VOU. IX, Pt. 1, No. 280 


189 


It refers 


to the reign of Chalukya king Somesvara IV. Thereafter, praise of his 
feudatory Mahamaridalésvara Bogadeva Chola Maharaja is given. 


BogSdéva was ruling from Henjeru and made some grant of wet land 6 


khandugas for the service of God Holalattesvara. The grant was made 


/ 1 
after washing the feet of Sivayya. The date of the record is Saka 1108 


a ond . . od . ~ ~ ” 
Visvavasu Samvatsara Chaitra Purnime Somavara Somagrahana. 
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mms. NO. 37 

1. Find spot : Nagenahalli, Rayadurga taluk, 
Anantapur district, A.P. 

2. Location : Slab in the compound of Hanuman 
temple 

3. Imperial dynasty/king : Kalachtris, son of Sankama 

4. Chief : Tribuvanamalla Bogadova Chola 
Maharaja 

5. Date : 1196 A.D., 25th December, Weanesday 

6. Source : SII Vol. LX, Pt. I, 298 

Summary 


The inscription commences with the usual salutation to Sambhu. 
It states that after Rattakuta (i.c., Rashtrakuta) kings belonging to 
Maurya family, the Kuntala 7 1/2 lakhs country, was ruled over by 
Chalukyas and Kalachiris. It mentions Bijjanadéva and his son Sankama 
belonging to the Kalachuri family. The record is damaged at this stage 
from 920 onwards, chiof Irungoja belonging to the solar race and Chola 
family is introduced. His son was Boganripala, the ruling chief. The 
Kaniyakallu division in his chiefdom is mentioned, along with the city of 
Mangalapura. It was ruled over by Singaya Heggade, son of Vamarasa 
and Nagaladevi. His wife was Heggadati Machale. Bhairava Heggade 


Singaya, set up temples of Kannesvara and Channamallikarjuna. 
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When Mahamandalesvara Tribuvanamalla Bogadeva Chola 
Maharaja was ruling, on the specified date (Saka 1118, Nata, 
Uttarayana Sankramana, one mattar and 450 kamma of land was 
granted to the temples of Mallikarjunadéva and Bhairavadeva got tkbuilt 
by the Muliga Singaya Heggade of Choddaya Mangala. For Gods 
Kannesvaradéva and Ramanathadeva, two mattars 450 kamma of land, 
one khanduga of paddy, three oil mills for lamp and two measures of 


paddy were granted, Bhuupajiya, son of Kalyanasakti is stated to be the 


owner for these. 


Bommarasa, Chimmarasa and Karuva of the Brhmapuri received 
one mattar land each. Whole two more persons received 450 kamma 
land cach. For Goddess Balari Chodube one mattar land was granted. 
After imprecation one Bommayya is stated to have received a grant of 
one mattar. The record then lists the names of several gavurndas 
residing in Chandeya mangala, probably in whose presence the grants 


wer made. The record was composed by Maramarasa and written by 


Bachanna of Kolar. 


INS. NO. 38 


1. Place : Hemavati, Madakasira taluk, 
Anantapur district, A.P. 


2. Location : South wall of Doddapa Temple 
3. Dynasty/king toe. 

4. Chief we 

5. Date > 12th century 


6. Source : SU Vo!. VI, Hemavati 559 
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Summary 


It records a grant of 45 gold gadyanas from chirege by the 


gavundas of Bevethoru and Nolambanagi. 


INS. NO. 39 


1. Place : Hemavati, Madakasira taluk, 
Anantapur district, A.P. 


2. Location : Ona pillar near Doddapa temple 
3. Dynasty/king : The Hoysalas. Vira Ballala 

4, Chief tae 

5. Date : 1206 A.D., March 11, Saturday 
6. Source : SII Vol. VI, Hemavati 558 
Summary 


/ 
The inscription commences with an invocation to god Siva. It 
refers to the reign of Hoysala king Vira Ballala. Thereafter, an account 
of his commander Damadandadhipa is given. His genealogy is given as 


follows : 
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Narasimhadevaghalisa of Nandavadagi agrahara 
Sridhara 
Mahadeva Mantri 
Made 


Bettarasa or Bettaverggade 


[ne enn nnn nn nnn nnn enn n nen nen neem ee ene eee nen \ 
I ~ | A : 
Mahadeva Dhama Kesava Mallapa 
Manikadéva 


This Dhaméndadipa is stated to have entered Henjeru in the year 
Raktakst, Margasira month, Su 6, Monday. He made grants for god 
Nonambesvaradeva of Mahaghatikasthana Henjeru_pattana located in 
Sirunadu. The grants were for the anga-rangabhodga, Patrepayala, 
Chaitra Pavitra, Nandadivige, Trikala Naivedya, khandasputa, 
Jinodhara, etc., for the God. Provision was also made for feeding 30 
persons comprising 12 Brahmanas, 12 tapodhanas, 4 galiyaras, and 2 
pujaris. The inscription is dated on Saka 1127 Krodhana, Phalugdna, 
Amavasye, Adityavara, Suryagraha. It is stated that the sthanachdrya 
of the temple Potajiya and Anantasiva received the grant of land 


exempted from all taxes. His lineage is given as follows: 


Chilukajiya 
sémajiya 
potsjivs 
an kh [noeonnronennannnonascun nano nerenc as \ _ 
Jnanabhusana Nagarasi Pandita Nonambajiya 


* 4, 
Anantasiva 
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The granted land consisted of wet lands. The grants are also 


recorded for Gods Bidivedaggadeva, Pallava Nonathbesvaradeva and 


Nagesvaradeva. 

1. Find spot >: Brahmagiri hillm Molakalmuru t::lulk, 
Chitradurga district 

2. Location : Stone in the Rangamandapa of 


Trisankésvara temple 


3. Imperial dyansty/king > oo 


4. Chief : Bammidéva Chola Maharaja 
5. Date : 1219 A.D. August 24, Friday 
6. Source >: EC XI Mk. 20 
Summary 


The record is completely in verse. It commences with the 
ooo. / 
mention of the date Bahudhanya, Sravana, Suddha 2 and give the 
genealogy of the Chola family as follows : 


Govinda of Suryakula 
| 
Irungola 
Bhogi 
(M : Bijjaladévi) 
| 


Bomma 
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Irungola is stated to have had Heddore as his boundary. Bomma 
is stated to have taken under his possession Rodda and Kaniyakal, 
Sirunad, Humbulige of Madayammenad, Lunke Norumba, Nolambavadi, 
Remadi (or Irmadi) and many other foreign parts. At the time of the 


record, Bammideéva with his various titles was protecting the land 


guarded by the ocean. 
His minister Bicha's genealogy is given as follows : 


Malligauda of 
Chaturtha-varna (Sudra) 
(M : Hamsambike) 
Aijana 
(M : Tippama (Jaina) 


Bicha 


Ajjana is stated to have kept Kaniyakalnad permanently under his 
control. Minister Bicha appears to have received something (details 


lost) from king Bamma. 


Minister Bicha at the orders of the king Bamma, got built a fort 
connecting Nidugal and Haniya in order to subdue the enemies. The 
impregnability of the fort so built by Bicha Chamupa is said to had 
shook the Pallava, blinded the Andhra, scared the Karnata and 
frightened the Anga and Vanga kings. Made the Malava king turned his 
back and get into a hole and trembled the Yadava king. 
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At the end, record states that the forts of Nidugal and Haniya were 
T . .S 
constructed by Minister Bicha for protecting the whole kingdom and hiw 


own wealth as long as the sun and the moon endure. 


INS. NO. 41 


1. Find spot : Roppa, Malkalmuru taluk, 
Chitradurga district 


2. Location : Ona rock near Badakalakunte 


3. Imperial dynasty/king Doe 


4. Chief : Bammideva Chola Maharaja 
5. Date : C. 13th century A.D. 

6. Source : EC Vol. XI, Mk. 24 
Summary 


The record refers to God {Bommeésvara of the village 
Chikakallaya. It states that Bijjanadéva, Biradéva, Irungonadeva and 
Bavantigadéva were the four sons of Bommidéva who had the titles 
Roddadagova and Nigalankadeva. They are stated to have installed 
Sukumara Pandita and made over the grant to the royal preceptor of 
Arumbada, named Devendraguru. This was to be maintained by the 
Settigutta, Helimegauda, K evavasetti, Kesavagauda, Madagauda, 


Bagibera and Bommagauda. 


1. Place 


2. Location 


3. Imperial dynasty/king 


4. Chief 


5. Date 


6. Source 


Summary 


13? 
INS. NO. 42 


Amarapuram, Madakasira taluk, 
Anantapur district 


In the village munsff's chavadi at 
Amarapuram 


Mahamahdalésvara Tribhuvanamalla 
Irungoladeva Chola Maharaja 


S' 1148,(1226 A.D., May 10th, 
Saturday ) 


ARIE, C 34 of 1916-17 


The record refers to the rule of Tribhuvanamalla Irungoladeva 
Chola Maharaja from Nidugal pattana. The chief is said to be the son of 


Bammideva Chola Maharaja and Bachaladevi. Further, the record 


mentions the gift of land on the specified date was made by the chief on 


the occasion of marriage of his daughter Nangavve. 


, ¢ 
The specified date is (Saka 1148, Parthiva, Jyestha Su. 10, 


Friday). 
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INS. NO. 43 


1. Find spot : Nidugallubetta, Pavugada taluk, 
Tumkur district 


2. Location : Stone in the Jaina basti 


3. Imperial dynasty/king tose 


4. Chief : Mahamandalesvara Irungoladeva 
Chola Maharaja ° 

5. Date : 1232 A.D. July 19th, Monday 

6. Source > EC XII, Pg. 52 

Summary 


The record commences with the statement that the granted shares 
for the basti were received by the sons of Nemipandita on the specified 


date. This is probably a post script. 


The record proper commences from the 10th line wishing victory 
to Jina $asana. Thereafter, with the usual phrases, genealogy of the 


Chola chiefs who were the lords of Oreyurpura is given as follows : 
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Mangi 


| 
Babbe 


(? son) 
Govinda 
Irurgola 


| 
Bhoganripa 


Kali Bomma 


| 
W : Bachaladevi 
| 


Irungola 


Irungola's subordinate was Gangeya Nayaka, fo him and his wife 
Choma, was born Gangeyana Mareya. The latter took Jaina vows from 
Nemipandita the disciple of Padmaprabha Maladharid¢va who in turn 
was the disciple of Viranandisiddhant fa Chakravarti of Milasanga, 
Desiya-gana Kondakundanvaya Pustakagachcha and of Vinda-bali 


(lineage) 


The record then states that since the hill fort of Irungola touched 
the skies with "formidable peak it came to be called Kalanjana or 
Nidugal. On the top of the rock to the south of the Badara tataka of 
that mountain, the Patsva jina basti was erected by Gange ”amara. It is 
called Jogavattige basti. For the daily services and for the great 
anointing of Parsvanatha Jinesa and for distribution of food to the 
forecastes, Gangeya Mareya and his wife Bachala requested Irungoladeva 
to grant lands. The grant consisted of two khandugas of wet lands on 
the bank of Tailangere tank. One khanduga of cultivalble ficld in 


Gangeya Mareyanahalli was given by merchants of that place. Also 
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given were arecanuts, betel leaves, paddy, etc., as tax from respective 


commodities, including oil from oil mill. 


1. Find spot 


2. Location 
3. Imperial dynasty/king 


4. Chief 


5. Date 


6. Source 


Summary 


INS. NO. 44 


Abbinahole, Hiriyur taluk, 
Chitradurga district 


Stone in the Elumandyakka temple 


Mahamandalésvara Irungoladeva 
Chola Maharaja 


1247 March 3rd, Sunday 


EC XI HR 37 


The record beginning with salutation to Sambhu refers to 


Mahamandalésvara Irungoladeva ruling from his capital Nidu, i.¢., 


Nidugal. On the specified date (Saka 1169, Plavanga, Chaitra, Bahula 


10, Somavara Visu Sankramana) a grant of income from customs duty 


on woven women's cloth, was given by Bageya Bommaya of customs for 


the perpetual lamp and offerings of God Sriramanatha of Abbinavolal, 


i.¢., Abbinahole. 
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INS. NO. 43 


Find spot Kambaduru, Kalyanadurga taluk, 
Anantapur district, A.P. 
Location A pillar in the courtyard of 


Imperial dynasty/king 


Mallikarjuna temple 


Chief Mahamandalesvara Irungola Chola 
Maharaja 
Date 1248 March 24th, Tuesday 
Tnsenipkons xy 
Source Madras Presidency, 123 
Summary 


The record refers to the reign of Irungoladéva Chéla Maharaja 
ruling from Nidugal. It registers a gift of land to the temple of 


Mallikarjunad¢éva at Kambadanola after repairing it. 


INS. NO. 46 
Find spot Nidugal, Pavugada taluk, Tumkur 
district 
Location Stone in Kalahastisvara temple 


Imperial dynasty/king 


Chief Irungoladeva Chéla Maharaja 
Date 1248 A.D., May 24, Sunday 
Source EC X11, Pg. 350 
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Summary pe 


After salutation to God Siva the record mentions the date (Saka 
1171, Kilaka Jeshtya, Sukla, Guruvara). The remaining part of the 
record is partly in prose and partly in verse. It introduces the Cholas as 
ornaments of the Solar race and lords of the city of Oreyur. This is 


followed by a genealogical account along with eulogy as below : 


Jata 


Brahma Bhogendra 


Kalimangi 
Bichi 


Govirida Mahipa 
Irudgola 
Priya Bhoga 
Brahma Bhiupila 


(M : Bachale) 


Irungola 


The last mentioned is praised as belonging to Kaghyapa gotra and 
worshipper of the divine lotus feet of God Sadasiva. He was in the 


residence of Nidugal. 


The Vais'iya community of Nidugal is praised at length. It 
speaks of the grant made by Mahavadda Vyavaharis all the Vaisya 
citizens the principal Nanadesi and Mumm -ridaridas for the God 


Nakarisvara of the Nidugal fort. The grant consisted of provision for 
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offerings and illuminations of the God, decoration, vessels and cloths of 
the festivals and the food of Brahmanas and ascetics. The details of the 
grants were as follows : Two khandugas of wet land on the bank of the 
tank at Muchchuguruke which were given after purchasing it from 
Irungoladeva. In the Agrahara one vritti (share) for the God, six vrittis 
for the chaultry were given by Chikkamahadévasetti. Eight vrittis 
below the tank Hireyakere in Nayanagudi were given by Sriyasctti, the 
son of Kesavasetti, out of these eight “vrittis one vritti, God grant for 
perpetual lamp to the God by Hiriyalakumadevi. Grant was probably in 
the form of tax on oil mill for beans and other corns, one measure per 
keach gold coin. For Udaladal, wheat, etc., a measure per cach gold 
coin. For sugar two kanis per gold coin. For pepper two kanis per gold 
coin. For arecanut 10 numbers per each load. For betel leaves fifty 
numbers per load and 20 numbers of betel leaves for load to the 
collector of tax from shops for items like Bishop seeds, mustard seed, 
fennigurin, subasige, coriander, turmeric, etc., used for preparing 
sambar, one measure per load, from the mint one kani per gold coin 


(produced), whenver festivals are celebrated by the Nakaras. 


Income lin the form of tax for the God as follows. At the time of 
marriage engagement, one haga per gold coin from the bridegroom side 
and one haga per gold coin from the bride's side (on dowry ?). At the 
time of offering of bride one gadyana from both parties. At the time of 
celebrating the attaining of puberty by girl, at the celebration of birth of 
male child, at the naming ceremony of the child one pana for each 


ceremony. At the celebration of the birth of a female child 2 hagas 
Tippesunka, etc. 


Further, the nanadesi maleyalas gave the following grants for the 


God Nakaresvara. One haga for every horse of the hill (brought into the 


20 


“nN 


fort), two visas for every load of sarees, two measures of salt per every 
load of salt and one measure for hedagae (half load) one measure of 
clarified butter for cach load of that commodity. For fruits, etc., like 
plantains, coconut, sugarcane, etc., one per every hundred, one pala for 


each load of ginger, etc. 


IWS. NO. 47 
_ , 
1. Find spot ; Cikkabanagere, Sira taluk, Tumkur 
district 
2. Location : A stone infront of the Isvara temple 
3. Imperial dynasty/king > oo 
4. Chief : Irungoladeva Chola Maharaja 
4. Date : 1256 A.D. 10th May, Wednesday 
6. Source : EC SIT XT, 11 


Summary 


¢ 


After usual invocation to Lord Sambhu, the record mentions with 
various titles Irungoladeva Chola Maharaja, son of Bommideva and 
grandson of Bhogadeva, ruling from his camp at Nidugal. Thereafter, it 
registers grants for God Mangesvara Malliargnadeva at Chikkabanagere. 
It is stated that on the specified date (Saka 1170 Nala, Jeshtha Suddha 
15, Mangalavara) following shares were given to Kesavajiya of 
Hulliyakunte who was the Sthanapati of Mangesvara Malli“arjuna 


Devasthana. The details are as follows : outside the outlet of the tank, 
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wet land one khanduga and it is 5 kolagas, to the west of the well near 
the Attitree one khanduga of wet land; eight kolaga of cultivable land 
in the tank. Near the canal of the tank, cultivable land 12 kolagas. 
Further, 20 kolagas of cultivable land; one measure of oil from each oil 
mill for God's perpetual lamp. A flower garden with 500 plants to the 
west of the canal. These were to be used for renovation of the temple of 


the God for Chaitra and Pavitra festivals, for the five festivals, etc. 


INS. NO. 48 


1. Find spot : Jangamarahalli, Pavugada taluk, 
Tumkur district 


2. Location : Stone in Isvara temple 


3. Imerial dynasty/king Doe 


4. Chief : Irungoladeva Chola Maharaja 

5. Date > 1260 A.D. March 10th, Monday 
6. Source >: Mar 1938, Pg. 93 

Summary 


The record commences with the usual invocation to Sambhu and 
introduces with all the titles, the rule of Irungoladeva Chola Maharaja, 
son of Bommidevarasa and grandson. of Mahamandalésvara 


Bhogadevarasa, from his capital Nidugal. It mentions the Somajiya, 
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Sthanapati of God Somanatha of Mangalavada, Nonnebesvaradeva of 
Vorevur and his son Madajiya's daughters, Madave, Rajave, Devave, 
with their husbands Madajiya, Mallajiya and Bisakarajiya respectively. 
Sivaydgi Kareyadévayya is stated to have placed before (prince) Kumara 
Perumaladeva, a request for granting incomes of the two sthanas (of God 
Somanathadeva and God Nonembesvara which was readily granted by 
Irungoladeva Chola Maharaja. The details of the grant included, a wet 
land measuring 1 kamma, a cultivable land of 3 kolagas, a flower 
garden, 3 khandugas of land for God Bhairava, 7 dhara of oil, 
Dharmmagolaga and bamboo grove were given. The donces were 
expected to recite prayers and conduct services in the temple. The 
record closes with the mention of Sri Chenna Sadasiva. The grant was 
made on the occasion of Sivayoga, Saka 1182, Siddharti, Chaitra, 


; — _ — e — 
Suddha 15, Somavara, Uttarayana Sankranii. 


INS. NO. 49 


1. Find spot : Mangalavada, Pavugada taluk, 
Tumkur district 


2. Location : Stone in Isvara temple 

3. Imperial dynasty/king Doe 

4. Chief : Irungoladeva Chola Maharaja 
5. Date : 1260 March 13th, Saturday 


6. Source > Mar 1938, Pg. 92 


Summary 
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It mentions the income from the Sthanas of God Somanatha of 


° — SYA und . 
Mangalavada and God Nonemera of Vorevur, which were made over to 


the daughters’ husbands' of Somajiya's son Madajiya, at the request of 


Sivayogi Kareyadeva by Irungonadéva Chila Maharaja. 


The grant 


included were one khanduga of wet land, one flower garden, ten kolagas 


of cultivable land, etc. 


In addition to a Dhare of oil, for God 


SomanathZdeva of Mangalavada Manikyadévi gave away 10 kolagas of 


wet land to Sivayogi Kareyadévayya. Record ends with the mention of 


a 
Sri Sadasiva. The date is same as No. 48. 


1. Find spot 


2. Location 


3. Imperial dynasty/king 


4. Chief 
5. Date 


Summary 


INS. NC. 30 


/ 
Amarapura, Sira taluk, Tumkur 
district 


On a stone near Nagarakatte 


Tripurantakadéva Chola 


1262 A.D., September 11th, Monday 


é 
The record commences with invocation to Sambhu. It refers to 


the rulo of Tripurantakadova son of Irungoladcva Chola Maharaja from 
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Haniyadurga on the specified data Saka 1184, fandubhi Asvaydja, 
Bahula 3, Somavara. A grant was made to Rudrasakti, the son of 
Uttavajiya, who was the Sthanapati of Gods Ramanatha, Mulasthana and 
Govindesvara situated in Tayilangere in Sirenad. The grant consisted of 
10 kolaga wet land, 4 kolaga cultivable land; 1 khanduga, 10 kolaga of 
wet land; 4 kolaga cultivable land; a garden, measuring 10 kolaga; for 
God Mulasthanadeva. Further grants of two khandugas, 7 kolagas cf 


land near the tank canal and a Jaddje measure of oil from the oil! mill. 


INS. NO. 31 
‘1. Find spot : Tumkur, Tumkur taluk, Tumkur 
district 
2. Location : Hero stone in Karnikanallapa's garden 
3. Imperial dynasty/king : The Hoysalas Vira Narasimha Devarasa 
4. Chief toes 
5. Date : 1270 A.D., Oct. 25, Saturday 
6. Source : EC XIT, Tm 49 
Summary 


The record begins with salutation to God Sarbhu. It refers to 
the reign of Hoysala Vira Narasimhadeva ruling from Dorasamudra, i.c., 
Halebidu on the specified date (Saka 1162, Sukla Asvayuja Suddha 10, 
Adityavara). His subordinate Kumara Vira-chikkakétayya Nayaka was 


administering in Anebiddarasi. The latter's subordinate was Kumara 
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Appeya Nayaka. The record states that Guleya Nayaka accompanied by 
the whole of Irungola's force raided Anebiddarasinad and carried away 
400 _ x 
the cows. In regation Appayanayaka pursued theplunders, destroyed and 


slaughtered them and recovered the cows but fell in the battle. 


INS. MO. i? 


1. Find spot : Katikere, Belur taluk, Hassan district 
2. Location : Hero stone to the left of the Somanatha 
temple 
3. Imperial dynasty/king : The Hoysala Narasimhadeéva 

4. Chief : Irungola 

5. Date : 1276 April 26, Sunday 
6. Source : EC Vol. V, Pt. 2, Bl 164 
Summary 


This a hero stone inscription of the reign of Hoysala Vira 
Narasimhadeva. It is stated that the chiefs of the Sévuna army, VizZ., 
Saluva Trikamma, Jinadeva, Haripallaya, and Iruguna having marched 
against the capital Dorasamudra encamped nearby. At the orders of the 
emperor great minister Chikkaketaya Dandanayaka, Nanjayya and 
Gullaya forced the enemies back from Belavadi as far as Dummi and 
slaughtered the Sevuna army. However, the heroes fell in the battle and 


A 
gained heaven. The date of the record is Saka 1199 Dhatu, Vaishaka 
t 
Suddha 11. 
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INS. NO. 33 

1. Find spot : Amarapura, Sira taluk, Tumkur 
district 

2. Location : In the waste weir of the tank 

3. Imperial dynasty/king Doo 

4. Chief Mahamandalésvara Irungoladeva 
Chola Maharaja 

$. Date 

6. Source : EC XII SI 32 

Summary 


The inscription commences with the usual Jaina verse wishing 
victory to Jina gasana. Then it refers to the rule of Irungoladeva Chola 
Maharaja with his various titles from his capital Nidugal. On the 
specified data Sake 1200 Isvara Ashada@ Suddha 5, Somavara a grant 
was given to Jogamattige Brahmajinalaya of Tailangere. The grant 
consisted of two shares of Ereyaguyal and 2000 areca trees belonging to 
Mallisetti, which were transferred ta Chellepille for the benefit of 
Prasanna Pasvadeva of the Basadi at Tailangere. Mallisetti is described 
as the son of Sangeyana Bommisetti and Melavve and the beloved 
disciple of Balenadu Maladharidéva who was the principal disciple of 
Tribhuvana Kartiravula belonging to Inigalesvarabali of Mullasanga, 
Desiyagana, Kondakundanvaya Pustakagachcha. Chellapille is also 
described as the disciple of the same preceptor and the son of 


Dipanayaka and Ponnavve. Interestingly Dipanayaka is praised as a Jina 
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Brahmana of Buvalikanatha village in Bullaleganatha Vishaya located in 
the northern part of Dakshina Madras in Dakshina Pandyadésha. The 
record ends by mentioning the consent of Mallisetti and witness of 18 


Samayas and God Sadasivadeva. 


INS. NO. 34 
1. Find spot : Nidugalbetta, Pavugada taluk, Tumkur 
district 
2. Location : On a doorway of Somesvara temple 
3. Imperial dynasty/king Dose 
4. Chief : (Perumaladeva) Chola Maharaja 
5. Date > 1280 A.D. 
6. Source > EC XVI, Pg. 106 


Summary 


This badly damaged record introduces’ the rule of 
Mahamandalesvara (Perumaladeva) Chdla Maharaja from the capital 
f 
Nidugal in Saka 1202. 


ele 


INS. NO. 393 


Find spot Nidugal, Pavugada taluka, Tumkur 
district 
Location A hero stone in Kalahastisvara temple 


Imperial dynasty/king 


Chief Perumaladéva Chola Maharaja 
Date 1286 A.D., March 7th, Thursday 
Source EC XII, Pg. 47. 

Summary 


The record states that when Perumaladeva Chola Maharaja 
marched upon Hullugalkalinga Sidila Bommarasa, the Mahapradhana 


Kesavana Ramayya died fighting and went to Kailasa. 


INS. NO. 36 
Find spot Talatore, Arasikere taluk, Hassan 
district 
Location Hero stone infront of Mahalingesvara 


Imperial dynasty/king 


temple 


Hoysala Vira Narasimha III 


Chief -- 
Date 1286 A.D. May 25th, Saturday 
Source EC VAk ISI 
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Summary 


-A 

This hero stone records the death of Mz anayaka son of 
Kachiya Nayaka who was the son of Kachageudi after destroying 
Bagekere when Vira Narasimhadeva was proceeding to war with Nidugal 


f 
fort. The date specified is Saka 1206 Vya Vaisyaka 1, Somavara. 


INS. NO. O7 

1. Find spot : Basavapattana, Arakagudu taluk, 
Hassan district 

2. Location : Hero stone near Pranakartikesvara 
temple 

3. Imperial dynasty/king : (Hoysala) Narasimhadeva III 

4. Chief 3 ose 

5. Date : 1286, December 21st, Saturday 

6. Source : EC VII 87 

Summary 


The record refers to the setting up of a hero stone by Hattayya in 
honour of his elder brother Ramayyanayaka the son of Mayya of 
Bettahalli, who died in the battle Harigi at the time of capture of the fort 
of Nidugal by Narasimhadeva. The date of the record is a vaya 


— ‘. / ’ 4 _ 
Margasira Suddha Panchami, Sukravara. 
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INS. NO. 38 
1. Find spot * : Nidugal, Pavugada taluk, Tumkur 
“4 district 
2. Location : A hero stone in compound of 


Nagaresvara temple 


3. Imperial dynasty/king toe 


4. Chief . : Perumaladeva 
5. Date . : C. 13th-14th c. A.D. 
6. Source >: EC XVI, Pg. 111 
Summary 

the 


The inscription records | death of a person (name lost) in the 


reign of Perumaladeva. 


INS. NO. 39 
1. Find spot : Nidugal, Pavugada taluk, Tumkur 
distrsict 
2. Location : A stone in the Somésvara temple 
3. Imperial dynasty/king loos 
4. Chief : Ganés a 
5. Date : 1292 A.D. February 19th, Tuesday 


6. Source > EC XIE, Pg. 53 


Summary 


f, _ 
The record begins with invocation to Sambhu and Varaha form 
of Vishnu. Thereafter, it traces the genealogical account of family of 
the descendants of Karikala Chola born in the lineage of Manu as 


follows : 


Mangi 
| 
Babbedeva 
4, 
Govaida 


. to 
Mallideva or Bh{gendra 
| 


Brahma 


Irungola 


- | 


Vira Bomma 


Bomma 


Bicha was the commander-in-chief of Vira Brahmas army. On 
the specified date (Saka 1214 Khara Magha Suddha 6, Sanivara) 
Bayicha dandanayaka conquered (bought ?) Nidugal and gave Mareyur 
for God Somanathadéva of Nidugal. The grant was free of all the 
impost and the income was to be utilised for offerings, illuminations of 
the God and for the food of the Brahmanas and ascetics. The following 


dues were also granted. 


Tippesunk > of Nidugal fort; oil from oil mill. 100 betel leaves 


per load' 50 arecanuts per load' one measure of pepper per load’ two 
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palas of turmeric per load' one visa per load of sarees; one kolaga 
paddy per cart load of pady; one pala of paddy per load of paddy. The 
Sthanapatis Hiriya Chikkamanajiya, Periya Bommajiya, Chikka 
Bommajiya, Nagajiya were to rece five one share while the remaining 


two one share. 


INS. NO. 60 
' 
1. Find spot : Hosur, Sira taluk, Tumkur district 
2. Location : Hero stone at the boundary of 
Muddenahalli 


3. Imperial dynasty/king > ose 


4. Chief : Vira Ganesvaradeva Chola 
Maharajadhiraja 

5. Date : 1292 July 26, Saturday 

6. Source : EC XII SI 60 

Summary 


The record states that on the specified date, i.c., (Saka 1214 
Nandana Sravana Suddha 11, Adityavara) when Chola Maharadhirdaja 
Vira Ganésvaradéva was ruling in his first year, Rayanayaka the son of 
Doddagereya Nayaka of Kodalur and Mahasamanta, attacked Hulukuite. 
Pemmeya Nayaka, his son Abhaya Nayaka and his father-in-law 
Bommeya Nayaka faught and died. 


1. Place 


2. Location 


3. Imperial dynasty/king 
4. Chief 
5. Date 


6. Source 


Summary 
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INS. NO. 61 


Mopuru Pulivendla taluk, Anantapur 
district 


On the right and left door-steps of the 
entrance into the Mangapa in the 
temple of Bhairava at Mopuru 
Pulivendla taluk, Cuddapah district 
Telugu Cholas 

Bammideva Chola 


S 1231 (1309 A.D.) 


SIT X 498 


The record refers to the Telugu Chola chief Brammadeva Chola 
the grandson of Bhogaladevi and Brahmana. The latter had the titles 


_ e -~/? ‘ 
Mahamandalesvara Basava-Sankara, etc. 


His chieftain erected the mandapa, etc., of the local Bhairava 


temple. 
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INS. NO. 62 
1. Find spot : Gundlahalli, Pavugada taluk, Tumkur 
district . 
2. Location >: Ona pillar in Ch ‘kakere temple 
3. Imperial dynasty/king loo 
4. Chief : Irungoladeva Chola Maharaja 
5. Date : 1320 A.D. October 19th, Sunday 
6. Source : ECXU, Pg. 14 


Summary 


The record refers to the rule of Irungonadeva, son of 
Mahamandalesvara Perumaladéva Chola Maharaja, over the place 
Gundanahalli on the specified date (R “udri, Kartika Suddha 1, 
Somavara). His son Nachayanayaka's sons Allapa Nayaka, Sodayya 
Nayaka, Bireya Nayaka seem to have given away Borasamudra of 
Harivanadahalli as Saruvagodage. The recipient seems to be an ascetic 
whose name is lost. The record ends with themention of Sri Chenna 


Sadasivadevaru. 
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INS. NO. 63 


Find spot Nidugal betta, Pavugada taluk, Tumkur 
district , ° 
Location On the pedestal of Parsvanatha image 


Imperial dynasty/king 


in Parsvanatha Basti 


Chief -- 

Date c. 13th c. 

Source EC XVI, Pg. 113 
Summary 


Record states thatr the image of Parsvanatha was got made by 
Bhavyajanas of Bellumbatte who were the lay disciples of Nemichandra- 


bhattarakadeva of Miulasanga, Desigana, Pustakgachcha, 


INS. NO. 64 
Find spot Dodda Banagere, Sira taluk, Tumkur 
district 
Location 


Imperial dynasty/king 


On a second stone pillar 


Nayaka's Holakal Bomma Nayaka 


Chief Mahamandalesvara Bairarasa Chola 
Maharaja 

Date 1337 A.D. April 20th, Sunday 

Source EC XII SI 8 


Summary 
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The record commences with obcisance to the Guru, refers to the 


Maha Savantadhipati Holakal Bomma Nayaka was in the camp of 


Nidugal. On the date specified (Saka 1259 Isvara Samvatsara Vaissaka 


Ba 5, Adivara), his subordinate Mahamandalesvara Gudyakonte 


Bairarasa Chola Maharaja's sons Kesarasa and Vijayarasa built Hiriya 


~ it 
Banagere and granted to the Gaudas as Kodagi. 


1. Find spot 


2. Location 


3. Imperial dynasty/king 
4. Chief 


5. Date 


6. Source 


Summary 


ENS. NO. 63 


Rantevolalu, Maddagiri taluk, Tumkur 
district 


Near Garuda-kamba of the Ramesvara 
temple 


Mahamandalesvara Bayiraja-deva 
Chola Mahdarasu 


1481 October 23, Tuesday 


EC XII MI 1 


¢ 
On the date specified (Saka 1403 Plave Samvatsara Asvija 


Suddha 1) the sons of Chola (Cholaramakkalu) Bayiraja-deva Chola 
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Maliarasu's son Ramaraja-deva Chola Maharasu made a grant of dharma- 
asana-patra to God Ramayya. Dharama Sasana contains the grant of 
new channel behind the Rantevolalu tank from which rice fields were 
irrigated. The produce from these fields were given to the God Ramayya 
of Rantavalalu for the offerings to the God and for the food of five 


Odeyars. Two crops were raised in a year from the channel. 


5. 
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Karnatakada Arasu Manetanagalu 
(Kannada), Karnataka Itihasa. 
Samshodhana Mandala, Dharwad. 


The Kapalikas and Kalamukhas:Two 
Lost Saivite Sects. Motilal Press 
Limited, New Delhi. 


Araneya Vikramadityana Sasana- 
galu ; Ondu Adhyayana. (Kannada). 
P.R.Jangamani, Allama Publishers, 
Gadag. 


Hoysala Itihasa, (Kannada). 
Karnataka Itihasa Malike, Samaja 


Pustakalaya, Dharwad. 


The Pandyan Kingdom from 
Earliest Times to the 16th Century. 


Swati Publications, Madras. 


The Cholas. University of Madras, 
Madras. 


Vishnu Cult in Karnataka. 
Directorate of Archaeology and 


Museums in Karnataka, Dharwad. 


Karnataka Itihasa, (Kannada). 
Karnataka Itihasa Samshodhana 
Mandala, Dharwad. 


45. 


46. 


47. 


48. 


49. 


50. 


31. 


32. 


Pankaj, N.G. 


Pathan Zakia Khunum 


Rama Rao, M. 


Rao, P.R. 


Ray Himashuprabha 


Satyamurthy 


Sharma, R.S. 


Sharma, R.S. 


1983 


1983 


1974 


1978 


1986 


1996 


1965 


1966 
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State and Religion in Ancient India 
from 320 B.C. to 650 A.D. 
A High Publication. 


Some Feudatory Families : Minor 
Dynasties of Medieval Karnataka - 
A Study. An unpublished Ph.D. 
Thesis submitted to the Karnatak 


University, Dharwad. 


Karnataka Andhra Relations 
(220-1323 A.D.). Kannada Research 
Institute, Karnatak University, 


Dharwad. 


History of Modern Andhra. 
Sterling Publishers, Pvt. Ltd., 
New Delhi. 


Monastery and Guild. Delhi 

Oxford University, Madras. 
Urbanisation in Anantapur District. 
Society of People’s Education, 
Economic Development, Hindupur, 


Andhra Pradesh. 


Indian Feudalism, (300-1200). 


Univeristy of Calcutta, Calcutta. 


Light on Early Indian Society and 


Economy. Monakatals, Bombay. 


53. 


54. 


55. 


56. 
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59. 


60. 


Sharma, R.S. 


Sheik Ali 


Singh, R.L. 


Sreenivasmurthy,H.V., 
Surendrarao, B., 


Kesavan, Bari, S.A. 


Stein Burton 


Stein Burton 


Thapar Romila 


Thapar Romila 


1990 


1976 


1987 


1990 


1980 


1984 


1978 


1984 
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Sudras in Ancient India. Motilal 
Banarasidas Publication Pvt. Ltd. 
Delhi. 


History of Western Gangas. 
University of Mysore, Mysore. 


India A Regional Geography. 
National Geographical Society of 


India, Varanasi. 


Essays on Indian History and 
Culture. Sheik Ali, Felicitation 
Volume, 

Mittal Publications, New Delhi. 
Peasant State and Society in 
Medieval Sounth India. Oxford 
University, Press, Delhi. 


All the Kings Mana A Paper on 
Medieval Soth Indian History. 


New Era Publications, Madras. 


Ancient Indian Social History Some 


Interpretations. Orient Longman. 


From Lineage to State. Oxford 
University Press, Delhi, Calcutta, 


Madras. 


61. Umapati 


62. Umapati 


63. Venkatachri, K.K. 


64. Coelho William 


65. Yasodadevi, V. 


66. Yasodadevi, V. 


1933 


1936 


1967 


1950 
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1972 
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‘Sira', Jayakarnataka. Vol. XI, 
Sri Belagavi Ramachandra Rayaru, 
Raitar Oni, Dharwad. 


"Nidugallina Kaiphiyattu', 
Jayakarnataka. Vol. XIV, 
(Kannada). Sri Belagavi 
Ramachandra Rayaru, Sri Betageri 
Krishnasharmaru, Dharwad, 


(July-Dec. 1936). 


Raja Raja The Great. (Seminar 
proceedings). Ananthacharya 
Indological Research Institute, 


Bombay. 


The Hoysala Vamsa. Indian 
Historical Research Institute, 


St.Xavier's College, Bombay. 


‘A History of Andhra Country‘ 
(1000 A.D. - 1500) Subsdiary 
Dynasties, JAHRS, Vol. XIV, 

pp. 59-60, Vijaya Ram Gajapathi 
House, Godavati Bund (July 1956- 
April 1958). 


"Hoysala Influence in Andhrades' 
The Hoysala Dynasty. ed. by 
Sheikali, B., pp. 98-108, 
Prasaranga, University of Mysore, 


Mysore. 
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67. Yasodadevi, V. 1993 A History of Andhra Country 
1006 A.D. - 1500 A.D, Gyan 
Publishing House, New Delhi. 


B. Epigraphical Sources 


1. <A topographical list of the inscriptions of Madras Presidency, 


Vol.I, IJ and III, ed. by Rangacharya, The Government Press, 
Madras, 1919. 


2. Annual Report of the Mysore Archaeological Departament, 1938, 
University of Mysore, Mysore (1940). 


3. Annual Report of South Indian Epigraphy, for the years 1917, 
1950-51, 1956-57, 1957-58, 1960-61, Archaeological Survey 
of India, Delhi. 


4. Epigraphia Carnatica, Vols. IV, V, X, XI, XII and XVI (1904), 


Archaeological Survey of Mysore, Mysore. 


5. Epigraphia India, Vols. X¥ (1912), XXVII (1956), XXXI. 
Department of Archacology, Delhi. 


6. Inscriptions of the Western Gangas, ed. by Ramesh, K.V., ICHR, 
& Agam Prakashan, Delhi, 1984. 


7. South Indian Inscriptions, Vol. UX, Pt. I and H], Archaeological 
Survey of India, New Delhi, 1939. 


8. The Historical Inscriptions of Southern India. (Collected till 
1923) and Outlines of Political History, ed. by Robert 


Sewell, Asian Educational Services, New Delhi, 1983. 
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9. Andhra Pradesh Government Repart on Epigraphy for 1965 and 
1966, Government of Andhra Pradesh, 1968. 


10. Tirupati Devasthanam Inscriptionz, Vol. V and VI by Pandit V. 
Vijayaraghavacharya, Devasthanam Epigraphist, Tirumalai 


‘Tirupati Devasthanam Press, Madras, 1937. 
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